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"The 'l' was described as the experiential display of a neurological system whose function is to orient the person in
relation to disequilibrating information." (Gross 1996, p. 277).
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"The unity, the identity, the individuality, and the immateriality that appear in the
psychic life are... accounted for as phenomenal and temporal facts exclusively, and
with no need of reference to any more simple or substantial agent than the present
Thought [sic] or 'section’ of the stream™ (James 2007, 344).
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"... aman [sic] has as many social selves as there are individuals who recognize him
and carry an image of him in their mind. To wound any one of his images is to wound
him. But as the individuals who carry the images fall naturally into classes, we may
practically say that he has as many different social selves as there are distinct groups

of persons about whose opinion he cares” (James 2007, 294).
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"The code of honor of fashionable society has throughout history been full of
permissions as well as of vetoes, the only reason for following either of which is that

S0 we best serve one of our social selves™ (James 2007, 295-296).
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"The question of whether to reach or to abstain from reaching is the question what
sort of a bright light have we here? Is it the one which means playing with one's
hands, eating milk, or burning one's fingers? The stimulus must be constituted for the

response to occur" (Dewey 1896, 367-368).
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Rulntah folir

"If | see a face and feel that here is an honest man, it means that | have, in the past,
achieved through intercourse an idea of honest personality, with the visual elements
of which the face before me has something in common, so that it calls up this socially
achieved sentiment. And moreover in knowing this honest man my idea of honest
personality will be enlarged and corrected for future use. Both the sentiment and its
visual associations will be somewhat different from what they were™ (Cooley 1964,
165).
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"It appears to be associated chiefly with ideas of the exercise of power, of being a

cause... The first definite thoughts that a child associates with self-feeling are
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probably those of his earliest endeavors to control visible objects— his limbs, his
playthings, his bottle, and the like™ (Cooley 1964, 177).
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"A self-idea of this sort seems to have three principal elements: the imagination of our
appearance to the other person; the imagination of his judgment of that appearance,

and some sort of self-feeling, such as pride or mortification" (Cooley 1964, 184).
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"A dog is a possible playmate, a possible enemy, one's own property or somebody
else's. There is a whole series of possible responses. There are certain types of these
responses which are in all of us, and there are others which vary with the individuals,
but there is always an organization of the responses which can be called out by the
term 'dog™ (Mead & Morris 1934, 71).
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"Take the illustration of asking someone to do something, and then doing it one's self.
Perhaps the person addressed does not hear you or acts slowly, and then you carry the
action out yourself. You find in yourself, in this way, the same tendency which you
are asking, that same response which you stirred up in the other individual. How
difficult it is to show someone else how to do something which you know how to do
yourself! The slowness of the response makes it hard to restrain yourself from doing
what you are teaching™ (Mead & Morris 1934, 70).
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"In politics, for example, the individual identifies himself with an entire political party
and takes the organized attitudes of that entire party toward the rest of the given social
community and toward the problems which confront the party within the given social
situation; and he consequently reacts or responds in terms of the organized attitudes of
the party as a whole™ (Mead &Morris 1934, 156).
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6 "the organized set of attitudes of others which one himself assumes" (Mead &Morris 1934, 173).
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"In place of being a mere medium for operation of determining factors that play upon
him, the human being is seen as an active organism in his own right, facing, dealing
with, and acting toward the objects he indicates. Action is seen as conduct which is
constructed by the actor instead of response elicited from some kind of preformed
organization in him" (Blumer 1966, 537).
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"It is to these differences in expressive customs that we ought to look first in trying to

account for the improper behavior of those with whom we happen to be participating
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and not try, initially at least, to find some source of blame within the personalities of
the offenders™ (Goffman 1957, 53).

22apn R? 0IDIWI NMYNAY (72127 ,5Wn?) N12HW MWD MITAI A9 YW N NovoNn
T2 210 7X°D 2077 NI DY LMK 22p1 19 RIAWD (AR ,2WNn?) N12PT MYInm a8 51900
WHNWA A9 ,N1UIPIR NIXRIVI0D DOWIR 2W NPIATINT 1A X% NOVR*I0 7N W
TADIA DWW AXIN 17T P52 LTI 'D019' ' penn ', miamvn' | Pagy' ia0 00w 0ol

797 071N DA DA TN
NP MM 720 :77ana Yw "pata” .2

7IPURW X7 2AWIN DW QMATINT MR 2PYHA DMIND 17913 DV PWRIT AP0 PN
WAWAY PONR YTND NPIAMDT O INMAY ONYNA 1A513 .0 NWA 2 N1ANT OPWANA TN
237 MM 2281 0w (ANNWH-NDXNAI , 01 KITY) 2w 2°ONNWNRT MaY 0923 1IN

077 798 95 — 7127 NI30Y A NNNN L0210 MYAT M9 LPEPRIVIRT 727712 2N YW MwInnm
2R NN HW NPYAIT PMWINN 1R DI OWIR 00°02 YYW A70XH 001 DYINN

12010 913 .NPERIV0

"... in Shetland isle one crofter's wife, in serving native dishes to a visitor from the
mainland of Britain, would listen with a polite smile to his polite claims of liking what
he was eating; at the same time she would take note of the rapidity with which the
visitor lifted his fork or spoon to his mouth, the eagerness with which he passed food
into his mouth, and the gusto expressed in chewing the food, using these signs as a
check on the stated feelings of the eater" (Goffman 1959, 7).
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"The individual may desire, earn, and deserve deference, but by and large he is not
allowed to give it to himself, being forced to seek it from others. In seeking it from
others, he finds he has added reason for seeking them out, and in turn society is given
added assurance that its members will enter into interaction and relationships with one
another. If the individual could give himself the deference he desired there might be a
tendency for society to disintegrate into islands inhabited by solitary cultish men, each
in continuous worship at his own shrine™” (Goffman 1956, 478).
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"There are many occasions when the individual participant in a conversation finds
that he and the others are locked together by involvement obligations with respect to
it. He comes to feel it is defined as appropriate (and hence either desirable in itself or
prudent) to give his main focus of attention to the talk, and to become spontaneously
involved in it, while at the same time he feels that each of the other participants has
the same obligation” (Goffman 1957, 48).
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"A locally realized world of roles and events cuts the participants off from many
externally based matters that might have been given relevance, but allows a few of
these external matters to enter the interaction world as an official part of it" (Goffman
1961, 31).
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"...some surgeons are more alive than others to the opinion of patients, others to the
opinion of their colleagues, and still others to the view that the hospital management
has of them" (Goffman 1961, 101).
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"At seven and eight, the child not only dissociates himself self-consciously from the
kind of horseman a merry-go-round allows him to be but also finds that many of the
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devices that younger people use for this are now beneath him. He rides no-hands,
gleefully chooses a tiger or a frog for a steed, clasps hands with a mounted friend
across the aisle” (Goffman 1961, 108).
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"The term face may be defined as the positive social value a person effectively claims
for himself by the line others assume he has taken during a particular contact™
(Goffman 1969, 3).
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"Whether or not the full consequences of face-saving actions are known to the person
who employs them, they often become habitual and standardized practices... Each
person, subculture, and society seems to have its own characteristic repertoire of face-
saving practices. It is to this repertoire that people partly refer when they ask what a

person or culture is 'really’ like™ (Goffman 1969, 9).
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"In aggressive interchanges the winner not only succeeds in introducing information
favorable to himself and unfavorable to the others, but also demonstrates that as
interactant he can handle himself better than his adversaries. Evidence of this capacity
is often more important than all the other information the person conveys in the
interchange, so that the introduction of a ‘crack’ in verbal interaction tends to imply
that the initiator is better at footwork than those who must suffer his remarks"
(Goffman 1969, 19).
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"Behind the apprentice's claims for a full share in the use of certain plant facilities
there is the organizational principle: all members of the establishment are equal in
certain ways qua members. Behind the specialist's demand for suitable financial
recognition there is the principle that the type of work, not mere work, determines
status. The fumbling of the apprentice and the specialist when they reach Coca-Cola
machine at the same time express incompatibility of organizational principals"
(Goffman 1967, 111-112).
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"When an impropriety such as manneristic gesturing occurs, this becomes noteworthy
and hence noted not because something is being communicated, but because the rules
regarding how one is to demean oneself when in the presence of others are broken.
Verbal and non-verbal communication is something that is funneled through
something else. This something else is the approved patterns of manner and
association or co-participation in terms of which individuals are obliged to regulate
their comings together" (Goffman 1967, 143).
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"Natives never appreciate how well trained they are in the arts of detection until they
find an alien among themselves who is trying to pass. Then ways of doing things that
had always been taken for granted stand out by virtue of the presence of someone who
is inadvertently doing the same things differently, as when milk is put in a cup before
the tea, or the numeral four written with a crossing bar, or pie eaten from the apex, not
the side" (Goffman 1969, 30).
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"a change in the alignment we take up to ourselves and the others present as expressed
in the way manage the production or reception of an utterance. A change in our
footing is another way of talking about a change in our frame for events” (Goffman
1979, 5).
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"One must try to form an image of group's framework of frameworks — its belief
system, its 'cosmology'... across a territory like the United States there is an
incomplete sharing of these cognitive resources. Persons otherwise quite similar in

their beliefs may yet differ in regard to a few assumptions..." (Goffman 1974, 27).

NMADD >7° HY PPERIVI02 0°72°7 YW MIATINGT DX P2n NIDR 0°2917 0°79° 21w2 79w TR ,Hwn?
D°72°7W ADIXT QTN PV 73277 22K .07 01NN 000 DOWIR SW MWD MYAY MmN
27WAY ANNWAIY YITY — 0M01 YTV 71T ERIV02 27N RITW 7732 "NnRa" mon 22370
03 212 ANNWAT ,NRT N2 00K 0w MIR RIT,00W 993 0°OXT 0°7277 DX 72PN 1077
,01175 ,"'nIon noRR! Sw pni 1IN0 ,A10 PR L "Mon naoh"a oopnwn 0379w moae
TYIXY N2Ym ,"Mon™ 0379°7 MATINT DR 127 ANNWAT 197TY N0 DR 0°2°07Y DY
772VAR N0RINA PRWR NPAR 9127 712V DY AT 207 NO0I ANT LpAwn — MY YD YW nanR
5w nanR 712w .(keying) Mo’ RMNP 1013 DINKR AYIRAY MPYD HW NAR Y181 N730n Hw
SW XD Pyn nRvanw L(fabrication) ¥ 12" X0 NRD MWD HW NAR 7YX NIA0N

12N A9 NN

"A fabrication is the intentional effort of one or more individuals to manage activity
so that a party of one or more others will be induced to have a false belief about what
it is that is going on" (Goffman 1974, 83).
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"persons such as janitors, stagehands, news-papermen, waiters, and servants may be
involved in only a very narrow aspect of a given undertaking, since often they have a
right to treat the activity as merely one more instance of the type, something to be
handled without becoming vicariously involved in the drama of the main events. But,
of course, these marginal persons are likely to know what is 'really' going on and

appreciate that this is merely not going on for them" (Goffman 1974, 116-117).
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"Whatever a participant 'really is', is not really the issue. His fellow participants are
not likely to discover this if indeed it is discoverable. What important is the sense he
provides them through his dealings with them of what sort of person he is behind the
role he is in" (Goffman 1974, 298).
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"what is real in each case [...] is merely a differently grounded — usually more stable
and more acceptable — motive for maintaining a particular appearance” (Goffman
1974, 462).
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"[...] so it is that when an individual appears in person before his familiars and joins
with them in talk — surely the place where we ought to see him in the round, acting for
himself, in his own name and in his own way — he frames himself from view. To say
that he assumes a role and presents himself through it is already a bias in the direction
of wholeness and authenticity. What he does is to present a one-man show. He
animates. That much is his own, his doing of the moment. But this capacity to present
is largely used in the name of principals other than he-himself-at-the-moment to
enliven figures other than himself-at-the-moment. Certainly beliefs, concerns,
feelings, attitudes, are ‘expressed': 'inner states' are documented. But these displays are

not some privileged access to the biological innards of the speaker, for they are
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properly to be attributed to a figure animated, not the animator" (Goffman, 1974, p.
547).
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"in any case then, within myself, within the limits of my transcendentally reduced
pure conscious life, | experience the world (including others) — and, according to its
experiential sense, not as (so to speak) my private synthetic formation but as other
than mine alone, as an intersubjective world, actually there for everyone, accessible in
respect of its Objects to everyone. And yet each has his experiences, his appearances
and appearance-unities, his world-phenomenon; whereas the experienced world exist
in itself, over against all experiencing subjects and their world-phenomena™ (Husserl
1960, 91).
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"the problem of how the intersubjectivity of all knowledge and thought can be
transcendentally deduced is something beyond the scope of the present study" (Schutz
1974, 42)
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"in ordinary life we call a halt to the process of interpreting other people's meanings
when we have found out enough to answer our practical questions; in short, we stop at
the point that has direct relevance to the response we shall make ourselves. The search
for the other person's subjective meaning will very likely be abandoned if his action
becomes evident to us as objective content in a manner that relieves us of any further
trouble” (Schutz 1974, 48).
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"Pragmatic idioms [...] are characterized by certain features typical of idioms in the
traditional sense. Membership in either of these sets, as | see it, is a matter of degree,
and hence the boundary between them is vague. The critical attribute uniting both is
the functional appropriateness of all of these expressions relative to types of social
situations. In other words, their efficiency in meeting certain functional demands has

resulted in their formulaic character” (Coulmas 1979, 240).
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"Social meanings are neither strictly context free nor strictly context bound; they arise
out of peoples’ attempts to apply their interpretations of the normal rules of conduct in

particular situations as they interpret them" (Kendall 1981, 247).
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"The processes of everyday interaction do not translate unproblematically into a
scientific idiom of the sort Schutz seems to assume. In 'stepping outside' the
immediate process of interaction the position taken up by the social scientist is not
directly comparable to the participant observing from beyond the face-to-face. This is
because the latter does not aim, as does the scientist, to explain the interaction in

question as an episode of 'social action™'(Costelloe 1996, 259).
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"It is the scientific rationalities which writers on social organization and decision
making commonly refer to as features of 'rational choice'. It is proposed here,

however, that the scientific rationalities are neither properties of nor sanctionable
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ideals of choices exercised within the affairs governed by the presuppositions of
everyday life. If the scientific rationalities are neither stable properties nor
sanctionable ideals of everyday life, then the troubles encountered by researches and
theorists [...] may be troubles of their own devising. The troubles would be due not to
the complexities of the subject matter, but to the insistence on conceiving actions in
accordance with scientific conceits instead of looking to the actual rationalities that
persons' behaviors, in fact, exhibit in the course of managing their practical affairs"
(Garfinkel 1974, 65-66).
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"institutionally different situations have different vocabularies of motive appropriate to their respective behaviors
that conventionally accompany that type of situation and function as cues and justifications for normative actions
in it"(Mills 1940, 906).
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"Jurors' decisions that sort fact from fancy do not differ substantially from the
decisions that he makes in this respect in his ordinary affairs. Nevertheless, there is a
difference. The difference bears on the work of assembling the ‘corpus’ which serves
as grounds for inferring the correctness of a verdict. Decisions in daily life that sort
fact from fancy are not confined by an exclusive concern for achieving a definition of
a situation for the sake of that definition" (Garfinkel 1984, 110-111).
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"...relies on the very competence which it is seeking to discover and describe, but, unlike ethnomethodology, does
not make that resource a topic" (Eglin 1976, 356).
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"Agnes was unable to exercise the assumptions that her circumstances, as they
appeared to her, would appear in a more or less identical way to her interactional
partners, were they to exchange places. We might refer to this as the existence of a
problematic ‘community of understandings' by and about sexed persons treating each
other's sex as known in common and taken for granted by them" (Garfinkel 1984,
126).
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"The work of achieving and making secure her rights to live as a normal, natural
female while having continually to provide for the possibility of detection and ruin
carried on within socially structured conditions | call Agnes' 'passing™ (Garfinkel
1984, 137).
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"EM [Ethnomethodology] is not in the business of interpreting signs. It is not an
interpretive enterprise. Enacted local practices are not texts which symbolize
'meanings' or events. They are in detail identical with themselves, and not
representative of something else. The witnessably recurrent details of ordinary
everyday practices constitute their own reality. They are studied in their unmediated

details and not as signed enterprises” (Garfinkel 1996, 8).
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"Garfinkel is uninhibited in telling us how EM’s own activities should be conducted (EM’s central claims and
policies), but EM policies do not authorize similarly uninhibited contributions by EM analysts (as EM analysts) to
debates over policies that may govern the ordinary social practices that they study" (Craig 2003, 476).
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"we're [sic] dealing with categories, and not necessarily with what sociologists might
call 'groups’, 'organized groups', 'organizations'. It's [sic] quite important to see that
presumptive representativeness holds whether or not the members of that category are

or are not organized™ (Sacks 1995, 41).
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"members address, as it were, each social object they encounter with the question -
what is it doing here? what social action is it performing? what interactional task is It
engaged in? In the case of conversation its machinery provides slots or places, that is
locations, where there are preferences (Sacks and Schegloff 1979) for certain
hearings, so that if an uttered particular (X) can be heard in the preferred way (Y)
there is an entitlement if not obligation to hear it that way" (Eglin 1980, 127-128).
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"Viewers use norms [in this case: A mother ought to try to soothe her crying baby] to
provide some of the orderliness, and proper orderliness of the activities they observe.
Via some norm, two activities may be made observable as a sequentially ordered pair.
That is, viewers use norms to explain both the occurrence of some activity given the
occurrence of another, and also its sequential position with regard to the other, e.g.
that it follows the other or precedes it" (Sacks 1995, 260).
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"The facts that turn-size and turn-order are locally managed, party-administered, and
interactionally controlled means that these facets of conversation, and those deriving
from them, can be brought under the jurisdiction of perhaps the most general principal
which particularize conversational interactions, that of RECIPIENT DESIGN. By
'recipient design’ we refer to a multitude of respects in which the talk by a party in a
conversation is constructed or designed in ways which display an orientation and
sensitivity to the particular other(s) who are the co-participants” (Sacks, Schegloff &
Jefferson 1974, 727).
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"What is basic to natural talk might not be a conversational unit at all, but an
interactional one, something on the order of: mentionable event, mention, comment
on mention - giving us a three-part unit, the first part of which is quite likely not
to involve speech at all" (Goffman 1976, 290).
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"It follows, then, that our basic model for talk perhaps ought not to be dialogic
couplets and their chaining, but rather a sequence of response moves with each in the
series carving out its own reference, and each incorporating a variable balance of
function in regard to statement-reply properties. In the right setting, a person next in
line to speak can elect to deny the dialogic frame, accept it, or carve out such a format
when none is apparent. This formulation would finally allow us to give proper credit
to the flexibility of talk - a property distinguishing talk, for example, from the
interaction of moves occurring in formal games - and to see why so much
interrupting, nonanswering, restarting, and overlapping occurs in it" (Goffman 1976,
293-294).
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A: hope you have a good time
B: why?

M5 RI7 PHY

"the normal answer to this 'hope you have a good time' is ‘thank you'. And if one uses

a line like 'hope you have a good time' one can expect to control the return of the
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other. In this case the line doesn't control the return of the other, and we can at least
begin to see what it means to feel weak: having an expectation of doing something as
controlling, and finding out that it isn't that at all" (Sacks 1995, 19).
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"... the person who is asking the questions seems to have first rights to perform an
operation on the set of answers. [...] And it's that right that provides for a lot of what
looks like strugglings [sic] in some conversations, where the attempt to move into the
position of ‘questioner’ seems to be quite a thing that persons try to do. [...] As long as
one is in a position of doing the questions, then in part they have control of the
conversation" (Sacks 1995, 54).
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"I can't go through with it... I can't go through with the evening I can't..."
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"The idea then is that things like non-complete, non-objective, non-nominalized
references do perhaps reproduce in some way, how a person having feelings that
they're not in the first instance having by reference to their communicatabillity, has
them [sic]. And if what she's trying to do is say how she felt or what she thought, then
a sequence which goes, 'l can't go through with it, I can't go through with the evening'
would involve first the felt thing and then some explication of it to the hearer" (Sacks
1995, 405).
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Abstract

The study of talk in interaction plays a central role among the various agendas of socio-
cultural research of everyday life. The present study deals with questions of experience and
subjectivity in interaction, especially with the ways experience is regulated by talk. Two
general questions that are often raised with reference to human experience are also crucial to
the understanding of talk in interaction: 1) the individual's motivation to act, and 2) the
perceptual structure which organizes one's behavior. The aim of the present study is to
examine how the three foundational approaches in the field of interaction and talk research —
these of Erving Goffman, Harold Garfinkel and Harvey Sacks — deal with these questions. |
discuss the contribution of these three approaches to the study of experience in interaction, as
well as their limitations, and offer a way, based on integration of these approaches, to
examine experience in interaction through an analysis of discursive focus practices. Focus
practices are defined here, following Goffman (1957), as the concrete ways by which a person
focuses attention to one factor of the interaction (see below). An analysis of focus practices
thus reveals how habitual models construct people’s experiences during a given situation.
Furthermore, the character and function of people's reflexive accounts about their past
experience can be understood as ways of giving moral meaning to these experiential models
by employing discourses of motivation and emotion.

The thesis is organized in two parts, as follows:

(a) The first part is dedicated to a theoretical discussion. First, I discuss theories of
pragmatism and their constructionist view of human interaction (Cooley 1964, Dewey 1986,
James 2007, Mead & Morris 1934). | briefly introduce the views of James, Dewey, Cooley
and Mead on the construction of individuals' subjectivity in social contexts, i.e., their
conceptualization of subjectivity as an ongoing, dynamic process. During this interactional
process one internalizes judgmental voices, which organize one's perception and direct one's
actions. The most significant consequence of this socialization process, as Mead emphasizes
(Mead & Morris 1934), is the formation of individual's disposition to act in certain ways.
Following this short introduction of the basic hypotheses of pragmatism, Goffman's
sociological approach is discussed (Goffman 1957, 1959, 1961, 1974). Goffman offers two
major hypotheses with regard to the individual's subjectivity in interaction: 1) One's
unconscious motivation in social encounters is to get appropriate recognition from others by
enacting ideal performances of oneself; 2) There is an experiential mechanism which guides
the individual's modes of involvement in social situations. Relying on Goffman's second
hypothesis, the analysis offered in the next part of this work examines focus practices as
different modi of experience in interaction.

The following chapter in the theoretical part deals with Edmund Husserl's (1960)
phenomenology and its sociological implications, as elaborated by Alfred Schutz (1974). Two
points in their theory are emphasized here: 1) People experience the world as an
intersubjective reality, that is, as subjects with shared assumptions about other subjects and
objects in the world; 2) A researcher can take the perspective of "the ordinary person™ in order
to reveal these shared assumptions. Harlod Garfinkel (1984) draws on this conceptualization
in his sociological perspective of ethnomethodology. His idea with ethnomethodology is to
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trace the social knowledge embedded in the routine practices people perform in different
social contexts, which makes their actions accountable and intelligible for all practical
matters. Finally, I discuss Harvey Sacks’s (1995) use of Garfinkel's approach in the
framework of the study of mundane conversations. For Sacks, the basic units of local
interactional practices are conversational procedures. Both Garfinkel and Sacks conceptualize
the unconscious motivation of people in terms of "official neutrality", that is, they both look
at the individual's actions as intended to accomplish practical procedures, regardless of these
individuals’ experiential mode. My own analysis of focus practices follows these researchers
in drawing maximal attention to local practices and the ways these practices are distribute
through interactions. However, | try to explain the performance of these local practices in
terms of the individual's experience as related to a given situation.

(b) The second part of this work presents an analysis of focus practices of young Israeli men
during bilateral verbal interactions carried out in a humiliating situation. The analysis is
divided into three chapters.

1) In the first chapter | offer to consider occurrences of violation of interactional rules (i.e.,
“order violation”) as the basic units of analysis of focus practices. Violations of
conversational order emerge when people shift focus from one interaction factor to another.
Goffman defines three different levels of focus-in-interaction: focus on the official activity of
the situation, focus on the manner of interaction, and focus on the self (the speaker
themselves) or on external affairs that are not relevant to the situation. The focus practices are
performed by the participants through employment of conversational interaction-procedures.
As such they are understood as habitual tendencies according to which individuals create and
maintain social relations with others. The analysis shows that while some interactions are
consistently regulated by one single focus practice, most of the interaction-episodes |
examined are regulated by shifts between various focus practices which change during the
episode.

2) In the second chapter | examine the way focus practices are regulated throughout long
sequences of interaction. The analysis reveals regularity in the shifts between the various
focus practices performed by each of the two participants. | present recurring models, each of
which consisting of a combination of different focus practices that the participants perform
alternately during this specific interactions.

3) In the third chapter | examine the focus practices and the retrospective accounts of three
specific subjects who performed extreme shifts between different focus practices and the way
they account for these experiences. The analysis shows interesting interdependence between
interaction models performed by the subjects and their retrospective accounts of their
experience: On the one hand, one subject, whose shifts between different focus practices
during the interaction were relatively gradual, accounted for his experience by a rational
motivation discourse. On the other hand, the two other subjects, who performed more abrupt
transitions between focus practices, accounted of their experiences by using a discourse of
negative emotions.

This study aims at highlighting the way the individual's experience is being treated by three
foundational approaches in the study of interactions, and to offer an integral approach to
examining focus practices. My discussion addresses the following basic assumptions in
analyzing experience in interaction: 1) Experience is a social action; 2) Practices regulate
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relations between participants in social encounters, and practices are distributed in
interactional sequences; 3) Practices express tensions between different habitual routines
which are internalized by individuals through socialization; and 4) The tension between these
routines that may emerge in interactions results from the different styles of involvement in the
situation (i.e., focus practices). These assumptions underlay my analysis in the second part of
this work. Concentrating attention on occurrences of “order violation” as the basic units for
studying experience in interaction allows identifying a variety of focus practices as discursive
routines performed by each individual. The repeated performances of these routines are seen
as experiential models, namely, as the dispositions of individuals to employ certain
involvement styles in different situations. Examining accounts given by informants for their
past experiences reveals an interesting correlation between the focus practices employed by
these subjects and the moral meanings they attach to their account of the situation —
motivation and emotion discourses.
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