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Every field of scholarship [...] experiences tension between narrowly focused case studies
and broader syntheses or generalizations. Practitioners of the case study method tend to decry
syntheses as superficial, coarse-grained, and absurdly oversimplified; practitioners of
syntheses tend to decry the case studies as merely descriptive, devoid of explanatory power,
and unable to illuminate anything except one particular case study. Eventually, scholars in
mature fields come to realize that scholarly understanding requires both approaches. Without
reliable case studies, generalists have nothing to synthesize; without sound syntheses,
specialists lack a framework within which to place their case studies. (Diamond & Robinson:
272)
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