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TIEU SU KHOA HOC CUA ITAMAR EVEN-ZOHAR

Sinh ngay 23 thang Ba nam 1939, tai Tel Aviv
1959-1961: phuc vu quan doi

Qua trinh dao tao, gidng day, va nghién ctu

* Hoc tai Pai hoc Tel Aviv:
- 1961-1964: hoc Triét hoc va tiéng Hebrew
- 1966: 1ay bang Thac si
- 1972: bao vé luan an Tién si, dé tai “An Introduction to the Theory
of Literary Translation” (Dan nhap Ly thuyét dich van chuong)
* Hoc tai Dai hoc Hebrew, Jerusalem

- 1964-1966: Van hoc so sanh (v6i cac khoa hoc bo trg vé tiéng
Anh va Nga)

- 1967: 14y bang thac si, dé tai “Time in Drama: Strindberg’s “The
Father” vs “A Dream Play” (Thoi gian trong kich: “Nguoi cha”
cua Strindberg v&i “Mot tro choi gidc mo™)

* Ngoai ra, con theo hoc mét s§ khda hoc ngin han tai Sorbon
(Phap); University of Oslo, Na Uy (v€ ngdén ngti va van chuong Na
Uy), University of Copenhagen, Pan Mach (v€ ngdén ngi va van
chuong Pan Mach)
* Nghién ctiu va giang day tai Dai hoc Tel Aviv

- 1966: tai Khoa van chuong Hebrew

- 1969-1994: tai Khoa Thi hoc va Vian hoc so sanh

-t 1994: tai Ban (unit) Nghién ctiu van héa

Itamar Even-Zohar



VGi cac vi tri:

1966: trg giang

1969 - 1972: huéng dan sinh vién vé Thi hoc va Van hoc
so sanh

1971: Giang vién chinh
1972: Giang vién thudng xuyén
1977: Gido su

* Hop tac nghién ctiu va giang day:

1967: trg giang vé tiéng Hebrew cho University of Oslo, Na Uy
1969-1972: Giang vién thinh gidng, tai Haifa University, Israel

1971-1972: Chu tich va Giang vién thinh giang, tai Bet Berl
College, Zofit, Israel

1975-1976: Giang vién thinh gidng, tai University of
Amsterdam, Ha Lan

1981, hoc ky mua xuin: Gido su thinh giang, cho Chuong
trinh Van hoc so sanh va Ly thuyét van hoc, tai Univerity of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Hoa Ky

1982, hoc ky mua xudn: Gido su thinh giang, cho Chuong

trinh Van hoc so sanh va Ly thuyét van chuong, tai Univerity
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Hoa Ky

Ngon ngid

Doc, viét, no6i thanh thao cac ngdén ngii: Hebrew (tiéng me dé), Anh,
A Rap, Phap, Tay Ban Nha, Thuy Si, Na Uy, Pan Mach, Quéc t&€ ngi,
Italy, va dac biét la Dric, Iceland, Nga, Ha Lan, B6 Pao Nha,...

Céc cong trinh chinh dugc tap hgp trong ba 4n ban dién tu:
- Papers in Historical Poetics, 1978

- Polysystem Studies, 1990, 1997

- Papers in Culture Research, 2005-6, 2010
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VOI DOC GIA VIET NAM

Itamar Even-Zohar

Cudn sach nay ban vé sy khong dong nhat (thuan nhat) trong
van hoa, trong va gitia cdc xa hoi. Nhiing ddng nang cho thay déi,
nhiing quan hé lién vdn héa, nhiing tuong nhuong gitia cdic nhém,
va cudc dau tranh cho viéc tiép can nguodn la toan bo xu hudng cta
su khong dong nhét. Con ngudi ti€p nhan va trai nghiém nhiing
khac biét va da dang trong cudc séng thudng nhét ngay ca trong
nhiing moi trudng nhoé va khép kin. Tuy nhién, nhiing trai nghiém
ca nhan nhu vdy khong phai bao gi¢ cling chuyén dich thanh
nhing khai niém hién hién va hinh anh tu than, c6 thé vi ching
thuong khong thé rut gon dugc, hodc thim chi va d4p véi nhiing
phong chiéu dang dién ra ctia nhiing hinh anh tip thé théng qua
nhiéu kénh truyén dan quyén luc ti trén xudng — tinh trang nay
ton tai hodc it hodc nhiéu trong moi xa hoi. Két qua hién nhién
la trong khi sy khéong dong nhat cé thé 1a mot thuc té€ khong thé
ban cai d6i v6i mot xa hoi dinh hinh thi su ty nhéan thic, ty hinh
dung cuia xa héi d6 lai cé xu huéng dac thit héa béi tinh dong nhat
va déng dang. Tiéc la viéc tim hiéu tinh déng nhét ctia cac thuc
thé vin hoa lai néi troi trong chinh nhiing né luc nghién ctu xa
hoi nhan vin va san xuit vin hoa ctia ching. G pham vi réng, xu
hudng hoc thuat nay cé can ré trong nhiing thai d¢/hanh xt phé
bién chung. Do vay, cic nha nghién ctiu - nhiing ngudi trudng
thanh va s6ng trong nhiing xa héi mang moét hinh anh dugc tuyén
truyén rat manh mé vé sy dong dang — duong nhién cé xu hudéng
chéi bo/phét 16 tinh khong dong nhat, hodc coi né hoac la khong
lién quan hodc ngoai 1é. Tuy nhién, toi tin rdng nghién cdu nay
cting phan nao nay sinh tii nhu cau mang tinh phuong phap luan
nham giam bét tinh phtc tap d€ xti ly it hon cac thong s6 nham c6
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dugc nhiing cong cu lam viéc chinh xac cho viéc khai niém héa va
khao sat thuc té. V€ nguyén tac, mét gian udc nhu vay dudng nhu
dugc doi hdéi nhu moét giai doan giao thai trude khi cé thé khi co
dugc su tim toi cong phu hon. Tuy nhién, rac r6i la giai doan giao
thoi mang tinh gia dinh nay thuéng bién thanh mét giai doan vinh
ctiu, can trd hodc dan dén phat trién nhiing cong cu thich hgp hon
cho viéc giai quyét tinh phtc tap.

Khi t6i khéi dong nghién ctiu hoc thuat ciia minh vao cuéi
nhiing nam 1960, thi nhiing mo6 hinh dong nhat la mét tin diéu
cht luu, trong khi nhiing quan diém thay thé thi bi coi gan nhu la
di gido. Thuc té, nhiing mo6 hinh thay thé da dugc dé xuat trude
do. bang chu y la truong phai Prague vé ngon ngii hoc va ky hiéu
hoc hoat ddng trong nhiing nam 1930 da phat trién quan diém vé
su da dang, dac biét 1a & cap do ngon ngii. Tuy vay, nhiing nd luc
tién phong nay khoéng bao gi¢ dugc quan tam nhu ching dang
dugc thé vao thoi diém bay gio, va du cé dugc tai kham pha vao
nhiing thap ky sau dé thi viéc khuéch tan ching cting khong thanh
cong lam. N6 luc nho bé cta t6i tit ddu nhiing ndm 1970 hudng
dén mot ti€p can mang khuynh huéng khong dong nhit, thoat dau
nhim vao nghién ctiu vin chuong, da duogc tiép nhan khong nhiét
thanh hodc khong dugc chdp nhan. Toi da dat tén cho kiéu tiép
can nay la “da hé théng” Véi thuat ngti nay, toi hy vong bao chtia
dugc ca tinh da dang/da chung/khong dong nhét (biéu thi bang
ti€éng Hy Lap 1a “poly”, da) va tinh quy luat, tinh lap di ldp lai/tinh
t8 chtic (dugc biéu thi la “system”, hé thong), rdi khdi niém hda
thanh “cht nghia ciu trac dong”, hay “trat tu bén trong phi trat tu”.
To6i khong chic viéc thuit ngii hda nay thanh cong ra sao, vi trong
nhiing truyén théng nhét dinh, thuat ngi “hé théng” chuyén tai
mot ham nghia mang tinh xdc quyét vé “trat tu nghiém nhat” hon
la ham nghia “moét tdp hop nhiing chiic nang tuong thudc’, nhu
da it nhiéu dugc chip nhan trong cac ly thuyét hé théng hién dai.
Mot hoc gia xudt sic vé ly thuyét hé thong nhu Pierre Bourdieu da
thich thuat ngti “trudng” (champ) va “dinh vi” (prise de positions)
hon la “hé thong”, chinh xac la tranh moét ling ting vé khai niém
mang tinh tiém tang trong truyén théng dia phuong 6ng. Tuy vay,
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khai niém “da hé théng” da dugc van dung trong nhiing linh vuc
khac nhau ctia nghién ctiu, dang chu y 1a dich thuat hoc va tiép tuc
dugc cap nhat, khién tdi nghi rang ching ra c6 thé séng véi nd, dic
biét la néu chung ta mudén tranh khic quanh/sy thang tram cua su
thay déi thai trang thuat ngi.

May thay, nhiing thap ky gan day, nho su xuét hién cta nhiing
ly thuyét phtic hgp va nhiing dong gép tuong ty, cic mo hinh
mang xu huéng khong thuidn nhit dudng nhu tré nén kha dung
hon va dugc chap nhan vé mat khoa hoc nhiéu hon. Hon thé,
trong nhiéu chuyén nganh khac nhau ctia Khoa hoc Xa hoi chiu
anh hudng cta tu tudng “hau hién dai”, nhiing khai niém nhu “lai
ghép”, “da dang”, va nhiing khai niém tuong tu da tré thanh phadm
trat ctia thoi dai. Theo t6i, day khong phai bao gid cing la diéu
may man, vi nhting tiép can nay thudng cé xu huéng danh dong
tinh da dang vé6i “hoén loan”, va tti bod c6 gang chdn doan nhiing quy
luat caa su phtic tap trong pham vi hé quan hé ton tai bén trong
mot nén vian hdéa. Nhung néi chung, bat chdp nhiing phat trién
nay gan day, tinh d6ng nhat dudng nhu van tao lap quan diém mac
dinh dugc day cho sinh vién & moi bac hoc han 1am. Toi e rang rét
hiém nhiing sinh vién c6 thé duong ddu moét cach nghiém tuc va
hiéu qua véi nhiing thach thtic vé€ khai niém do tinh phtic tap cta
van héa dit ra. Hé qua 14, trong hiu hét cac truong hop, ngay ca
cdc nha nhan hoc va xa hoi hoc van ban luin vé cic nén van hoa
véi tu cach nhiing thuc thé dong dang. Hién tugng nay dé nhan
thay nhat trong cac nghién ctiu vé xa hoi tién hién dai, noi ma “cac
bd lac” dugc miéu ta va phan tich nhu nhiing tdc ngudsi c6 mot
nén van hoéa thong nhat ca 1é. Song ngay ca “quoc gia/nha nuéc”
hién dai thudng c6 dan s6 vai triéu ngudi, cing van thudng duoc
miéu ta va phan tich theo cach tuong tu. Do vay ching ta van song
trong mot thé gidi hinh anh va khai niém, noi phan dinh mach
lac cac khoi van hoéa cung cap nhiing phan loai ban d6 mang tinh
khai niém ctia ching ta vé trai dat. Hé qua la con nguoi thudng
ngac nhién khi phat hién ra, néu ho ngau nhién phat hién ra chinh
minh & bén ngoai lanh thd qué huong, rang cac nén van hoéa &
nhiing lanh thé khac that khac biét véi hinh anh dong phuc ma ho
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da c6 vé cac nén vin héa d6. O cdp d6 nghién ctu, sai biét vé trai
nghiém nay chua déng vai tro ctia né trong viéc thuc ddy nhiing
chuyén nganh chu luu theo huéng chip nhan su phtic hgp nhu
mot khung kh6 mang tinh khai niém mac dinh. N6 ciing chua dan
dén sy phan biét tinh dong dang do cac khai niém dién pham vé
van hoa 4p ddt véi trang thai thuc té cua tinh khong dong nhat va
thuyét dong nang thadm thiu moi khung canh vin héa, va khong
thé gian udc thanh dong dang. To6i cho rang phuong phap tiép
can theo huéng khong dong nhat hién dién trong cong trinh cta
ca nhan t6i dudi khdi niém “da hé théng” van con phai qua mot
chang dudng dai trudc khi c6 thé dugc chidp nhan la mot khung
khé mdc dinh. Trang thai cong viéc nay hién nhién c¢6 nhiéu du
ba trong khung canh nghién ctiu ctia ca nhéan t6i. Nhiing van dé
chti cho6t nhu thay d6i va hoan vi vian héa, quan hé lién van héa,
su canh tranh cac nguoén gitia hoan canh van héa trung tam va
ngoai bién, vién canh sinh ton va phat trién cua chung, va nhiéu
niia, déu thuong dugc giai quyét bén trong nhiing méi sinh han
ché hoac dugc tim hiéu mot cach rdo riét. Ngugc lai véi quan diém
mang tinh khong déng nhat, nhiing vdn dé d6 cung cdp diém tya
cho viéc khai niém hoa. Theo quan diém nay, méi quan hé gitia
cac nhém khong dugc xem nhu su kién lich st bat thuong ma nhu
mot nhan t6 thay d6i khong thé né tranh, va mo phong thuong la
nhu cau d€ s6ng con cua mot nén van hoéa nhat dinh. Tuong tu,
“thay d&i”, xin ldy thém mot vi dy, dugc hiéu khong nhu mét qua
trinh 1¢ thudc, ma nhu mot dac thu “c6 san” caa bat ky mot “hé
thong” nao, va sau dé 1a moét thong s6 khong thé thiéu trong bat
ky phan tich nao vé mét nén van hoéa khao khat hoan bi. Lua chon
mang tinh khai niém va mang tinh phuong phap luan gitia cac mo
hinh c¢é khuynh huéng khong thuidn nhéat va thuan nhat khong
nam trén mét cdp do chung, nhung né hudng cac chuong trinh
khoa hoc ctia ching ta theo nhiing tuyén cong viéc rat khac nhau.

To6i rat vui vi tuyén tdp khiém nhudng cac bai viét ban vé
nhiing phuong dién khac nhau caa tinh khong dong nhat, dugc
dich sang tiéng Viét, nhd y tudng ctia TS Tran Hai Yén. VéGi nhiing
hiéu biét it 6i vé Viét Nam, toi tin rang cdc van dé ctia tinh khong
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dong nhat khong nén xa la véi doc gia Viét Nam cua tdi, bdi trang
thai d6 quen thu¢c & nhiéu cdp dd trong van hda Viét Nam va
theo doc lich st Viét Nam. Toéi dang nhac dén khong chi thuc té
rang Viét Nam la qué huong ctua nhiéu toc ngudi va nhém vin hoa
khac nhau — ma moét s6 trong dé la ban dia, con s6 khac la nguasi
nhép cu sau nay, ma con nhac dén tinh da dang trong cic nhéom
uu ddng. Hon niia, Viét Nam chua bao gio s6ng trong mot thé gisi
biét lap, vi nhiing quan hé vé6i Trung Hoa va phan con lai ctia ban
dao Pong Duong, ciing nhu giao thoa quy mé véi phuong Tay
ludn rat hé trong doéi véi su ton tai ctia minh. Do vay, t6i cam thay
v6i nhiing d6i thay rat thodng qua, cac van dé ctia Viét Nam ciing
c6 thé dé dang thay thé moét s6 quy trinh vin héa da dugc phan
tich trong cac nghién ctu cua to6i — nhiing quy trinh ap dung vao
cac vung lanh thé khac va cac nén van héa khac, hodc ching cé
thé€ dong vai tro nhiing vat tuong thich mang tinh soi sang. To6i hy
vong rang cudn sach nay sé giup doc gia Viét Nam khong chi trong
viéc cé dugc nhiing hiéu biét so bd vé cac nén van hda khdng quen
thudc ma quan trong hon la con cé thé giup cung cdp nhiing moé
hinh kha di cho viéc xti ly cac tinh huéng khac nhau ctia Viét Nam.
Néu nhiing doc gia say sua vGi cudn sach nay cé thé lam dugc viéc
do thi ciing c6 thé hy vong rang khung khé ma t6i dé€ xuét trong dé
c6 thé tré nén phong phu hon, dugc diéu chinh va dién giai thém,
va do d6 cé thé tré nén kha dung cho cac thiét ché/hoan canh lich
st ma tac gia nay khong am hiéu. Chi qua lam viéc tap thé, tiép
can theo hudéng khong don nhit mdéi c6 thé phat trién. Toi hy vong
nhiing bai viét ctia minh c6 thé déng gép cho muc dich do.

Tel Aviv, thang 12 nam 2013

Itamar Even-Zohar



ITAMAR EVEN-ZOHAR
TRONG PA SINH QUYEN VAN HOA

Tran Hai Yén

1. Nhitng nét phac vé tac gia va sw nghiép

Itamar Even-Zohar (1939-), mot tén tudi con kha la 13am ¢ Viét
Nam, 1a nha nghién ctru van héa nguoi Israel, Gido su tai Pai hoc
Tel Aviv.

Sinh truéng tai Tel Aviv, sau khi nhan bang Ctr nhan, Thac si
va Tién si tai Dai hoc Tel Aviv, Dai hoc Hebrew & Jerusalem, Even-
Zohar lai tr& vé trung tdm hoc thuat ving Trung Pong — Pai hoc Tel
AViv — va gin b6 cho dén hién tai. Tir 1977, tai day, Even-Zoharda
gitt chan Gi4o su vé Thi hoc va Vian hoc so sanh, va cac vi tri ndi bat
ma 6ng kiém nhiém dam trach bao gom: Chu tich Vién Porter vé
Thihoc va Ky hidu hoc (1986-1992), Bién tap to Poetics Today (1987-
1993) va to Ha-Sifrut (1976-1983), Gi4o su Chu tich tai Bernstein vé
Ly thuyét dich (1973-1982), Giao su Chu tich ciia Artzt vé Lich str
van chuong (1982-1990), Gido su Chu tich Vién Porter vé Ky hiéu
hoc va Ly thuyét vin hoc (1987-1993), va Chu tich Sang lap trudong
Van héa hoc Shirley va Porter Leslie (1986-1992). Ttr nam 1993 6ng
cting la Giao su cia nhém Nghién ctru Van héa tai Pai hoc Tel Aviv
va tir 1995 6ng la Chu tich Chuong trinh dao tao méi cho sinh vién
vé Nghién ctru Vian hoa va la Truong ban Nghién ctru Vian hoa. C6
thé nai, trong khoang thoi gian tir 1990 dén 2007 6ng da dam trach
vi tri ngudi dan dao cac td chirc va nhiéu hoat ddng nghién ciru vin
héa, ky hiéu hoc, va dic biét 1a xay dung mot khung ly thuyét cho
nghién ctru van hoa va van chuong tai Pai hoc Tel Aviv, tao nén méot
truong phéi hoc thuat ¢o tén tudi.
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Ngoai ra, Even-Zohar ciing c6 nhiéu khoang thoi gian nghién
cutru tai Oslo, Copenhagen va Stockholm, giang day tai cac truong
dai hoc va trung tdm nghién ctru ¢ chau Au va chau My, nhu
Amsterdam, Paris, Philadelphia, Reykjavik, Québec City, Louvain,
Santiago de Compostela, Santander, St. John's (Newfoundland),
Barcelona va Santa Cruz, California.

Két qua nghién ctru ctia 6ng dugc cong bd chu yéu qua ba
cong trinh: Papers in Historical Poetics (1978), Polysystem Studies
(1990), va Papers in Culture Research (tap hop trong nhirng nam
2005-6, cap nhat nam 2010). Vao nam 2008, mét Hoi thao khoa
hoc mang tén Nhirng két ndi vdn héa va viéc kién tao cdc nén vdn
héa (Cultural Contacts and the Making of Cultures) ton vinh thanh
tyu 40 nidm nghién ciru ctia 6ng da duoc té chirc tai Pai hoc Tel
Aviv, véi sy tham gia ctia nhiéu hoc gia quoc  tél.

2. Néi rong mot khung hoc thuat, budc vao nhitng khong gian méi

O diém khai dau con duodng hoc thuat, cudi nhirng nam 1960,
nhu Itamar Even-Zohar cho biét, mdé hinh mang tinh dong nhat
trong nghién ctru khoa hoc nhan vian 1a “mot tin diéu chu luu” tai
Israel — viing dat Trung Pong, 6ng di c6 nhiing “dich chuyén” qua
quyét va dang khdm phuyc. Tir mdi quan tam dau tién 1a ngon ngir
dudi goc do cau tric luan, ltamar Even-Zohar da chuyén sang tim
hiéu sau nhitng van dé ciia van chuong. O dia vuc ndy, vao nhimng
nam 1970, khi quan sat hién tugng van hoc dich 6ng da nhan
ra trang thai khéng thuan nhat cua doi song vin chuong va day
guan sat nay thanh mét nhan dinh mang tinh phuong phap luan,
hoan toan trai nguoc véi xu thé tiép can chung. Ong nhin cac dich
chuyén van chuong trong lich str cia né6 nhu mot chuyén dong hon
mang, va nhan ra nhimng két ndi, giao thoa giita cac tién trinh van
chuong cung nhitng co ché van hanh cuia chlng. Toan bo nhing
quan sat d6 duoc khai niém hda thanh “ly thuyét da hé thdng”. N&
luc cta 6ng nhan duoc ca hai chiéu phan hoi, tan thanh va phan dbi,
ma phan d6i chiém phan nhiéu hon. DU vay, Itamar Even-Zohar
da thanh céng trong viéc tao ra mot khai niém mdi “da hé théng”
(“polysystem™), ham y ddi 1ap ré rang véi md hinh tiép can truyén

1 Théng tin thém, xin truy cap tai http://www.tau.ac.il/tarbut/IEZ-Workshop2008/
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théng thuan nhéat. Itamar Even-Zohar nhan hoc vi Tién si v6i nhiing
ghi nhan xuat sac va bat dau dugc hoc gidi quan tam tir day.

Tuy nhién, mot thoi gian nge"ln sau, Even-Zohar da nhan ra
khéng gian chat chdi cua vin chuong néu chi nhin né nhu méot
hé théng. Vén khong thoa min véi nhitng mic dinh 1y thuyét
cua chu nghia hinh thirc Nga cho nghién ctru van chuong, Even-
Zohar tim ra mot két hop mai: 1y thuyét da hé thdng van chuong,
nhu d3 noi ¢ trén, bang su ké thira chinh truong phai nay, voi cha
nghia cu tric Czech va ky hiéu hoc Tartu. Dén cudi nhitng nim
1980, 6ng lai khién gidi nghién ctru nhan vin phai cht y mot lan
nita, khi trinh bay 1y thuyét da hé théng ma chinh ong da khoi
phat, trong mdt pham vi rong hon, la van hoa:

V& can ban, 1y thuyét da hé théng, mic du ban dau duoc hinh thanh

dé thao tac cho vin chuong, da phat trién thanh mét phuong phap

ludn nham giai quyét pham vi rong 16n hon tinh phirc tap trong van
héa. Vi ly thuyét ndy, t6i va mot s dong nghiép cung hudng dén
nghién ctru van hoa.

Quanh dng dan dan hinh thanh mot nhém cac nha nghién ciru
tré. Mo rong dién khao sat cia minh ra khoi thé gisi Trung Pong
quen thudc, sang chau Au, chau My, va mot s6 khu vuc chau A, céc
nghién ciru cta 6ng va dong su da kién tao nén mot khung khé ly
thuyét vig chic va hitu dung cho nghién ciru van hoa. Piéu dac
biét 1a & khung khd ndi rong ndy, ¢6 thé thay nhiéu tri thirc Kinh
té hoc da duoc 6ng van dung kha than trong nhung ciing diy ham
ho. Céc hién twong hinh thanh, dich chuyén, giao thoa van héa va
nhitng thiét ché di kém vé&i cac qué trinh d6 ma 6ng timg dé xuét
trude day, dén dau nhirng nam 1990, dugc 6ng hinh dung thém qua
nhiing ling kinh mdi, thanh nhiing qua trinh san xuat hang hoa,
nhitng giao dich hang hoéa,... Tuy nhién, y tuéng “van hoa nhu la
hang hoa” mang tinh bd sung ndy khdng pha v& quan diém cau tric
cua Ong. Itamar Even-Zohar trudce sau kién tri va trung thanh voi
nhan quan cau tric hoc — diém cdt 18i ciia thuyét da hé thong. Noi
cach khéac, dén nhing nam 1990, c4c nghién ciru van hoa cuia ltamar
Even-Zohar di co6 ca bé rong 1an chiéu sau trong ca pham vi khao
sat ciing nhu tinh 1y thuyét cua nd. Khoang khdng gian nghién ciru
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rong ra dén dau anh huong cua 1y thuyét da hé théng van hoa cua
nhém Itamar Even-Zohar lan toa dén d6, va con hon thé.

Theo Dora Sales Salvador — nha nghién ctiru Tay Ban Nha véi
mot quan tdm rong dén vian hoc My Latin va An D6 (viét bang
tiéng Anh), 1y thuyét van hoc phi phuong Tay, vin hoc so sanh,
phién dich hoc, van hoa hoc, va truyén thong lién van hoa thi:

Ly thuyét da hé thong dua ra mot khung nhan biét vé nhiing su viéc
ngAu nhién trong van hoa va quyén luc, va nhimg dong luc linh dong,
trong tinh khéng thuan nhét ctia bat ky mot hé thong nao. Ong khuyén
khich su can thiét phai dinh nghia vin chuong nhu mot (da) hé théng
dong, nhu bat ky mot t6 chire Ky hiéu hoc nao khéc, 1a mot hop phan
trong da hé thong van hoa, do vay hiéu vi tri van hoa, Xa hoi, lich sir
va tu tudng cua vin chuong va bat ky vin ban vin hoa nao khac nhu
nhitng hinh thirc cua san xuat van héa, va vi ly do nay, khdng thé
nghién ctru ching nhu thé ching duoc tao tac trong chan khéng, vi,
cach nay hay cach khéc, “van chuong la giao dich (transactional)”.

Sang khu vuc vian héa chau A, cu thé 1a tai Hong Kong, Iy thuyét
da hé thdng cua Itamar Even-Zohar dugc din nhap nhu sau:

Gia thuyét 1y thuyét da hé thong ctia Itamar Even-Zohar vén dugc
thiét ké nhu mot bo khung 1y thuyét cho nghién ciru mang tinh mo
ta v& van chuong va ngdn ngit trong khung canh vin hda cua chang.
Ly thuyét cua 6ng da c6 mot anh hudng to 16n dén chuyén nganh
dich thuat hoc, va mét "truong phai" dugc coi 1a hinh thanh dudi
anh huong cta nd. Sy hdp dan cua ly thuyét nay ddi véi cac nha
nghién ctru dich thuat c6 18 nim & quan diém ma, nhu Even-Zohar
(1979:300) tuyén bd, "nhitng van dé vi té vé viéc van chuong lién hé
qua lai ra sao v&i ngdn ngit, x& hoi, kinh té, chinh tri, tu tudng, v.v.”

Ciing vi thé, nha nghién ctru ndy, Chang Nam Fung — Gio
su Pai hoc Lingnan (Hong Kong), da danh gia cac dong gop hoc
thuat cua Itamar Even-Zohar 1a nhitng “budc ngoat van hoa”:

Even-Zohar ciing bat dau tao mot “budc ngoit van hoéa” vao nhitng

nam 1990, theo nghia 6ng chuyén quan tdm nghién ctru cua minh

tr van chuong va ngdén nglr sang van hoéa noéi chung. Viéc nay co
thé thay rd trong hai bai viét gan dy. Thir nhét, trong bai viét nim

y —
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1997 Ly thuyét da hé théng éng da chuyén 1y thuyét nay thanh mot
1y thuyét vin hoéa bang cach x6a bé nhiing dan du chuyén sau vé
ngdn ngit, vin chuong va dich thuat. Thi hai, va quan trong nhat,
trong Cdc nhdn té va nhitng 1é thudc trong vdn hoa.

Theo Chang Nam Fung, “Ly thuyét da hé théng cua Even-
Zohar cung cip dan ¥ cho mot khung khd toan dién. N6 chi can
dugc trd nén thuc chat hon”. Va quan diém nay chinh 1a chd chia
sé v6i Gentzler — Gido su My gbc Purc, chuyén gia vé vin hoc so
sanh, khi éng noi:

Ut diém cua ly thuyét da hé thong 1a n6 cho phép khuyéch dai chinh

né va cho phép két hop nghién ctru van chuong véi nghién ciru céc

sttc manh x3 hoi kinh té trong lich str. Even-Zohar dung thuat ngir

“da” (poly) chinh la cho phép c6 su phat sinh va phirc tap nhu vay

ma khong phai han ché s6 lugng quan hé va két nbi 1an nhau.

Nhitng nguyén tic ma 6ng dung dé miéu ta cac quan hé bén trong

hé théng vin chuong ciing c6 thé ap dung cho nhitng quan hé cua

n6 vdi ngoai van chuong (1993:120).

Con ban than Itamar Even-Zohar di tu 1y giai vé tim toi cua
minh:

Viy tuong vé da hé thdng, can ban lién quan dén dong niang va tinh
di biét, nén nd cho phép khai niém hoa nhiéu treong hop khac nhau
va vénh léch nhau ciia cac ting vian hoa. Cac dong luc lién vianhoa,
xuyén vin hoa, va ndi van hoa la nhitng chiéu huéng khong thé bo
qua cua bat ky cach tiép can da hé théng nao. Khéc vai cac ly thuyét
hau hién dai, diém khéi dau cua n6 khong phai 1a tu tuéng. N6 tao
ra mot cong cu tét hon cho viée xir 1y nhiéu tinh hudng phirc tap.

Theo ong, 1y thuyét da hé thong 1a:

mot hé cac gia thuyét cé thé c6 dé xur Iy su hdn mang va tinh phurc
tap ma khong tir bd muc tiéu hinh thanh nhirng gia thuyét mang
tinh ly giai trong khung kh triét ly gian di vakinh té.

CO thé thiy rang, tinh tir thoi diém bat dau khai niém héa mot
thao tac nghién ctiru mang tinh di biét v6i xu thé duong thoi dén nay
ly thuyét da hé thong da trai qua mét quang thoi gian thir nghiém,
diéu chinh, tranh bién va tu tranh bién 40 nim. T dau nhing
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niam 1970 Even-Zohar d3 trién khai cac nghién ctruvé tinh phtrc
hop va tuong thudc ctia cac hé thdng xa hoi-van hoa. Trén coso
nhitng khai niém mang tinh ciu trac ctia Saussure vé ngodn ngir,
dng mo sang cac hoat ddng van hoda phirc hop va séng dong. Két
qua la Even-Zohar di dua ra ¥ niém vé mot “Chu nghia ciu trdc
dong” (Dynamic Structuralism) véi khai niém “Hé théng mo cua
cac hé théng” @é thu hit cac phuong dién ctia tinh kha bién va da
dang trong khéng gian va thai gian. Dung cach tiép can mai nay,
trong nhirng nam 1980 va 90 6ng da tién hanh mot chuong trinh
nghién ctru hé thdng vin chuong, tao nén tang cho cac trudng phai
m&i vé vin hoc va dich thuat hoc. Phuong phap nay cho phép cac
nha nghién ctru tach khoi nhitng khai niém truyén thdng vé“van
chuong” va “vin hoéa” vén duoc coi 1a san pham mang tinh sach
v&, khdm phé nhitng tac dong qua lai da chiéu gitra “trung tAm” va
“ngoai vi”, gitra “dién pham” va “phi dién pham”. Vi nhitng dong
gop mang tinh ly thuyét/phuong phap luan trong linh vuc nghién
ctru van héa, van chuong, Iltamar Even-Zohar tré thanh nguoi tién
phong trong nghién ctru va dé xuat ly thuyét da hé théng vin hoa,
van chuong. Quan niém cua Itamar Even-Zohar, rﬁng: van héa, van
chuong nhan loai khéng phai la nhitng don thé biét lap, phi twong
tac; rang: viéc dinh vi “trung tAm” — “ngoai bién” chi I nhitng thao
tac mang tinh twong d6i, c6 ngir canh; va rang: khi xem xét cac giao
thoa khéng thé bo qua vai trd ctia nhitng dong nang trong mdi nén
vin hoa vin chuong, trén thyuc té c6 mot y nghia quan trong trong
lich str ¥ thirc hé ctia nganh khoa hoc xa hoi nhén van, boi n6 gop
phan budc thuyét “di Au vi trung” phai dimg vao vi tri dung cta
minh. Thém nira, khai niém da hé théng van héa, van chuong va
dién giai cia 6ng vé su tuong tAc bén trong va tuong tac gitra cac hé
théng, tuong tac lién hé thong nay da mo ra nhimg kha ning méi
cho viéc nhin nhan ban chat va gia tri van hoa ctia cac giao thoa van
héa, vin chuong — mét hién twong phé bién trong moi phat trién va
cang tré nén quan yéu trong thé gi¢i duong dai.

3. Ly thuyét da hé thong v6i khong gian ViétNam

3.1. Ly thuyét da hé thdng (Polysystem Theory) do Even-Zohar
dé xuét tir nhitng nghién ctru thuc té vé giao thoa van chuong vin
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hoa, v& van hoc dich, va vai trd cia vin héa vin chuong trong viéc
kién tao qubc gia/dan toc da tré thanh dé tai cua céac tranh luin
hoc thuat tai cac hoi thao quéc té trong nhiéu nam, dugc dan nhap
vao Phap, Tay Ban Nha, Trung Qudc (Hong Kong), va dic biét 1a
da duoc cac cong trinh mang tinh Iy thuyét trich dan trong chuong
trinh dao tao tai mot s dai hoc hang dau thé gidi va chau Aut. Mébi
quan tdm ndy cua Itamar Even-Zohar xuét hién ¢ 6ng tir 40 nim
trudc, va lién tuc duoc tac gia bo sung, diéu chinh cho dén gan day?.

Voi riéng Viét Nam va nghién ciru khoa hoc xa hoi cua Viét
Nam, cac cbng trinh cta Itamar Even-Zohar ngoai nhiing gia tri
chung noi trén, theo chung toi con hitu ich & chd: 1) Viét Nam
la nudc co6 lich sir van hoa phat trién 1au dai, nhung luén ¢ vi thé
phu thudoc va di sau, nén c6 kha nhiéu chia sé vdi nhiing tinh
hudng ciing nhu giai phap dugc dit ra trong nghién ciru cia tac
gia; 2) O thoi diém hién tai, cAc gia tri van héa va nghién ctru van
hoa xa hoi & Viét Nam van dang gip vo van vudng miac, khiing
hoang; 3) Ban than cong trinh nghién cuiu cua Itamar Even-
Zohar d3 khong con 1a méi mé véi hoc gidgi qubc té, nhung tai
Viét Nam cho dén nay chi mét sd it nha nghién ctru biét dén né
va dan nhap vao doc gia Viét Nam tir goc d6 quan tAm riéng, nhu
vai trd cua dich thuat vin chuong?, hoic van dé trung tAm-ngoai
bién* — nhiing van dé mang tinh bd phan cta hé théng quan tam
& Even-Zohar. Goc nhin Viét Nam ddi véi két qua nghién ciu

1 Xinxem Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory do University of Toronto
Press 4n hanh nam 1993, muc tir “Polysystem Theory”; David Damrosch. What
is World Literature?, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003; va danh muc
cac ban dich bai viét cia 6ng ra cac thir tiéng nudc ngoai tai http:/www.tau.
ac.il/~itamarez%?20/works/papers/translation/index.html.

2 Co6 thé quan sat méi luu tim bén bi ndy qua cac 4n ban dién tir Papers in
Historical Poetics (1978), Polysystem Studies (1990), Papers in Culture Research
(2005-2006, 2010).

3 bola nhung quan tdm cua Tién si Nguyén Duy Binh (Pai hoc Vinh) thé hién
qua mot sé bai viét, va tap trung nhat trong dé tai Tiép nhdn vdin hoc Phdp & Viét
Nam dwéi géc nhin ctia Iy thuyét phitc hé dang thuc hién véi su hd tro cia Quy
NAFOSTED ViétNam.

4 Xin xem Lé Nguyén Long, “Trung tdm va ngoai bién: tir h¢ hinh c4u trac luin
dén hé hinh hau cau trac luan”, Nghién cttu Vin hoc, sé 4 (thang Tu nam 2013),
tr.26-49.
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cua Itamar Even-Zohar chic chén 1a cé ly, xét tir quan diém dinh
gia gia tri, tr nhu cau, tir diéu kién lam viéc hay pham vi ctaa chu
dé ma cac tac gia ban dja dang ban dén... Noi cach khac, voi
Viét Nam, 1y thuyét da hé thdng va nhitng nghién ctru vin hoa
cua Itamar Even-Zohar cho dén nay mdi chi 1a nhitng “dan nhéap
nhén thé”; con thuc su chung 1a gi va dugc hinh thanh ra sao...,
thi van con xa x6i va mo hd.

3.2. Thuc chét, buéce 1am quen dau tién ctia chiing tdi véi ltamar
Even-Zohar ciing tir mot d6i diém nhén theo cach trén. Song day
thém tim hiéu cta minh sang toan bd hé théng lam viéc cua ong,
chiing t8i nhan ra rang, sé& 1a hiru ich hon néu nguoi doc ¢6 co hoi
hiéu biét day du vé hé thdng quan niém ctia nguoi san sinh ra no,
va nhat 13 biét va hiéu co so hinh thanh nén hé thdng d6. Cong
trinh cta ltamar Even-Zohar c6 thé 1a su go1 y cho viéc di tim
nhitng dap an kha thi nhat dinh cho cac van dé hién tai va lau dai
dang dit ra & Viét Nam; va viéc gidi thiéu toan canh 1y thuyét da
hé thdng van héa van chuong cta 6ng ciing ¢6 thé cung cap céc dix
liéu can thiét cho viéc suy tu ca ly thuyét ciing nhu thuc tién dé su
lwa chon, can nhéc cé co s& hon, hodc tu nhan thirc vé van hoa tro
nén da chiéu hon. Bén canh do, nhitng bt toan trong cé4c thao tac
ciing nhu két qua 1am viéc ctia 6ng ciing s& ¢o gia tri goi dan khong
nho cho chung ta, khi d6i dién véi thuc té Viét Nam.

B&i, nhu chinh Itamar Even-Zohar noéi, “cong trinh tap hop
nam 1990 cua t6i ¢6 18 1a dong gop cudi cung va la cong trinh chia
tay voi mot dé tai nghién ciru (ly thuyét da hé thong — THY) — noi
van chuong dugc khic hoa thanh nhan vat chinh, va tir nam 1993,
t6i chuyén sang giai quyét mot dé tai ma & d6 “vian chuong” tham
chi khéng c6 mat”. Thém nita, bén canh viéc tu khang dinh thé
manh, chd khu biét ciia nghién ctru van hoa bang 1y thuyét da hé
thdng so vdi cac cach tiép can van hoa khac:

Mot phuong dién rit co ban cua 1y thuyét da hé théng 1a loai bod
nhitng dinh gia gia tri van hda va c4c san pham vin hoa... Khi nghién
ctru van hoa, ching t6i cd ging tranh roi vao nhirng chiéc biy cia
hoac “binh dan la dich thuc va chan chinh” hoac “binh dan la su
thoai hoa cua nhirng gia tri cao.
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ong ciing da nhan thay va thira nhan rang “1y thuyét do s& khéng
tién trién duoc bang cach viét di viét lai nén tang cin ban cua
chinh no”. Nghia 1a 6ng biét 1y thuyét ctia minh khéng chi can
duoc diéu chinh ma c6 thé da dén lic can ¢ su thay méi.

Nhu mét 1& duong nhién, moi 1y thuyét déu xuét sinh tir mot/
nhirng diéu kién cu thé, khong mot ly thuyét nao la hoan hao, va
ngay ca mot Iy thuyét wu viét nhat ciing khong phai 1a chia khoa
van niang. Piy ciing 12 mot nguyén cd khién ching tdi c6 thém
mot Phu luc 1a phan tich ctia mét hoc gia Trung Qudc — noi 6 mot
thuc tién lich sir, vin héa mang nhiéu diém chia sé véi Viét Nam.
(Cudc trao doi gitta Even Zohar v&i mot phong vién ciing duoc
dua thém vao Phu luc v6i muc dich giap doc gia Viét Nam hiéu
thém chu dich cua tac gia.) Song trén hét, ¥ tudng va quan niém
cta Itamar Even-Zohar can duoc nhan biét bang chinh nhitng bo
6c Viét Nam mot khi n6 xuét hién & day. Y tuéng nay cua ching
t0i nay ra nhu mot su ty hung phan dé “tu tro” cho mot khai hanh
dugc bat dau tir nhiéu niam trude day, lai ngiu nhién gip g& vai
quan niém cua tac gia khi 6ng dong y viét ‘Loi dau’ cho an ban
tiéng Viét vao thoi diém nay:

Vi nhitng hiéu biét it 6i v& Viét Nam, t6i tin ring cac van dé cua

tinh khdng thuan nhat khéng nén xa la véi doc gia Viét Nam cua toi,

bai trang thai d6 quen thudc & nhiéu cap do trong vin héa Viét Nam
va theo doc lich str Viét Nam. Téi dang nhic dén khong chi thuc té
rang Viét Nam la qué huong ctia nhiéu toc ngudi va nhém vin hoa
khac nhau — ma mot sé trong d6 1a ban dia, con s khac 1a nguoi
nhap cu sau ndy, ma con nhic dén tinh da dang trong cac nhém uu
dang. Hon nita, Viét Nam chua bao gio sdng trong mot thé gidi biét
1ap, Vi nhitng quan hé véi Trung Hoa va phan con lai ctua ban dao
Poéng Duong, ciing nhu giao thoa quy md véi phuong Tay ludn rat
hé trong d6i v&i sy ton tai cia minh. Do vy, tdi cam thay véi nhitng
d6i thay rat thoang qua, cac van dé cua Viét Nam ciing c6 thé dé&
dang thay thé mot s6 quy trinh van hda da duogc phan tich trong cac
nghién ctru ctia tdi — nhirng quy trinh 4p dung vao cac vang lanh tho
khac va cac nén vian hda khéac, hoic chiing c6 thé dong vai trd nhitng
vat twong thich mang tinh soi sang. Toi hy vong rang cuén sach nay
s& gitp doc gia Viét Nam khong chi trong viéc ¢6 dugce nhitng hiéu
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biét so bod vé cac nén van hda khéng quen thudc ma quan trong hon
12 con ¢ thé gitp cung cap nhirng mé hinh kha di cho viéc xur ly cac
tinh hudng khac nhau cua Viét Nam. Néu nhirng doc gia say sua voi
cudn sach nay co thé 1am duoc viéc d6 thi cling ¢6 thé hy vong rang
khung khé ma tdi dé xuét trong doé c6 thé tré nén phong pht hon,
duoc diéu chinh va dién giai thém, va do d6 c6 thé tro nén kha dung
cho céac thiét ché/hoan canh lich str ma tac gia nay khéng am hiéu.
Chi qua lam viéc tap thé, tiép can theo hudng khéng don nhat maéi
c6 thé phat trién.

3.3. Vi nhiing ai doc ki cac bai viét cia tac gia sé& thdy ¥ niém
trén day da tham thau trong hau hét cac nghién ctru cuia dng. Chiu
anh hudng manh ciia cu tric luan, Itamar Even-Zohar da buédc
vao linh vuc van hda hoc va dinh vi cho minh mot vi tri riéng gitra
cac trao luu van héa hoc duong dai. Puc két ctia nha khoa hoc
Trung Pong & nhitng nam dau thé ky 21 nay lai ngau nhién bao
chira nhiéu twong ddng vdi nha nhan ching hoc xuat sic ngudi
Phéap — Claude Lévi-Strauss — nhirng nam 1950. Tur quan sat cac
ching tdc nguodi theo cach nhin ciu tric chu nghia, Lévi-Strauss
ting di dén nhan xét rang “doi séng loai ngudi khong phat trién
theo mot su don diéu giéng hét nhau, ma 1a qua nhiing phuong
thirc da dang dén la ling ctia cac x4 hoi va cac nén van minh™, hay:
ban chét ctia van minh 13 sy cung ton tai, lién hgp ciia nhitng nén
van hoa khéc biét2. Va ¢ vi tri “trung tim”, dé xuat cach nhin gia tri
van minh va lich stir nhan loai cua Lévi-Strauss:

That ra nhimg yéu t6 d6 (cdng hién ctia mdi téc ngudi cho vian minh

nhan loai — THY) it quan trong hon céi cach thu nhap, duy tri hay loai

trir ching & mdi nén vin héa. Va cai lam nén tinh doc dao cia mdi

nén van hda chu yéu nam & cach giai quyét cac van dé cua riéng nd.2
thuc sy khéng khac véi duc rat cia Even-Zohar. Ho gidng nhau
vi c6 diém xuit phat chung la chii nghia cdu tric? Chéc chin
la khéng!

1 Chiing téc va Lich stv (Nguoi dich: Huyén Giang), Hoi Khoa hoc Lich sir xb,
H.1996, tr.10.

2 Nhutrén,tr.89-90.
3 Nhu trén,tr.56.
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Thém mot dbi sanh khac. Trong 161 “Dan nhap” cho tiéu luin
“Ly thuyét da hé thdng” tac gia cho biét quan niém ctia minh vé mot
ly thuyét: “cac phuong phap va phuong phap luan khdng phai — nhu
ching ta biét tir lich sir khoa hoc va lich st tu tuéng — 14 san pham
cua mdt chuong trinh triru trong nao dé6 dugc tuan thu mot cach
hé théng bodi cac nhdm hoc gia man can”. Ong ciing khang dinh
moi du nhap ly thuyét khong thé duoc tién hanh theo cach coi d6 la
“nhitg céng cu” cho viéc “giai quyét c4C van d& ma ban chit phirc
tao ctia n6 khong thé xu 1y duoc bing phuong tién quan sat gian
don hay an tuong mo hd”. Nhitng y tudng nhu vay vé 1y thuyét &
Itamar Even-Zohar lai ciing cing mdt chiéu hudng véi Edward Said
— mot chuyén gia vin hoc so sanh va ly thuyét hau thuc dan, khi 6ng
luan vé su du hanh caa lythuyét:

ching ta chic chan phai vay muon mot khi mudn vuot qua nhirng
rang budc ctia mdi trudng tri thirc ké can. Ching ta dut khoat can
dén 1y thuyét boi du thir Iy do ma han sé budn té néu nhic lai &
day. Tuy nhién diéu con can hon va quan trong hon 1y thuyét 1a
mot nhan thirc phé binh rang s& khong mét 1y thuyét nao cé thé
bao quéat, ngin can, luong trude duoc tit ca nhitng hoan canh ma
ching dugc str dung.

va:

... mdt dot pha c6 thé trd thanh cam by néu n6 duoc str dung mot
cach khdng phé phan, 1ap di lap lai va khéng gidi han?.

Ho gip nhau vi ca hai 1a nhiing nguodi déng thoi (Even-
Zohar sinh nam 1939, Said nim 1935)? Vi ho 1a nhiing dong
huong Trung Can Pong (Said sinh ra la nguoi Palestine, con
Even-Zohar 1a Israel)? Han nhién, cau tra 1oi ¢ day ciing la
phu dinh.

Cudbi cung, dé két 1ai dan nhap nho nay, chdng tdi mudn nhic
lai: qua trinh xuat hién va “du hanh” ciia 1y thuyét da hé théng,
nhu da néi & trén, ty n6 1a hinh anh minh hoa sinh dong nhét
cho tinh da dang cua nhiing ton tai va két ndi tri thire. Tir mot
dia diém khiém nhuong trén ban dd khoa hoc, ly thuyét da hé

1 Edward Said. “Travelling theory”, The World, the Text and the Critic, Havard
University Press, Cambridge, 1983. (Ban dich ctia Nguyén Pao Nguyén)
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thdng d3 thanh hinh, di ra thé gii bén ngoai, va bay gio dén Viét
Nam. Pat trong mot khong gian madi, bd khung hoc thuat nay
dang doi chd dugc don nhan nhu cach ma ngudi sinh thanh ra
n6 mong moi, “mot khung nhan biét”, “mot hé gia thuyét” dé xu
1y céc tinh hudng thuc té phic tap.

y/ S
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DAN NHAP

Ly thuyét da hé thong dugc dua ra trong cac cong trinh
nhiing nam 1969 va 1970, sau d6 dugc tai cdu truc va phat trién
trong mot s6 nghién ctiu sau nay cta toi va (t6i hy vong) né sé
dugc nhiéu nha khoa hoc & cidc nudc cai tién, sau d6 chia sé,
phat trién, md& rong, va trdi nghiém. Mac du, nhu Segal (1982)
da quan sat chinh xdc, ly thuyét da hé thong xuit hién trong
cong trinh cd nhan nam ngoai nhu cau gidi quyét mot s6 van dé
rat chuyén biét (lién quan dén ly thuyét dich [Even-Zohar 1971]
cting nhu ciu truc lich st phtc tap ctia van chuong Hebrew
[Even-Zohar 1970, 1972, v.v...]), c6 nén tang da dugc cac nha
cht nghia hinh thitic Nga thiét dinh viing chac vao nhiing ndm
1920. Tiéc la, nhiing khdi niém 1éch lac vé cht nghia hinh thtic
Nga van chiém uu thé, di€éu nay giai thich vi sao viéc “danh
dong” sai léch “cht nghia hinh thtc” véi chtl nghia ciu trac cé
tinh lich st va tinh tai van la thai d6 quen gdp trong giGi chuyén
moén. Nhung bat ky ai am hiéu giai doan tht hai va la giai doan
phat trién mang tinh quyét dinh nhat ctia hoat dong khoa hoc
trong nhting nam 1920 déu khong thé chdp nhan nhiing khuoén
mau hién hanh vé cht nghia hinh thtic Nga niia.

Cong trinh va nghién ctiu ly thuyét do chti nghia hinh thtic
Nga — noi t6i c6 thé xem xét nhiing gi la nén tang cua ly thuyét
da hé thong xudt hién, rat da dang. N6 dugc thiét ké chu yéu dé
giai quyét nhiing van dé ctia van chuong, nhung mdét mdt chinh
vi khéi niém “van chuong” da trai qua mot loat thay déi hinh
thai (quan trong nhét la viéc ti€p nhan né trong khuén kho rong
16n hon ctia van hoéa), va mat khac vi cac nha ngoén ngi hoc va
nhan hoc vian héa 6 Nga khong bao gio thuc su tach biét cac linh
vuc cua minh khai linh vuc “van chuong” (mét sy tach biét dang
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hién hiu & phuong Tay), nén nhiing gid thuyét nhit dinh duoc
nhiéu “nha hinh thtic cht nghia” hinh thanh hau nhu dong thoi
ca trong nghién ctiu van chuong lan trong nghién ctiu ngoén ngt
va nhan hoc van hoéa. La mot ly thuyét, n6é khong bao git bi giam
cam trong pham vi van chuong, bat ké cac tién dé ctia n6 co thé
la gi. Bay gio toi thdy, sau chiing hai muoi nam lam viéc vé ly
thuyét nay, duong nhu mot qua trinh tuong tu dang xay ra trong
cong trinh ctia ca nhéan t6i, va dudng nhu ca trong céng trinh
cua nhiing dong nghiép khac. Cing vay, ly thuyét da hé thong
khoéng thé tié€p tuc bi giam cam trong chi van chuong. Ly do cua
su phat trién nay c6 thé khdéng giong nhu véi cac nha hinh thic
cht nghia Nga. Tuy nhién, t6i tin rang nhting ly do d6 khong thé
hoan toan khac biét. Vi dudng nhu 1a bat hgp ly khi ngat nhiing
gl tdi tin la nhiing y niém dang thay d&i vé van dé nay, tic “van
chuong”, khoi cac kha nang ly thuyét ma ly thuyét da hé thong
dua lai, bat ké ranh gigi hay khuon khé ctia n6 cé thé€ la gi véi
cac nha hinh thtc cht nghia Nga hay bat ky mot ly thuyét tién
bo6i nao. Mot chudi nhiing phat trién khai niém (khong thé ban
dén & day) dan dan thdac ddy cac nha hinh thitc chu nghia Nga
phat trién khuon khd cua cai ma t6i ddt nhan hiéu la Thuyét chiic
ndang dong (Dynamic Functionalism). M6t khi nhiing quan diém
chung ctia cac nha hinh thtic cht nghia Nga dugc vay mugn trén
dai thé, thi cac y niém khoéng thé van la vay. Boris Ejxenbaum,
trong danh gia ndi tiéng cua dng vé cong trinh nay ctia cac nha
hinh thtic Nga cho dén ndm 1924 (Ejxenbaum 1927 [ban tiéng
Anh in nam 1971]), da dua ra mét ly giai rat thuyét phuc cho
budc phat trién mang tinh quyét dinh nay. Qua thuc, cé thé ndi
rang (nhiing) y niém/khéi niém dang thay d6i da tré thanh ly
thuyét méi, song ly thuyét méi nay cting khién né viia c6 thé viia
budc phai thay dbi (cac) y niém/khai niém trudc dé.

Nhu moét hé qua, ly thuyét da hé thong — dudi bat ky hinh
thiic ndo - r6t cuc sé vuon téi ly giai nhiing hop thé rong hon
van chuong. Tuy nhién, “van chuong” khong “hiu quanh” hay
“bi thanh trtiing” bdi mot quy trinh nhu vay. Ngugc lai, do la
co hoi sdn c6 d€ vugt ra khoi géc hep ma né bi day vao (déi
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khi do nhiing du dinh t6t dep) bdi truyén théng tuong doi gan
chung ta. Van chuong do vay dugc hinh dung khong phai nhu
mot hoat dong biét lap trong xa hoi, dugc diéu khién badi nhiing
nguyén tic riéng (va vén da) khac véi tat ca nhiing gi con lai cia
cac hoat dong ctia con ngudi, ma nhu moét nhan t6 khong thé
thiéu - thuong la trung tdm va rat manh trong cac hoat dong do.
Viéc mot phat trién nhu vay la “duong nhién” d6i v6i Thuyét chiic
nang dong cb thé dugc chiing thuc bai thuc té la nhiing ngudsi
khac nhau c6 thé di dén nhiing két luin tuong tu khong chi trong
nhiing nam 1920 va 1930 (nhu Tynjanov & Nga va Bogatyrév &
Prague) ma ca trong nhiing ndm gan day. Khéong ngac nhién laly
thuyét da hé thong ctia cd nhéan t6i can lam nhoe mo cac bo phan
cua ly thuyét van chuong cting nhu ky hiéu hoc ctia Lotman,
mac du hau hét cac bai viét cia 6ng da trd nén ndi tiéng trén thé
giGi ngay trong nhing nam 1970. Sau hét, chung vuot ra khoi
nhiing tién dé tuong tu va ca truyén thoéng tuong dong. Song
mot trudng hop thuyét phuc va gay an tugng hon la céng trinh
hap dan cua Bourdieu va mét vai cong su ctia 6ng, nhiing ngudi
khong co bat ky lién hé thuc su nao véi cht nghia cau truc dong
(thuyét chiic nang) hay chu nghia hinh thtc, da di dén nhiéu két
ludn gidng nhau, & mot vai linh vuc, theo tdi, la hon hédn c& chu
nghia hinh thiic Nga lan nhiing phat trién sau nay (bao gém ca ly
thuyét ctia cad nhan to6i).

Tuy nhién, vdn dé hung suy ctia cac ly thuyét, cac phuong phap
va phuong phap luan khong phai — nhu ching ta biét ti lich st
khoa hoc va lich st tu tudng — 1a san phdm ctia mot chuong trinh
trtiu tugng nao doé dugc tuan thtt mot cach hé théng bdi cac nhém
hoc gid man can. N6, nhu bat ky hiéu biét nao khac ctia chung ta
vé van hoa, 1a mot su dan xép, cho du la vé tri thic, gitia cdc y niém
triiu tugng va cac tinh huéng cu thé, khéng ban vé cac dang thuc
va nhan t6 “khong tuong thich” khac. Baylaly do vi sao vo s6 cong
trinh do thuyét chtic ning dong (ddng chu y nhatla do cac hoc gia
nhu Tynjanov, Ejxenbaum, hay Jakobson va ddc biét 1a Bogatyrév)
tao ra lai kho phat trién dé€ tiép xic cho du chi & bé ngoai cua
nghién ctiu han 1am vé vin chuong tai phan 16n cac nudc chau Au.
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Khong phai “cac y niém” cua thuyét chiic ning dong déu phtic tap
theo mot nghia nao d6. bung hon la khuoén khé khai niém tong
thé — chuong trinh, nhu né vén cé - ciing nhu cac hgp phén cé thé
cua né da va van xa la v6i nhiing gi ma phan Ién cac hoc gia van
chuong coi la hop thanh nén hoat dong ctia ho. Thuyét chiic ndng
dong khong tuong thich véi moi ti€p can khac chinh la & quan hé
gitia nghién ctu va dé tai.

Quan hé nay ddc biét rd6 rang & cap do siéu ly thuyét (hay
phuong phap luan), noi ma khoa hoc dugc hinh dung duéi dang
cac gia dinh rang (1) khong dé tai nao déc lap v6i mon khoa hoc
(“ly thuyét”) vé€ nhiing gi ma né coi la dé tai, (2) cach thic phu
hgp duy nhéit d€ quan sat mot dé tai la gia dinh rang né dugc
diéu khién bdi nhiing quy luat c6 thé kham pha ra va tuong doi
it, va (3) muc dich ctia bat ky khoa hoc nao (it nhat la ti nhiing
nam 1970) la kham pha nhting quy luat nhu vay. Khoa hoc vé van
chuong, mo6t khdi niém ma khong c¢6 né thuyét chiic naing dong
khéng thé hiéu dugc, do dé khong phai l[a mét hoat dong ma
muc dich la quan sat cdi gi dugc nhiing quan niém cht choét (cac
hé tu tudng/hé thuat ngiti) trong xa hoi dugc coi la “van chuong”
Cang khong phai nhiing quan diém khac nhau ctia mén khoa
hoc nay nhat thiét phai anh hudéng theo bt ky cach nao dén cac
thuat ngti hay quan diém lién quan dén van dé “vin chuong” la
gi. Tém lai, nhiém vu ctia khoa hoc vé van chuong khong phai la
ngdn can ai dé trong xa hoéi cho rang vian chuong la gi. Nhu trong
bat ky linh vuc chuyén moén nao khac, mo6i quan tam duy nhat
cua nd la van hanh hoa nhip véi nhiing nguyén tic/tién trinh c6
kiém soat — nhiing quy trinh dugc chdp nhéin gan day va duogc
hiéu la “luat choi” cua hoat dong tri tué nay. Nhiém vu chinh cua
khoa hoc vé vin chuong do dé khong nhat thiét la d€ giai thich
van ban, hay nha van, hay bat ky diéu gi khac ma & moét thoi ky
nay hay thoi ky khac dugc coi la hat nhén cta van dé dugc ban
téi. Noi khac di, né khong phai la phé binh van chuong ciing
khong phai la triét ly vé€ van chuong hay cudc song.

bay khong phai la noi thich hgp cho viéc dao x6i vao cac van
dé lién quan dén khoa hoc vé van chuong - ddc biét 1a vi nhiéu
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trong s6 cac van dé dugc quan tam dén trong van chuong lai ghét
cay ghét ding chinh y tudng vé mot moén khoa hoc nhu vay - da
dé noéi rang nhiéu khdi niém vé “khoa hoc” van thinh hanh trong
cac linh vuc “nhan van” thuong c6 rat it chat khoa hoc nhu né
dugc hinh dung va thuc hanh hién nay. Cdi ma ching ghét cay
ghét dang khong phai la “khoa hoc” ma la m¢t thuc thé do nao
do, thuong dugc suy bién tii nhiing bién thé€ gian lugc va phé
thong ctia khoa hoc. Khi chidng ta nghe néi rang khoa hoc da
“thdt bai” trong linh vuc vdn chuong, thi cai dugc vién dan dén
nhu 1a “khoa hoc” thudng la hoat ddng nao dé hodc chang cé gi
lién quan dén khoa hoc hodc chi ¢6 vé la mot khoa hoc ma khong
c6 mot hiéu biét t6i thiéu vé nhiing 1€ luat can ban ctia tro choi
nay. Hién nhién, chi mét tuyén b6 vé tinh khoa hoc khong du dé
kién tao nén mot khoa hoc du day. DBiéu do ciing dung cho nhiing
c6 gang nghiém tuc, nhu noé luc dugc khéi ddu bang thuyét chuc
nang dong. Khi vay mugn mot ti€p can “khoa hoc”, thuyét chtic
niang dong da tao ra mot tuyén ngdn vé nhiing y niém, thiét lap
mot chuong trinh phuong phap ludn, mét muc tiéu ma khong
nhat thiét gat hai nhing thanh cong ttc thi hay mét dam bao
cho viéc c6 dugc thanh cong d6. Trong khi nhiing ¢6 gang hinh
thanh nén nhiing 1€ luat tron ven hiu nhu bat dau chinh ti thoi
diém khd&i ddu cua hoat dong do, thi c6 vé nhu ban chit cta
nhiing “luat 1&” nay lai hoi kho hiéu, va c6 vé nhu chung khong
th€ dugc van hanh nhu nhiing chan ly vinh ctiu (nhu truong
hop thudng xay ra trong phé binh vian chuong) ma nhu nhiing
gia thuyét tam thai, s€ bi viit bé hay bién thai bat cd khi nao. Bao
nhiéu “luat 1&” tron ven ctia “van chuong” dugc dua ra hoac dugc
hinh thanh va bao nhiéu trong s6 cac luat 1é d6 hoac chi cé vé la
luat 1&€ hoac tham chi la gia luat 1¢ 1a mot van dé dang dugc ban
dén mot cach thau ddo. Nhung viéc c6 thé van hanh thanh cong
nhiing luat 1é¢ d6 hién nhién phu thudc vao ban chit cua nhiing
ly thuyét dugc van dung. Va, nhu da néi & trén, khong mot dé tai
nao tén tai mot cach tu dong, doc lap véi nhiing ly thuyét nay.

Vi thé, ti€p nhan khung ly thuyét da hé théng nghia la ti€p
nhin moét Iy thuyét tong thé, tic mot mang nhing gia thuyét
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tuong thudc, hon 1a nhiing dé xuit hay y tudng khac hin nhau.
Va toi khong thiy y nghia nao, ching han, trong viéc tié€p nhan
khai niém vé ton ti trat ty ngoai boi canh, vi n6 da bi cat dut khoi
ban chit dugc gia dinh hoac phong doan cua déi tugng ducc
quan sat (tdc dé tai cua ly thuyét nay). Lam vy sé don gian la vay
muon mot vai trong s6 nhiing gia dinh cta ly thuyét da hé thong
bang cach bién ching thanh nhiing thi khac, khé tuong thich
véi ly thuyét nay. Qua thuc, ly thuyét da hé théng ty n6 hiéu ra
rang day la mot qua trinh binh thudng trong su thay d6i hanh xu
v€ van hoéa: ching ta khong hiéu hoac khong chap nhén bat ky
cai gi m&i mé ngoai tru trong khung canh cta cdi ci. Song diéu
nay khong c6 nghia rang chung ta nén thoa man véi cdu trac
nay & cap do nhiing nguyén tic han 1am va chdp nhin n6 khong
phan nan, vi mot tién trinh nhu vay chi dua ra mot ly thuyét da
hé théng, va thuyét chitic nang dong vé dung. Néu ly thuyét da hé
thong dugc dung nhu mot cong cu cho cac van ban va nha van
c8 dién chdng han; hodc trong khung khé khai niém - thd dinh
nghia “van chuong” chi bang vao san phdm cta né va khong thay
su tuong quan gitia cac diéu muc va hé théng, hoac gitia san xuat,
san phdm va tiéu dung; hodc trong mét khung khé gan cac khai
niém vé “quan hé” chi cho “su két n6i” (bd qua nhiing dit doan
vGi tu cach mot trat ty hién hanh), thily thuyét da hé thong sé tré
thanh mot loai ly thuyét khong hoan chinh, ma nhat, va vé dung.
Tat nhién, khong ai cd quyén budc ngudi khac phai ky mot cam
két budc ho dung ly thuyét da hé théng chi véi nghia n6 duogc
phat trién va phuc vu nhiing muc dich do ngudsi khéi xudng néd
dé ra. Nhung t6i budc phai nhdn manh diém nay d€ ngan can
nhiing gi t6i coi la lam gidm gia tri cia moét trong nhing truyén
thong thu vi nhat trong linh viic nay (bao ham ca nhiing viéc lam
cua toi).

Toi tat nhién y thiic day du viéc nhiéu ngudi mat di niém dam
mé “ly thuyét”, khong chi trong linh viuic van chuong ma ca trong
ngon ngi hoc va van héa hoc ndi chung. Qua thuc, nhiéu nguosi
cam thdy “khoa hoc” khong thé€ tra 16i dugc nhiing cau hoi nong
bong vé su hién hiitu mong manh cua ching ta trong vi tru nay.
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Co thé la vay, song to6i thdy ky quic la trong khi tit ca cac hoat
dong khoa hoc khac — bao gom phan 1én cac khoa hoc vé con
ngudi — van bi doi hai phai theo dudi muc dich dét ra cho chinh
ching bang khéi niém khoa hoc dang thinh hanh, thi nghién ctiu
“van chuong” va d6i khi ca nghién ctiu “ngén ngt’, vi ly do bi &n
nao do, lai nam ngoai doi hoi nay. Ngudi ta cd thé rat am hiéu
tinh than cta su thit vong va ndi tuyét vong ctia khoa hoc va tri
thiic — nhiing thi c6 thé thinh hanh & mét vai noi nao dé trong xa
hoéi phuong Tay, song dudng nhu that phi ly khi thé hién nhiing
nguyén tic cta chuyén moén mang tinh han 1am dong thoi lai coi
nhiing nguyén tic cta tro choi khoa hoc nay la khong thich hgp
véi truong hgp dac biét la “van chuong” hoac “ngon ngti”. Vi co ho
la rdt pho bién viéc ngay nay cac nha khoa hoc va sinh vién khong
con quan tam dén viéc “gidi cac cau d6” bang “nghi ra” cau do6. Véi
ho, khoa hoc khong cong hién cho lao dong c6 két qua, ma cho
suy nghi thong minh, khong cho tim toi ma cho nhiing tu tudng
ly tha nhung khong truyén cam hing cho hanh dong. Tho thién
hon, trong mot s6 pham vi, nhiing uu tu vé€ van chuong chi la mét
nguyén c& cho viéc thé hién thai do do6i véi mot hé khong xac dinh
cac van dé. Nhing ngudi duong nhu muén, nhu nhan vat cta
Calvino' dugc thé€ hién mot cach rét ky la, khong dé€ nghién ctiu
ma chi c6 “nhiing vin dé€ d€ tranh cai, nhiing y tudng chung dé gan
cho nhiing y tuéng chung khac™.

Tuy nhién, lam viéc véi thuyét da chiic nang néi chung, va ly
thuyét da hé théng ndi riéng, hoan toan khong tuong thich véi tinh
than danglan téa trong cac nhiéu b phén ctia cong dong khoa hoc

1 TItalo Calvino (1923-1985): Nha bdo, nha vén Italy, chuyén viét hai théloai truyén
ngin va tiéu thuyét. Ong gianh dugc nhiéu giai thudng ctia My, Ao, va Phap. Véi
phong cach cach tan hién dai va ky &o, dng dudc coi la nha van hau hién dai xuat
sdc cua Italy - ND.

2 Nguyén vin: “Non che studino la lingua, quello non vuol fare pit nessuno...
Voglién problemi di dibattere, idee generali da collegrare ad altre idee generali”
(Calvino 1979:50).

*  Nguén cua cac trich dan trong phén viét va trong chu thich caa gia, xin xem
muc “Bibliography” ctia 3 cong trinh Papers in Historical Poetics (tii trang 95 dén
99), Polysystem Studies (tii trang 253 dén 262), va Papers in Culture Research (tl
trang 259 dén 277) tai http://www.tau.ac.il/~itamarez/ez_vita/EZ-TOCS-Books.
htm#Historical Poetics — ND.
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vé vian chuong. Tuy nhién t6i tin rang nhiéu ngudi hién dang chan
ngdy mot y/khdi niém mo hé va khat khao chinh “nhiing tu tudng
truyén cam hiing cho hanh dong nao d6 valao dong cé thanh qua”
Nhiing ngudi nay khong mai mé trong viéc san lung céc ly thuyét
nham xoa diu Weltschmerz' cia minh ma tim kiém nhiing cong cu
du stic giai quyét cac van dé ma ban chit phtic tao ctia né khong
thé xt ly dugc bang phuong tién quan sat gian don hay 4n tuong
mo ho. Téi hy vong nhiing ngudi nay sé tim thay cong dung nao
do ti dang khung khé va linh vic mang tinh khéi niém dugc trinh
bay trong cong trinh nay.

Cac bai trong tip sach nay dugc viét trong suét hai muoi nam
qua. Chung dai dién cho nhiéu phuong dién ctia cong trinh ctua
toi v€ nhiing khia canh khac nhau cta cac ly thuyét da hé thong
van chuong va vian héa. Mot vai trong sé cac bai viét nay da co
mat trong bo sach nho trudc day cua to6i (1978), nhung nay dugc
tai tao lai cho phu hgp véi thuc tai caa linh vic nghién ctu nay.
Chung dugc chia thanh cac phan muc khac nhau ma sy tuong
thudc va gan két chiéu sau ctia ching co6 thé thoat nhin khong
thay r6. Tuy nhién, khong phdn nao trong tap sach nay, ngay ca
khi né gidi quyét nhiing hién tugng dudng nhu vun vit (nhu
nhiing lién két vo doan c6 thé vo hinh khi méi thoat nhin), cé
thé hinh thanh, dan dat va di dén két luan nao d6, du la nhat thoi,
néu khong cé khung khai niém nén tang, tic ly thuyét nay — noi
cac van dé nay c6 thé nay ra ngay ti dau.

1 Day la mot tu tiéng Puc, nghia la néi dau nhan thé (world-pain, hay world-
weariness), mot thuit ngi do tdc gia ngudi Dric Jean Paul Richter dit ra. Thuét
ngti nay chi loai cam giac dugc trai nghiém bdéi nhiing ngudi nhén ra rang thuc
tai khong bao git c6 thé théoa méan nhiing nhu ciu cta tri tué. Thé giGi quan
yém thé nay lan tran trong tdc phdm ctia mot s6 nha van ling man nhu Lord
Byron, Giacomo Leppardi, Fran¢oi — René Chateaubriand, Alfred de Musset, va
Henrich Heine (theo Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia) - ND.
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TO THE VIETNAMESE READER

This book is about heterogeneity in culture, within and
among societies. The dynamics of change, intercultural
relations, intergroup negotiations, and the struggle for access
to resources are all dimensions of heterogeneity. People
perceive and experience differences and diversity in
everyday life even in small and enclosed environments.
However, such personal experiences do not always translate
into explicit conceptions and self-images, probably because
very often they are not reducible — or actually clash — with the
ongoing projection of collective images through the many
powerful from-above transmission channels that exist in
every society to greater or lesser extent. An obvious result is
that while heterogeneity might be an uncontestable fact for a
given society, the self-awareness and self-image of that
society tend to be characterized by homogeneity and
uniformity.

Unfortunately, the search for homogeneity of cultural entities
prevails even in scientific endeavors to study human societies
and their cultural production. To a large extent this academic
tendency has its roots in general popular attitudes. Thus,
researchers who grew up and live in societies with a very
strongly propagated image of uniformity naturally tend to
ignore heterogeneity altogether, or think of it as irrelevant or
marginal. However, I believe that this approach has also
partly emanated from the methodological necessity to reduce
complexity to deal with fewer parameters in order to achieve
precise working tools for conceptualization and empirical
investigation. In principle, such a reduction seems to be
required as a transitional phase before further elaboration can
be attempted. Problematically, however, this supposedly
transitional phase often turns out to be a permanent one,
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blocking — rather than leading — the way to developing more
adequate tools for dealing with complexity.

When I began my academic work in the late 1960s, the
homogeneity models were a mainstream dogma, while
alternative views were regarded almost as heresy. In fact,
alternative models had already been proposed before.
Notably, the Prague School of linguistics and semiotics that
was active in the 1930s developed views of diversity,
especially on the level of language. Nevertheless, these
pioneering endeavors never received the attention they
deserved at the time, and despite having been re-discovered,
as it were, decades after, their diffusion has not been very
successful. My own modest attempt ever since the early 1970s
towards a heterogeneity-oriented approach, initially intended
for the study of literature, was received with neither great
enthusiasm nor approval. I «called this approach
“polysystem”. By this term I hoped to capture both
diversity/variety/heterogeneity (denoted by the Greek work
“poly” [many]) and regularity, repetitiveness, and organizedness
(denoted by the word “system”), thus conceptualized as
“dynamic structuralism”, or “the order within disorder.” I
am not sure how successful this terminology has been, given
that in certain traditions the term “system” carries a
deterministic connotation of “rigid order” rather than
connoting “an aggregate of interdependent functions,”
more or less accepted in modern system theories. A
prominent scholar in system theory such as Pierre Bourdieu
thus preferred the terms “field” (champ) and “positions
taking” (prise de positions) over “system”, precisely to avoid
such a potential conceptual confusion within his own
domestic tradition. Nevertheless, the term “polysystem” has
been embraced in various fields of study, notably in
Translation Studies, and persists to date, which brings me to

as 1is
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think that we can live with it, especially if we wish to avoid
the rollercoaster of changing terminology fashions.

Fortunately, in recent decades, thanks to the rise of
complexity theories and similar endeavors, heterogeneity-
oriented models seem to have become more acceptable and
enjoy greater scientific acceptance. Moreover, in various
disciplines in both Humanities and the Social Sciences,
influenced by “Postmodern” thinking, “hybridity,”
“diversity,” and similar such notions have become the order
of the day. This has not always been very fortunate from my
point of view, because these approaches often have tended to
equate diversity with “chaos”, giving up the attempt to
diagnose regularities of complexity in terms of the set of
relations that obtain within a culture. But all in all, in spite of
these recent developments, homogeneity still seems to
constitute the default view taught to students on all academic
levels. It is very rarely, I fear, that students are being
seriously and effectively confronted with conceptual
challenges produced by the complexity of culture. As a
result, in most cases cultures are still discussed as uniform
entities even by anthropologists and sociologists. This is most
obvious in studies of pre-modern societies, where “tribes” are
described and analyzed as having one single unified culture.
But even modern “nations,” which often comprise many
millions of people, are often described and analyzed in the
same way. We thus still live in a world of images and
concepts where clearly defined blocks of cultures provide the
categories of our conceptual map of the globe. People are
consequently often amazed at finding out, if they happen to
find themselves out of their home territory, how different the
cultures in other territories are from the uniform image they
may have had of these cultures. On the level of research, this
experienced discrepancy has not yet played its role in
pushing mainstream disciplines to adopt complexity as a
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default conceptual framework. Nor has it yet led to
distinguishing between uniformity imposed by canonical
conceptions of cultures and the actual state of heterogeneity
and dynamism that permeates all cultural landscapes, and
which cannot be reduced to uniformity. I guess that the
heterogeneity-oriented approach, which is presented in my
own work under the polysystem concept, still has a long way
to go before adopted as the default framework.

This state of affairs obviously has many repercussions on our
research landscape. Major questions such as culture change
and transitions, intercultural relations, the competition over
resources between central and peripheral cultural settings,
their prospects of survival and success, and many more are
all usually either dealt with within restricted niches or are
severely understudied. By contrast from the heterogeneity-
oriented perspective such questions provide the backbone of
conceptualization. From this perspective, relations between
groups are not seen as accidental historical occurrence but as
an indispensable factor of change and adaptations that are
often necessary for the survival of a given culture. Similarly,
“change,” to take one more example, is conceived of not as
some ancillary process, but as a built-in feature of any
“system,” and consequently a parameter that must be
included in any analysis of a culture that aspires to be
adequate. The conceptual and methodological choice
between heterogeneity and homogeneity-oriented models
does not stay then on a general level, but directs our scientific
programs into very different lines of work.

I am very happy that this modest collection of papers, where
various such aspects of heterogeneity are discussed, has been
translated into Vietnamese, at the generous initiative of Dr.
Tran Hai Yen. From the little I have learned about Vietnam I
believe that issues of heterogeneity should not be alien to my
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Vietnamese readers, as such a state is apparent on various
levels in Vietnamese culture, and all along Vietnamese
history. I am referring not only to the fact that Vietnam is the
home of various ethnic and cultural groups, some of which
are aboriginal while other of later migrations, but also to the
diversity among its dominant groups. In addition, Vietnam
has never lived in an isolated world, since relations with
China and the rest of the Indo-China peninsula, as well as the
massive interference of Western powers, have always been
crucial for its existence. Thus, I feel that with very slight
changes, Vietnamese issues could have easily replace some of
the cultural processes analyzed in my studies, which apply to
other territories and cultures, or they can serve as
illuminating analogies. I hope that this book will serve the
Vietnamese reader not only in getting some glimpses into
cultures with which they may not be familiar, but more
importantly in providing possible models for dealing with
the various Vietnamese situations. If this is done by readers
inspired by this book, it also can be hoped that the
framework I propose in it might get richer, modified and
expounded, so as to become applicable to historical settings
that the present author has no clue about. It is only through
collective work that the heterogeneity-oriented approach can
advance. I hope that the availability of my papers in
Vietnamese might contribute towards that end.

Itamar Even-Zohar
Tel Aviv, Israel, December 2013
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