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All the lectures included in this volume are published in a considerably enlarged
version, with the exception of the last which is reprinted almost in the original form.
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of specific phenomena would have necessitated writing a new book. I have therefore

contented myself with an exposition of my general views on the subject.?*

MY Y RPONT? P°X 12 Yy 01972 0N 01277 DR 0°PwnD ManTian 2 Jant any
71 DR AND 1946 IR0 872 .07 T°M NP AR 0w Hw

As to the subject matter of the proposed lectures I am considering to discuss some
aspects of Hassidism under a new angle. I had to be very short on this in my book
and I think that a new lecture course would provide the opportunity to amplify my
statements on the meaning of the doctrines of Hassidism. But there are, of course,

other subjects (0"anan 0w 17378, Hebrew Union College).
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I am now busy preparing the lectures and in taking up the work I am finding out

that I will have to limit myself to a more specific problem, namely the beginnings
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of Hassidism and its classical period (1750-1790), which of course is the heart of all
the problems connected with Hasidism anyway. I therefore propose to change
the title of the official announcement into: ‘The Beginnings of Hassidism and its
Problems’. I hope you will not be surprised to see me come out into the open with
a criticism of my famous colleague Martin Buber (0°anan ,0%w Jv37X, Hebrew
Union College).
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(1) Hasidic research and its tasks: Introductory remarks, The position of Hasidic
research in the past and the present, from Zweifel to Buber, Open questions, The
sources of our knowledge of early Hasidism, Social interpretations of the beginnings
of Hasidism, Difficulties in attaining precision in the analysis of Hasidic texts.
(2) The historical Israel Baalshem: Current theories about his personality, Aescoly-
Dubnov-Dinaburg, Re-examination of first-hand evidence and its confrontation with
Hasidic sources, The wizard and the ‘charismatic’, Misunderstood and overlooked
material, The Baalshem’s testimony about himself, Contemporary opposition
to his activities, Moses of Satanov, The Hebraic learning of the Baalshem, Was
the Baalshem an ‘am ha-aretz? Conclusions. (3) Hasidism and spiritualism in
Podolia before the time of the Baalshem, and their legacy: Was the Hasidism of
the Baalshem an entirely novel departure? The traditional meanings of Hasid and
Zaddik, Hasid — the Jewish radical, Religious societies, Conventicles of Hasidism
and the conditions of their formation, Old-fashioned and vulgar Hasidism, Moses of
Satanov about new-fangled manners in these conventicles, Podolian Sabbatianism

and its connection with the early conventicles of Hasidism, Ascetic literature
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composed by Sabbatians, Sabbatian origin of Hasidic customs, The interplay of
popular and spiritualistic elements as the fundamental factor in the beginnings
of Hasidism, Nahman of Kossov — a leading figure of the first conventicles.
(4) Earliest Hasidic literature and the tradition of the Baalshem’s teachings: Jacob
Joseph of Polnoye, Baer of Mezritch, Mendel of Przemyslany, The ‘Testament’ of
the Baalshem, The truly authentic sources on the Baalshem’s teaching and their
value, Vodnik’s ‘Book of the Baal-Shem-Tob’, The commentary on Psalm 107 —
allegedly by the Baalshem — in reality a work of Mendel of Bar his disciple.
(5) Devekuth or Communion with God: Doctrine and Practice. (6) The uplifting
of the sparks. (7) The figure of the Zaddik and the liquidation of Messianism
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A.J. Heschel, The Circle of the Baal Shem Tov: Studies in Hasidism, ed. S. H. Dresner, Chicago 1985,
pp. vii-xiv; Z. Alpert, ‘A Chasidic Archive That Never Came to Be’, Chasidic Historical Review,
1 (February 1996), pp. 8-9; A. Green, ‘Abraham Joshua Heschel: Recasting Hasidism for Moderns’,
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