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Jaffa, die Meerschone, Stadt, deren Ufer die Wellen des groRen Meeres
kiissen, und ein Gewolbe von Blau Uberschirmt sie immerdar, ist die
verschiedensten Volkerschaften voll, Juden, Muselmanner und Christen,
welche Handel treiben, Handwerk und Schiffahrt, und tatig sind in
Agenturen. Andere wiederum in Jaffa stehen derlei Gewerben fern, so die
Lehrer und so Jaakow Rechnitz, von dem wir einiges erzahlen wollen.
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International Workshop on the one hundred anniversary of the death of
the great Yiddish author and playwright Scholem Aleichem.

Thanks to the indefatigable efforts of Professor Hanna Wirth-Nesher, in the
framework of the Goldreich Family Institute for Yiddish Language, Literature,
and Culture here at Tel Aviv University, our faculty of humanities takes great
pride in its active, long-term commitment to support high-quality academic
research of the Yiddish language and the Yiddish culture atlarge. The institute
supports courses on Yiddish language and literature in programs and

departments at Tel Aviv University, it offers scholarships and grants to
undergraduate and graduate students engaged in Yiddish-related research,
organizes national and international forums and conferences, hosts guest
lecturers, promotes scholarly publications on Yiddish, and initiates projects in
cooperation with other institutions in Israel and abroad.

These activities include The Naomi Prawer Kadar International Yiddish Summer
Program at Tel Aviv_University, launched in 2006, which offers intensive Yiddish

instruction at five levels, as well as conversation workshops. They also include
the interuniversity master’s program in Yiddish literature, in cooperation with
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and Ben Gurion University in Beer Sheva,
with the support of the Yad Hanadiv Fund for the humanities.

Interest in Yiddish culture and language is manifest in the activities of various
departments in our faculty, such as literature, general history and Jewish history.
A more improbable venue of interest in Yiddish culture about which Iwould like
to say a few words today has to do with my own scholarly activity in the field of
History and Philosophy of Science, here at TAU. Years ago, I served as head of
the Cohn Institute for History and Philosophy of Science and as editor of the
international journal Science in Context, which is a leading journal in the field. In
2007, by initiative of my fellow co-editor Alexandre Metraux we organized a
special issue of the journal devoted to the unlikely topic of “Science and
academic scholarship written and taught in Yiddish”.
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When Alexandre suggested that we should undertake this project, I did not even
believe that there was such a thing in the first place, let alone that we would be
able to have a complete issue on the topic. But my view proved completely
wrong. When the issue came out, including many surprising scholarly works
such as a nice review of Yiddish texts of the early 20t century devoted to
Einstein’s’ theory of relativity, we also organized a very successful event here at
TAU in cooperation with the Goldreich Family Institute. This was a quite
original and I would say path-breaking initiative that shed completely new light
on a definitely under-researched topic.

Among the interesting articles in our collection, there was one by David Shneer,
now at the University of Colorado, Boulder. It dealt with Jewish Scholarship in
the 1920s in the Soviet Union. From his article we learn that by that time, the
Soviet Union gathered a group of talented socialist Jewish writers and thinkers to
use the power of the state to remake Jewish culture and identity. The Communist
state had inherited a multiethnic empire from its tsarist predecessors and
supported the creation of secular cultures for each ethnicity. These cultures
would be based not on religion, but on language and culture. Soviet Jews had
many languages from which to choose to be their own official Soviet language,
but Yiddish, the vernacular of Eastern European Jewry, won the battle and
served as the basis of secular Soviet Jewish culture. Soviet Jewish scholars,
writers, and other cultural activists remade Jewish culture by creating a usable
Jewish past that fit the socialist present, reforming the “wild” vernacular of
Yiddish into a modern language worthy of high culture, and transforming Jews
into secular Soviet citizens.

Some of these courses taught in Soviet universities are of high historical interest
and they are certainly relevant for the topics to be discussed here today. Thus, for
instance, at the graduate school of the Second Moscow State University, a
pedagogical institute established a Jewish branch to train new Soviet Jewish
teachers. Their syllabus on ancient Jewish history focused not on God, Moses, or
the divine covenant, but rather on the socio-economic development and the
character of Israelite-Judaic religion. Students learned about the socio-economic
history of the area and talked about King Saul and King Solomon in terms of
“feudalism,” the Marxist term for the stage in historical development preceding
the capitalist stage.
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More relevant for the topics of this conference was the syllabus compiled by the
literary scholar Yitzik Nusinov for a modern Jewish literature course in 1927. It
refigured Jewish literature from a Soviet perspective, in which “Jewish
literature” was conflated with “modern secular Yiddish literature.” For Nusinov,
Jewish culture began in the nineteenth century and moved forward according to
a materialist-historic scheme. He began his course on the history of “Jewish
literature” with Mendele Moykher Sforim, Y.L. Peretz, and Scholem

Aleichem. From there, Nusinov introduced his students to socialist literature
and then to literature after “the revolution,” written in the Soviet Union. I guess
that in today’s conference, Scholem Aleichem will not be discussed from that
kind of perspective.

Another interesting article that we published in our collection was by Gennady
Estraikh, now at NYU. He wrote about “Jacob Lestschinsky: A Yiddishist
Dreamer and Social Scientist”. Born near Kiev, Lestschinsky studied in
Switzerland and became an important statistician who specialized in Jewish
demography. In October 1921 Lestschinsky published a pioneering study on how
economic life was reflected in Yiddish literature. In his analysis, he divided
Yiddish writers into three partly overlapping groups, according to the character
of Jewish economic and social life as portrayed in their writings: the first group,
was represented by early writers such as Mendele Moikher Sforim and Ayzik
Meir Dyk who focused on the old economy of merchandising; a third group
included later authors such as David Bergelson, Scholem Asch, and Abraham
Reisen in whose writings one could already find the modern class stratification
of the East European Jewish religious community and its transformation into a
modern nation. Scholem Aleichem belonged in Lestschinsky’s account to a
second, intermediary group together with Y.L. Peretz, and a few more writers
who described in their works the birth throes of contemporary Jewish life,
including the contemporary economic life.

Again, I guess that this perspective on Scholem Aleichem will not be a central
one on this conference, but I am happy to bring it to bear here in my greetings as
it appeared back then in our special issue of Science in Context.

One way or another, it is you, dear audience, and not me, unfortunately, who
will be able to enjoy the richness of the talks scheduled in the program for today.

On behalf of TAU. I'wish you a fruitful conference and very enlightening
discussions.
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Jaime Constantiner Prize in Jewish Education 2016,

Awarded to Givat Haviva,
the national education Center of Hashomer Hatzair — HaKibbutz HaArtzi

Opening ceremonies of this kind and greeting its participants is one of the pleasant
duties of a Dean, and in this time of the year, particularly around the meeting of the
Board of Governors, one is continually called upon to fulfill this duty. You will have
to believe me, however, that few (if any) of the many important greeting ceremonies
in which Thave participated, and will participate this year, is filled with the kind of
direct significance and personal involvement than this one implies for me. Let me
explain you why.

In the first place, the Constantiner prize is a visible manifestation of a long time
commitment of the Constantiner family to educational matters in our university,

and one which continues to be passed on from generation to generation. Long-time
commitments of this kind on the side of an entire family should never be taken for
granted. It surely reflects a deep-seated conviction on the side of the donors that one
can hardly find the right words to praise. Education, by its very nature, is an
enterprise which reflects hope and a strong belief in the future and in the institution
that benefits from the support. It entails a willingness to invest for the very long
term. This kind of long-term, committed support of the Constantiner family is not
found so easily even among the most sympathetic and enthusiastic supporters of the
university in other important fields such as medicine or technology, where the
prospects of seeing this support materialize in tangible aims in a shorter run is much
more likely.

At a more personal level, I am thankful for the unique opportunity to be here
greeting the attendees of the award ceremony when the prize is awarded, of all
educational institutions in this country, to Givat Haviva. The important
achievements of Givat Haviva and its unique contribution to fostering alternative
views of Jewish education and Jewish-Arab cooperation will be described in detail, I
am sure, as part of this ceremony. I will not elaborate on that. My personal take is on
the crucial role that Givat Haviva played on the course of my own life.
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I made Aliya to Israel in 1977 arriving from Venezuela as a member of Hashomer
Hatzair and established myself in Kibbutz Nirim, in the Negev. I was a kibbutz
member for more than twenty years and I fulfilled all kinds of duties in the
community, and in the economic and educational realms. But already as early as
1974 1 participated as a member of Hashomer Hatzair visiting Israel, in seminars
that were held at Givat Haviva. For me, these seminars were truly formative and
indeed crucial for taking significant decisions that shaped the course of my life over
the following years. Moreover, I can say without hesitation that the kind of
education, Jewish education and humanistic education, that I received in Hashomer
Hatzair in Venezuela, and then in the many seminars that I attended in Givat
Haviva before and after immigrating to Israel, are part of my intellectual baggage
and background. They accompany me to this day, even in the very way that I
conceive and attempt to fulfill my duties as Dean in this university.

I would like to praise and thank in the most emphatic words the prize committee,
Prof. David Mioduser, who is the current Head of TAU Constantiner School of
Education, and Prof. Yuval Dror, the incumbent of the Constantiner Chair, for this
rather unusual and courageous choice. The processes that we witness these days in
our society —and particularly in our educational institutions—are a source of deep
concern. Violence, fundamentalism, and intolerance have become ubiquitous and
they are accepted, and sometimes even fostered, as unavoidable and even desirable
ways to meet the difficult challenges that our society faces nowadays. Few
institutions embody in their values and in their long-term achievements the kind of
alternative views that are necessary to fight these frightening trends in the way that
Givat Haviva has been doing for decades now. Tolerance, co-existence, critical
thinking and an open approach to the humanistic values of Judaism are pillars on
which their activities are based. They are to be praised for that as are also to be
praised those who chose them for this important prize. X1 P10 !
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Contextualizing the Self:
Creating and Recreating the First Person

First Meeting — November 2016:

You surely all know that our faculty of humanities is currently undergoing a
process of restructuring and reorganization. Besides the important, and sometimes
though, administrative and bureaucratic issues involved in such process, there are
also fundamental, purely academic questions that concern the essence and the role
of the humanities in general, and in particular in these troubled times, in this
troubled part of the world and in our own institution. In this context, we repeatedly
come across an underlying tension between the need to define and pursue separate,
well-defined disciplinary identities, on the one hand, and the realization that
disciplinary boundaries are fluid, and that they may easily become superfluous or
even obstacles in the pursuit of the intellectual questions that occupy our minds as
members of this faculty.

The topic of this workshop is—as it title has it—the contextualization of the self,
with an emphasis on “recreating the first person”, the individual self. It certainly
embodies the underlying tension that I just mentioned. It also reflects, however, a
preoccupation with the question of the academic self of the speakers that will be
presenting their ideas, and with the way in which each academic self is delineated
also by interaction with other academic selves, each of which reflects and
corresponds to different ways of approaching one and the same question.

A dean invited to open workshops and colloquia organized at the faculty faces the
challenge of trying to say in two minutes time something more or less intelligent
and with some added value about the topic of the workshop. So, let me tell you, in
the first place, that one of the issues that occupies with some intensity the activities
and the time of a dean is, believe it or not, the issue of the self. Yes, this is true. The
issue of the self, not in an ethereal or disembodied sense, but rather in a very
concrete and practical way, namely in the sense of the self seen as the ego, that is,
that ego of all of us, faculty members, which is always a challenging matter to deal
with. I guess that this specific aspect of the question of the self will not be discussed
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in the framework of this workshop and neither will Isay anything about it, let alone
anything intelligent.

As in other occasions, I will say something about the self by way of looking at the
texts of Jorge Luis Borges. I hope you will forgive me for my narrow-mindedness.
You may probably know that the question of the self arises repeatedly in Borges’
writings, often in connection with the question of authorship, but also in a more
general manner. His compact formulations and his intriguing metaphors are always
highly suggestive. I think that they may also be of relevance to those of you who
devote their intellectual time and efforts to think about the self and about the issue
of creating a recreating the first person.

An interesting example of this appears in the short story called “August 25, 1983”,
which is among the latest of his written works. Here we have a 61-year-old Borges,
who, upon checking in at a hotel near Buenos Aires, realizes that his name is already
registered there in fresh ink. He enters the room and hears a voice that sounds
familiar. They introduce themselves to each another: the older Borges, who is now
84 years old, awaits death while the younger one reminisces on how he had begun
writing a draft of the story which they were now experiencing.

This is one notable example of the way in which Borges treats the question of the
unity of the self along time, which is only one aspect of the broader issue of the
self. Another aspect is that of the interaction between the private and the public
manifestations of the self. Borges addresses this issue in various places, such as for
example in the short text “Borges and I”. I hope I will not abuse your time and
patience if I read you the 328 words of this wonderful text, possibly known to some
of you, which I think will be most relevant to the debates expected to take place in
this workshop:

To the other one, to Borges, is to whom things happen. I walk through the
streets of Buenos Aires and I delay myself, perhaps almost mechanically, to
look at the arch of an entrance hall and the grillwork on the gate; from Borges
I find out through the mail and I see his name on a list of professors or in a
biographical dictionary. I like hourglasses, maps, eighteenth century
typography, the taste of coffee and the prose of Stevenson; he shares these
preferences, but in a vain way that turns them into the attributes of an actor. It
would be an exaggeration to say that ours is a hostile relationship; I live, let
myself go on living, so that Borges may contrive his literature, and this
literature justifies my own being. It is no effort for me to confess that he has
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achieved some valid pages, but those pages cannot save me, perhaps because
what is good belongs to no-one, not even to him, but rather to the language
and to tradition. Besides, I am destined to perish, definitively, and only some
instant of myself can survive in him. Little by little, I am giving over
everything to him, although I am quite aware of his perverse custom of
falsifying and magnifying things. Spinoza knew that all things long to persist
in their being: the stone eternally wants to be stone and the tiger a tiger. I shall
remain in Borges, not in myself (if it is true that I am someone), but I
recognize myself less in his books that in many others or in the laborious
strumming of a guitar. Years ago I tried to free myself from him and went
from the mythologies of the suburbs to the games with time and infinity, but
those games belong to Borges now and I shall have to imagine other things.
Thus my life is a flight and I lose everything and everything belongs to
oblivion, or to him.

And if you allow me, I would like to end my speech by reading yet another 55
words, from the epilogue to the collection EI Hacedor (“The Maker”). This is a
somewhat arcane but beautiful and suggestive text at the center of which stands,

once again, the self.

First in Spanish:

Un hombre se propone la tarea de dibujar el mundo. A lo largo de los anos
puebla un espacio con imagenes de provincias, de reinos, de montafas, de
bahias, de naves, de islas, de peces, de habitaciones, de instrumentos, de
astros, de caballos y de personas. Poco antes de morir, descubre que ese
paciente laberinto de lineas traza la imagen de su cara.

And now in English:

A man sets himself the task of drawing a portrait of the world. Over the years
he populates a given space with images of provinces and kingdoms,
mountains, bays, ships, islands, fish, rooms, instruments, heavenly bodies,
horses, and people. Shortly before he dies he discovers that this patient
labyrinth of lines delineates an image of his own face.
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Second Meeting - January 2018:

Today’s Keynote Lecture, by Professor Elizabeth Lunbeck is about “Narcissistic
Selves in the Age of Trump”, a talk that I very much look forward to hearing and
that I hope to be able to stay here for at least a considerable part of it. I guess that
this was not a product of careful planning in advance, but the timing seems
incredibly orchestrated, as today’s talk will be about Trumps’s Narcissism just a few
days after the new book, A Clear and Present Danger: Narcissism in the Era of Donald
Trump, has hit the market and is making headlines all around the world.

But let me mention a different matter, more local in spirit but more scholarly
oriented: In the 2006 issue of Science in Context, our journal edited here at the Cohn
Institute for History and Philosophy of Science, professor Lunbeck published an
article entitled: “Borderline Histories: Psychoanalysis Inside and Out”. That was a
topical issue on the New Historiography of Psychoanalysis for which my colleague
Aleandre Metraux and myself had asked Lydia Marinelli and Andreas Mayer to
serve as guest editors. It is interesting to quote here the closing passage of that
article. Referring to a book of 1995 by Philip Cushman. Constructing the Self,
Constructing America: A Cultural History of Psychotherapy, Prof. Lunbeck wrote:

A psychologist ten years ago asked why the richest country on earth is also
the emptiest, suggesting a partial answer in outlining the social factors that
come up in any discussion of the modern self’s deficiencies: fragmentation,
meaninglessness, and empty consumerism. What is interesting here is not his
answer but his question, his easy presumption that the American self is
indeed empty. Demonstrating that the modern sense of self is changeable,
inconsistent, and deficient has been one of the major preoccupations of
twentieth-century cultural critics. Circulating across disciplinary boundaries,
popularized in a number of landmark books, and resonating with simple but
powerful historical narratives, this consensus understanding of the modern
American self has enjoyed wide currency. As I've argued here, diagnoses and
diagnostic trends may tell us less about society, and more about factors
internal to psychoanalysis and psychiatry, than many critics have supposed.
Critics have argued the empty self is created by the world. We might rather
consider it produced - as a transmissible social fact —by psychoanalytic
theory and practice.
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That closing passage seems to have been written in direct preparation for the
workshop today, so that we should all be looking forward to hear more on that
topic, under the deeply changing circumstances in the USA since 2006.

I want to thank and congratulate Prof. Aviad Kleinberg, Head of the Zvi Yavetz
School of Historical Studies, for conceiving this original and important initiative,
and, together with Eilat Shalev Arato, for making it happen.
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Spain 1936: Year Zero

A little more than a year ago, I had the pleasure to stand here and greet the
audience attending a similar workshop organized at our institution, that one
dealing with the topic “Spain’s Road to Modernity”, on the occasion of the 30t
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Spain and
Israel. The opening lecture was by Professor José Alvarez Junco, from the
Universidad Complutense de Madrid and it dealt with the Spanish transition to
democracy after Franco’s death. The opening sentence of his insightful lecture
was a kind of reminder of what should pass as obvious, but a kind of
obviousness that is always worth repeating and stating explicitly time and again,
and from which anyone with an interest in Spanish history, has much tolearn.
He reminded us, namely, that in order to understand the transition to democracy
in Spain one must always keep in mind that Franco died peacefully in his bed
while he was still the Generalissimo, and that he remained the Caudillo, the
undisputed military and political leader of Spain, until his death in 1975, after
ruling for 36 uninterrupted years.

The workshop that we are opening today takes us back from 1975 to 1936, the
year zero, and I am sure that the talks to be presented will offer many important
and interesting insights about the dramatic events of the Spanish Civil War and
the early stages of the Franco dictatorship. As someone who is far from being an
expert in Spanish history but wants tolearn more aboutit, I dare to guess that in
light of the complexity of the events that led to the uprising of July 1936 —and
then to the cruel war that was to tear the Spanish society into pieces over the next
four years —a similar one-sentence with the power to summarize the situation
the way professor Alvarez Junco did in his talk a year ago for the case of theend
of the Francoregime, is a much more difficult challenge.

The situation in Europe in the 1930s is a topic that comes up quite often
nowadays in the public discourse in Israel and it raises many deep emotions. In
general, people who raise this topic as a cautionary tale, or those who react
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strongly against anyone who mentions it in relation with the political situation in
this country, typically have in mind the situation in Germany and the transition
from the Weimar republic to the Third Reich. In spite of its obvious relevance,
the fate of Spain at the time is seldom a point of reference in such debates. I will
not be the one to raise the topic here and to analyze its relevance, certainly not as
part of my opening greetings, nor will I try to connect it to the current, heated
debates about local political processes in Israel. Still, there is one significant event
that took placein 1936 in the Spanish context, which from the titles of the talks I
assume that is not going to be discussed in the workshop, and that, in my modest
opinion, makes sense that it will at least be mentioned here today.

WhatI meanis the famous incident of October 12, at the Universidad de
Salamanca, involving the distinguished rector Don Miguel de Unamuno.
Unamuno, as is well known, initially supported the July uprising. Soon
thereafter, however, he changed his mind in view of the rising violence, political
arrests and executions. His views about the events in Spain after July 1936 and
until his death in the last day of that year, 1936, have been the subject of
interesting and heated debates. I want to refer briefly to that famous incident.

On the opening day of the academic year 1936, on the Dia de la Raza, a solemn
act was held at the University’s majestic Paraninfo. Among the audience and the
speakers were distinguished guests, including academics, politicians, high-rank
officers and priests. The speeches pronounced at the event were full with pathos
and direct attacks on, and even threats to, all those who did not share the ideals
of Franco’s uprising at the time. They were consistently condemned as being
antiespafioles. Breaking the protocol, the enraged Unamuno took the stage and
reacted strongly, with the following words:

Callar, a veces, significa asentir, porque el silencio puede ser interpretado
como aquiescencia. ... Seha habladoaqui de una guerra internacional en
defensa de la civilizacion cristiana. Yo mismo lo he hecho otras veces. Pero
esta, la nuestra, es solo una guerra incivil. Vencer es convencer, y hay que
convencer sobre todo. Pero no puede convencer el odio que no deja lugar a
la compasidn, ese odio a la inteligencia, que es critica y diferenciadora.
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Silence sometimes means assent, because silence can be interpreted as
acquiescence. ... There has been talk here of an international war in

defense of Christian civilization. I have myself said that at other times. But
this one, our war, is just an uncivil war. Winning is convincing [Vencer es

convencer], and convincing is what is needed above all. But the hatred that
leaves no room for compassion cannot convince, that hatred towards
intellectuals, whose attitude is always critical and nuanced.

Unamuno was interrupted by General Jose Millan-Astray, with the infamous
call,

iMueran los intelectuales! {Viva la muerte!
Down with the intellectuals! Long life the death!

And then came the oft-cited reaction by Unamuno:

Este es el templo del intelecto y yo soy susupremo sacerdote. Vosotros
estais profanando su recinto sagrado. Diga lo que diga el proverbio, yo
siempre he sido profeta en mi propio pais. Venceréis perono convencereéis.
Venceréis porque tenéis sobrada fuerza bruta, perono convenceréis porque
convencer significa persuadir. Y para persuadir necesitdis algo que os falta
en esta lucha, razon y derecho. Me parece inttil pediros que penséis en
Espana.

This is the temple of the intellect and I am its high priest. You are
desecrating its sacred precinct. Despite what the proverb says, I have
always been a prophet in my own country. You may possibly win but you
will not convince [Venceréis pero no convenceréis]. You will win because you
have plenty of brute force, but you will not convince because to convince
means to persuade. And to persuade you need something that you lackin
this fight, reason and justice. It seems useless tome to ask you to think
about Spain.
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Unamuno did not live long after these events. He was spared the suffering of
Spainin the years to come, not only the years of the war, but alsoin the years of
the dictatorship.

“Vivala muerte” was to prevail, and they won the day —vencieron, thereis no
doubt about it. The question whether they also convinced, convencieron, is a
much subtler one, which calls for sophisticated historical analysis in order to
be sorted out. Unamuno had thought that, in order to convince, it is necessary
and sufficient that reason and justice be on your side. He was a man of words
who was easily persuaded by the poetic power of his own rhetoric. But reality
was much more complex than thatin 1936, and today in 2017, the heyday of
Post-truth, it is even much more so.

And here we are, still in the temple of the intellect, as Unamuno called it —
now in cosmopolite Tel Aviv rather than in the majestic Salamanca. The
Spanish Civil War and the events that led to it in the year zero of 1936 will
continue to be a topic of great interests for historians. Tobe sure, it is still a
topic that arouses sour debates within Spanish society. For us in Israel, it is
more of a distant event, which we can analyze with due academic
detachment. But as the Unamuno incident in Salamanca in October 1936
shows, with the confrontation between the worship of death and the open
attack on intellectuals on the one hand, and the questionable assumption that
being right and having justice on your side will be enough to convince and
eventually win, on the other hand, the year zero in Spain, 1936, continues to
be relevant well beyond its time and its location.
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The End of Empires in the 20th Century

There is one important empire that we all (at least in this room) care about and
that we often hear the opinion, or shall we say the desire expressed by some, that
its end in nearing. That is the Empire of the Humanities. Whether or not we are
explicitly asked, whether we are asked in purely intellectual or in more
administrative or public contexts, whether the question is posed by others or by
our own selves—we all know as scholars in the humanities, that there is one
pressing question that each one of us, in our various public or private roles, face
on a daily basis: the question, namely, “Whither the Humanities”?

Let me briefly explore the questions in terms that are relevant to these times. If
you Google the question “Whither the Humanities” (inverted commas, of course)
you will get more than 11,200 results. If you want to contextualize this result,
here are some similar ones:

“Whither Mathematics” — 2150 results
“Whither Pure Mathematics” — 0 results
“Whither Applied Mathematics”- 320 results
“Whither Big Data” — 311 results (including “Whither Big Data Bullshit”)
“Whither Digital Humanities” — 189 results
“Whither Evidence-Based Medicine” — 142 results
“Whither Personalized Medicine” - 4 results
“Whither the Self” — 67,300 results!!!
and again ...

“Whither the Humanities” — 11,200 results

So, “Whither the Humanities”, by all means an important question that some of
us ask ourselves frequently and some of us are required to give concrete answers
to, in order to make sure that we can keep institutions like our faculty on track
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and functioning in a healthy way, in a time and in social and political contexts
which are unfavorable and sometime openly hostile to such an endeavor.

And the answer to the question “Whither the Humanities” is here. In events like
this one, that highlight and showcase what we do and, above all, how we do it,
under stringent scholarly standards that we want to abide by. This is in my view,
the most important and persuasive answer: high quality scholarship that is
manifest in our individual research, in our international collaborations projects,
in our publications, and then, once in a while, in gatherings that allow us to
interact, face to face, with colleagues whose intellectual interests come close to
ours. High quality scholarly work is what makes the humanities as relevant as
ever in the various directions where scholars decide to take them.

Along with several invited talks and regular seminars, this week’s list of events
at our faculty include the following international workshops, all of this in just
one week:

o Social Constructions of the Self. (The School of History)

e The End of Empires in the 20th Century

o Mpyth in the Biblical Text: New Finding and New Directions in Research

« Emotions across Boundaries. International Seminar and Workshop in the
Philosophy and History of Emotions

I find it quite impressive as well as satisfactory, that all of this is taking place in
our faculty, continually over the academic year, and particularly this very week,
in which so many absurd things are happening around us, both in Israel and
abroad.

Yesterday, I was invited to give my opening greetings also at the workshop on
“The Social Constructions of the Self”. The title of the Keynote Lecture, by
Professor Elizabeth Lunbeck, from Harvard, which was planned many months in
advance, was, by a lucky strike of coincidence with the hottest news and
headlines all around the world, “Narcissistic Selves in the Age of Trump”. A
striking coincidence, indeed, as this meeting is taking place just a few days after
the new book, A Clear and Present Danger: Narcissism in the Era of Donald Trump,

has hit the marketplace and is making headlines all around the world.

But I think, moreover, that there is also a striking coincidence between the topic
of yesterday’s talk and the topic of the workshop here today. Today we will be
hearing talks on the Ottoman, the British, the Spanish, the Austro-Hungarian, the
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Portuguese, the French, and even the Japanese empires. All of them simply did
not make it to the 21th century. Those are all bygone empires, but we still have
around some other empires, even if somewhat different from those that are at the
focus of the workshop. Well, Trump’s empire, for one thing. When Latin
Americans use the term “el imperio” they don’t mean the Spanish empire. They
mean—some with admiration, some detractively —the USA at large, and
nowadays, more specifically, Trump’s empire. And it seems that it makes sense
to ask that very substantial question “Whither The Empire?”, and indeed
“Whither Humanity”, rather than “Whither The Humanities?” It is rather mind
boggling that the question of the future of humanity, the short-term future of
humanity, is so strongly dependent in the second decade of the twenty-first
century on the Narcissist personality of some individual politicians, and not just
Trump, but also Putin, Kim, Erduan ... should I goon? ....

“Civilizations die from suicide, not by murder”, famously said Arnold Toynbee
and by Civilizations he could have certainly meant also Empires. Empires die
from suicide. I wonder if this idea will surface in today’s talks, either explicitly or
tacitly. But on behalf of our guests coming from abroad I would like to add that
more recently, here in Israel another idea about the end of empires has been
made popular by two pop singers, Hemi Rudner and Dan Toren, to lyrics by
Meir Goldberg, with their beautiful song “Empires succumb slowly” “ n»iomx
oxo M9~ Perhaps also this idea will surface in some of the talks today. You
will be here to judge.
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