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The fundamental argument of this scholarly book is the claim that, despite Aristotle’s seeming insistence on the existence of real potencies in natural objects, the only things that can exist are the things that, in fact, actually do exist. Bechler (Tel-Aviv Univ.) thus appears to make Aristotle a kind of logical fatalist, not unlike the Stoic thinkers who were Aristotle’s younger contemporaries. Bechler attempts to establish his thesis by arguing, among other things, that matter and form for Aristotle are not real “parts” of composite substances but are to be understood as “aspects” of things, which cannot be forces nor desires nor deliberations. As aspects, matter and form are merely ways in which objects can be viewed, explained, or interpreted, but not ontological grounds for anything real within them. The book reads sometimes as a criticism of Aristotle, and it is so described on the book’s cover; however, it seems rather clearly not intended to be critical, but to offer an alternative explanation of Aristotle’s theory of actuality to the classical interpretation of W.D. Ross and others. The book is well written and well argued, with almost 60 pages of substantive notes and an excellent bibliography. Index of names and index of passages, but no subject index, unfortunately. Recommended for graduate students and scholars of Aristotle.
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