DMAB-Nitrite Staining for Tryptophan


You will need to prepare three solutions:

a) DMAB solution
0.5g p-dimethylalaminobenzaldehyde (Sigma D2004) dissolved in 10ml conc HCl


b) Nitrite solution
0.1g sodium nitrite in 10ml conc HCL

c) Acid Alcohol
1% conc HCl in 70% alcohol

Protocol:

1)  Take sections to water

2)  Place sections in DMAB solution for 1 minute.

3)  Transfer sections to nitrite solution for 1 minute.

4)  Wash gently in water for 30 seconds.

5)  Wash briefly in acid alcohol.

6)  Dehydrate through alcohols, clear in xylene and mount in permount.


Results: Tryptophan stains Dark Blue.
