Prof. Dr. Sigrid Jacobeit, Humboldt Universität
Recommendation of the publication of Judith Buber Agassi: The Jewish Women Prisoners of Ravensbrück: Who Were They?

I know Judith Buber Agassi for eleven years as a passionate researcher – especially of themes concerning the women’s Concentration Camp Ravensbrück – where between 1939 and 1945 about 130,000 women and children from all over Europe were imprisoned, as well as about 20,000 men. A bond of research developed between us since her mother, Margarete Buber-Neumann, was from 1940 to 1945 a Ravensbrück prisoner, and as in the year 2001 – on the occasion of her 100th birthday – the Ravensbrück Memorial (Mahn- und Gedenkstaette Ravensbrück) prepared an exhibition in her honor. (Between December 1992 and May 2005 I served as director of the Ravensbrück Memorial.) 

Judith Buber Agassi was then researching and analyzing with passion and scientific precision the names of former camp prisoners, discovering new names and interviewing many survivors. For these research-activities she frequently made use of the Archive of the Ravensbrück Memorial and of its professional contacts. An especially close and fruitful cooperation developed between her and the research project of the Ravensbrück Memorial led by Dr. Bärbel Schindler-Saefkow that focused on the victims killed in this concentration camp. This project resulted in the publication in 2005 of the Gedenkbuch für die Opfer des Konzentrationslagers Ravensbrück 1939-1945. The early research results of Judith Buber Agassi led to presentations, such as her the impressive lecture at the Memorial in the framework of the first Summer University Ravensbrück in August 2005.

I especially welcomed this research project concerning the Jewish prisoners of Ravensbrück and supported it as much as possible. I read the manuscript with great interest. It is a first thorough analysis of all those Jewish women and girls who were deported to Ravensbrück, about whom any evidence was found. Judith Buber Agassi analyzed and presented the written and oral sources, using sociological methods. Thus for the first time the fate of Jewish prisoners originating from many countries becomes known to a large extent. When this work will be printed, it will set standards for the research of other camps and its method and analysis will serve as an example. It thus not only closes a gap in the research concerning KZ Ravensbrück; it also constitutes an important contribution to KZ research in general.

I am looking forward to using Judith Buber Agassi’s work for my teaching at the Institute for European Ethnology at the Humboldt-University in Berlin. After the publication of the book in English we shall aim at arranging for a German translation – within the limits of our abilities.

Berlin, August 24 2006      
