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clear in this study, the dividing line between the heritage of the
antique piyyut and the linguistic purism of Andalusia passes through
the poetry of Ibn Gabirol. In those of his liturgical poems that are
written in accordance with traditional patterns, lacking quantitative
meter, a plethora of denominative verbs is employed. However, in
his secular poetry as well as his metrical liturgical poems such verbs
are quite rare.

Concept of the Stem: The Behavior of Defective Verbs in the
Poetry of Samuel the Third (Tenth Century)
Joseph Yahalom

Samuel the Third in the hierarchy of the Palestinian High Court lived
during a period of cultural transition. The emulation of Arabic
concepts and grammatical approaches to the Hebrew language
became dominant. Grammarians realized for the first time the
construct of the trilateral stem. A hint of the realization of the new
idea can be detected in the poetry of that time. By implanting a third
radical in defective verbs Samuel the Third and his colleagues
created artificial unimpaired verbs: instead of RUM they start using
YRM and R’M and the like. New quadrilateral verbs were coined as
well. The meaning of "generation after generation" was expressed by
the new quadrilateral DRDR. According to the new poetics the
presence of the word had to be largely intensified. The whole trend
marks the transition from the eastern ancient piyyut (fifth to eighth
centuries) to the western Spanish school (eleventh to thirteenth
centuries) For example, in the eastern stage ‘AT was the typical
representation of the verbal meaning "he came," then YA’AT was
used, and during the western stage the Biblical ‘ATA was revived.

Grammatical Issues in the Hosha’na Piyyutim According to the
Siddur of Rabbi Shabbethai Sofer
Chaim E. Cohen
This article discusses some grammatical issues arising from the
Hosha’na Piyyutim recited according to the Ashkenazi rite as are
appear in the seventeenth-century prayer book of Rabbi Shabbethai
Sofer of Przemysl. This siddur presents interesting, ancient versions
primarily in the notes by R. Shabbethai, regarding the
emendations he sought to introduce in his edition. Of particular
interest among his emendations are the forms ™2 1yn5 ,7PNR jynY,
etc., which were corrected from the ostensibly erroneous forms Jnnx
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and jpma. In making this change, R. Shabbethai follows in the
footsteps of R. Shelomo Luria (Maharshal) and Rabbi Jacob Molin
(Maharil). This emendation was adopted subsequently by some of the
editors of Ashkenazic prayer books, but was not accepted by most of
them.

On the other hand, there are a number of unique forms that R.
Shabbethai chose to retain and not emend. The most important of
these being: (1) 133798 17 (as opposed to 139%) — a perplexing form that
is found in some earlier sources such as the Codex Vienna of the
Tosefta and the piyyutim of Rabbi Saadia Gaon, and was preserved
even in the mahzor edited by Wolf Heidenheim; (2) nixax pnn as
opposed to niray, an incorrect construct form that R. Shabbethai
correctly conjectures attributes to the verse yIxRn 'n niray %3 Ny
ormxn (Ex. 12:41).

Another interesting matter is R. Shabbethai’s discussion of the
word M, in the phrase ®1 ny>win ym »r. He vowelizes it » and
proves that this is the correct vowelization both literally and
according to the mystic significance ascribed to this word in ancient
times, which identified the words ym »» as two of the seventy-two
Divine Names.

Lexical Innovations in the piyyutim from Southern Italy
Michael Ryzhik
Some of the ways of enriching the lexicon in the ancient piyyutim
written in the Southern Italy, which was one of the most important
places of transferring the Palestinian Hebrew traditions to the
European Jewry and of the Hebrew “revival” in the earlier Middle
Age, are discussed here. Naturally there are words of Greek (jyaw =
omov, face) or Italian (npma = forca, gallows) origin. More
interesting are new uses of Hebrew words. Some of these remained
local, such as the use of the word ®apn, scripture, in the sense of the
book as the physical object, under the influence of this use of the
Latin word scriptura (and the Italian scrittura). But others became
usual in all Hebrew traditions, such as the use of the verb 932 and its
derivatives (m132) when speaking about the maturing of males (in
the ancient literature these words are connected only to the female
maturity). Numerous are new derivatives on the basis of existing
roots and words, some of these due to the Italian influence, such as
plural nvn, waters, according the feminine acqua (pl. acque), but
some are of great importance and duration, as the verb v, to
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