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Abstracts of Papers

Zohar Shavit/ Children us Agents of the Hebrew Revolution

Dhuring the first decades of the 200h century, children of the Yishuy
(the Jewish community in Eree Boael) were recrired by cultural
enwepreneurs and enlture plunners o advance the Hebrew revolution
Pulitieal snd coliurnl leaders miployed the education systen. particulaly
the kindergartens, 1o promote Hebrew as s national languige that would
dominate all upheres of life,

A vanety of primary historical sources — political arficles, protocols,
ilerviews, and autobographies — lestify to the speciul e assigned
10 children as champions of the Hebrew revolution. 1t would be the
children who, with the help of their teachers, would acquire the longuage
in kindergarten and at school: they would be the ones 1o use 1 for all
thew needs, daily and otherwise; and they would bring Hehrew i
bath the home and the pablic iena

Many ol the Yishuy's leaders, such as Meaahem Ussishkin and Zeey
Jubotinsky. saw the construction of Hebrew culture i Erete Isrnel as o
national praject that hid far-reaching political implications, The school
tedchers and kinderganen teachers beeame the most iimportant cultaral
entrepreneurs hoth because they ok an active purt in propugating
the Hebrew languige and o creating {is new reperoire and because
they could twm the children into elfective agents of the Hebraization
project, The article analyzes the vanous activities of politicsl leaders
and teachers, us well as the methods wherehy they carcled oul (e
Hebrutzation progect among children and their parents.





