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ABSTRACTS

change. Smilansky's separatist views dictated the poetic spirit of the stories of the
first group (the Patronizing Stories) which are the subject of this article.

The Rise and Fall of Hebrew Literary Centers, 1918-1933
Zohar Shavit

In this article the author examines the circumstances under which Hebrew literary
centers in Europe and the United States developed. She discusses the reasons for
the decline of these centers and describes the circumstances under which an
attempt was simultaneously made to establish a cultural center in Eretz-Israel.

The term 'Literary Center' refers here exclusively to a certain territory in which
an institutionalized group of writers, who shared a feeling of national identity,
settled for a certain period of time and produced, regularly and continuously,
belletristic texts. They did this with the help of literary institutions such as
publishing houses and literary journals, which addressed these texts to a specific
group of readers who could support these literary activities, either materially or
ideologically.

The article contends that the demise of Hebrew literary centers occurred
already at the beginning of the 20th Céntury, and that in the short period of time,
when Hebrew literary centers did exist in Europe, the circumstances of their
existence never allowed for a ‘standard' course of development, mainly because
Hebrew cultural life in Europe did not have any chance of becoming a full
cultural system. )

In Eretz-Israel the potential of building an encompassing cultural system did
exist. When this potential began to take shape, it was almost immediately
recognized as a distinguishing mark between Hebrew culture in Europe and the
United-States, and that in Eretz-Israel. The understanding that only in Eretz-Israel
Hebrew literature could develop and prosper, whereas it could not stand a chance
in Europe and the United-States, was gradually comprehended by Hebrew
European men of letters. Thirty years of desperate efforts to reconstruct the dying
centers in Europe had passed before this understanding became patently clear.
But one can almost ascertain that it was quite acceptable after Bialik finally
immigrated to Eretz-Israel in 1924.

In Eretz-Israel, under different conditions, there began to emerge a reading
public for whom the Hebrew language became the daily spoken and written
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language. In Eretz-Israel the option of culture in diglosia did not exist from the
very outset, forcing Hebrew literature to develop as a full and stratified system, a
process which involved many cultural battles.

It was this option to build a cultural center in Eretz-Israel in which Hebrew
literature would keep officially (and fanatically) its monopoly, which served as
the prime cause for the decision to establish in Eretz-Israel a center of Hebrew
culture, and the main reason for its success to become in less than fifteen years
the sovereign center of Hebrew literature in the world.

Min Hayessod — The Story of a Political Movement
Amir Bar-Or

The eruption of the Lavon Affair in the early 1960s brought to light the
malfunctioning of Israel's political system. The affair, with all its concomitant
political developments, served as both a vehicle for change and adaptation of the
informal political system and its transition into a normative and enlightened
system as well as a means of deepening public debate in Israel.

One of the more important developments which resulted from the affair was
the awakening of Israel's independent public opinion. At the center of this
discussion lay an examination of the underlying causes and nature of expressions
of criticism voiced by the intellectual circles whose coming to life served as the
background for the establishment of the Min Hayessed movement.

The main innovation of Min Hayessod was its activism. It stimulated the
clarification of unanswered questions and created a forum for the expression of
ideas which would never have been included on the pre-Six-Days War Israeli
public agenda.

The disappearance of Min Hayessod from the public eye demonstrated that the
Labour Party, the dominant political entity in Israel's political system, found it
difficult to include an ideological-critical organization which attempted to
combine ideology with political activism within Israeli society. A society which
was typified, from the establishment of its political organizations in the 1920s, by
high levels of politicization, as well as a continuous process of social change
which involved the adaptaion of political instruments to a changing socio-
political reality.
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