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“On the other hand there are grounds for sur-
prise in the earliness of the idea of childhood,
seeing that conditions were still so unfavourable
to it. Statistically and objectively speaking, this
idea should have appeared much later”. (Ariés
39)

“There can be no doubt that the importance
accorded to the child’s personality was linked
with the growing influence of Christianity on life
and manners. This interest shown in child pre-
ceded more than a century the change in demog-
raphic conditions”. (Ariés 43).
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Countless mothers and nannies had already felt
the same way. But not a single one had admitted
that these feelings were worthy of being express-
ed in such an ambitious form. (Ariés 49).
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