|HAARETZ, 1.3.2009 |

Zohar Shavit

Cabinet minister
for rent

cinu chairman Avigdor Li-

eberman that Prof. [anlel
Friedmann be appointed justice
minister on behalf of s pary ap-
pears at first like a joke from tha
satirical television show “Eretz,
Mehederet” (A Wonderful Caun-
try" ) and afterward like a deliber-
Bl provocition - & red cape befors
the bull of the justice and law on-
forcement system. Mow we know
that the demand is a serious one,
that Likud has not rejected it out-
right and mighr even be willing to
nccept it

1 waited over a week for Prof.
Frisdmann's re se 1
the Bicurmbens Ratiue mioites 10
announce that he rejected the iden
oul of hand, because he ks not &
professor for hire. | expected him
to announce that he was not willing
1o gwitch from being the emissary
of & suspicious prime minister to
the emissary of & suspicious party
hend. T expected himi to turm down
the ldea unequivecably on the
grounds that Yisrael Beitwinu is a
ane-man party, and that this one
man calls the shots. | expected him
b £y he was unwilling to gerve in
this cabinet as the representative
of a party that is colling for the
passage of a completely &nti-dem-
meratls constifutron.

Abave all, [ hoped he woild de-
clare that he was not willing, under
any elreumstance, to be appointed
by someone whi is suspected of
criminal activity. True, Lisberman
b= not been charged and certainly
has mot been convicted, but a law
professor - and surely Prof. Fried-
mmnmn — 15 supposed to know more
than the ordinary citizen aboul the
nature of the violations Lieberman
15 alleged 1o have commined He k5
also supposed to not be disinpenu-
aug, o understand precisaly what
e Bimsel{ s done tomake himsell
Lieberman's darling and protege.

Prof. Friedmann did nat dismiss
the idea. but instesd sccepted the
afler = for now, at east, quietly, and
he is apparently willing w assume
the rale of justice minister for hire
In 194% Leah Goldberg published

Th& demand by Yisrael Beit-

“Fowm for Rent” in an effort to con-
demn racism. In 2009 a law profes-
sor s willing to be appointed cabinet
minister an behall of someone wha
openly mdvocates mcism.

Prof, Friedmann is sure to ar
gue that he has a clear and proper
sgenda, and he has an lmportant
mission that he did not completa
in his prévious term. Even if we
allow, for the sake of argument,
that he indeed has o suitable agen-
da and an important mission, the
question still remains: In whose
names, with whose suppaort, and
in the service of which agenda and
intentions, owvert and covert, is be
being sent back to the cabinet and
the Justice Minisiry?

If there is o case worthy of the -

narme “treason of the intellectunls,”
then the case of Prof. Friedmann is
il; & case that casis a stain not only
on law professors but on all of aca-
demin, shaming them and it

And where are the heads of Li-
kud? Why are those who stridently
defended the independence of the
Justice system against Friedmann
not being beard? Where nre Benny
Begin, Dan Meridor and othera
wha returned to the ranks of Li-
¥ud in order to continue the path
of Menochem Begin and reinforce
his heritage as o defender of the
independence of the justice and
law enforcement systems? From
them, ton, | expected to hear pro-
test and public condemnation. Af-
ter all, they know what is hehind
the insistent demand to retain
Friedmann as justice minister. [
h they would declare that the

pendence of these systems is

much more important than coali-
tion conaiderations and demand
that the red rag of Lishermanly
provecation be removed from the
political and public apenda. 1 cer-
tainly expected them not bo agres
o participate in i Bun their volce
wikt not heard

Wie to us If their volce 18 heard
anly when it is too late.

The writer is a professor ar the
Lmit for Culhitre Research, Tel Aviv
U'miversity.
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