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Lectures 1 & 2:

Lectures 3 & 4:

Lecture 5:

Lectures 6 & 7:

Lectures 8 & 9:

rbuxd ann

MYAIND NIYI OMNO1PNN BONPN
MY DY 4 - N OON0

99N o' 2

Introduction to English Culture
YN Mmamnd Nan
Dr. Robert Griffin

Old English and Medieval

Tribe as basis for medieval feudalism (Tacitus):
Anglo-Saxon conquest followed by conversion to
Christianity (Bede, Caedmon's Hymn) leads to uneasy
synthesis; ideal of hero-king in Beowulf.

Norman Conquest (1066) links England to Continent;
language changes to Middle English; Chaucer's
cross-section of society in Prologue to Canterbury
Tales; Wite of Bath as first English individualist.

Renaissance

Revival of learning leads to Humanist struggle between
Christian values and antiquity. Protestantism and
vernacular Bible as challenge to authority. Cultural
myths of chivalry in Malory's Arthur, leading to

Spenser's Fairie Queen.

Spenser’'s allegory covers over conflicting strains:

Redcross Knight as Christian-warrior; Una ("one”) as
ideal of virtue as unity, with plurality or multiplicity
as villain. Note Spenser's role in putting down Irish
rebellion.

Warrior-king still viable ideal: education of Hal
(Henry V) in Shakespeare's Henry |V, Part One. Falstaff
and Hotspur as the extreme alternatives. Prince Hal

compared to Prince Hamlet, whose doubts about violence
bring the ideal to a close; social organization

changing.
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Lectures 10 & 11:

Lectures 12 & 13:

Lectures 14 & 15:

Lectures 16 & 17:

Lectures 18 & 19:

Question of a national epic as representing the nation's
history and values. Milton's Paradise Lost opts for a
Christian epic, rather than a British military one
(failure of Cromwell?). Apparent universalism of theme,
actual displacement of classical epic into English
protestant individualism. Satan as negative portrait of
the new individual following Marlowe's

Restoration & Romanticism (1660-1832)
Dr. Faustus.

Following apocalypse of Civil War the Restoration
compromise leads to modern constitutional monarchy.
Ideal of social polish and refinement (Waller, Addison &
Steele); national self-confidence mixed with anxiety in
Dryden; dissent in Bunyan; Pope & Swift as firsgt
alienated artists as court politics ruled by rising
imperial interests.

Mid-century poetry in full retreat trom political world;
origins of "romanticism" as reaction to modernity
(Ossian, Chatterton, Gothic fiction). Private
meditative lyric (wordsworth & Coleridge) emerges
against background of French Revolution, Napoleon, etc.
Romantic medievalism in Scott, Burke.

The phenomenon of Byron as model for European
romanticism shows mood of times; Shelly & Keats
idealize poetry and the artist: poet as hero,
individual consciousness as standard.

Victorian and Modemn

Pressures of modern economy and industry increase;
Reform Bill of 1832 brings widening of franchise;
Oxford Movedment (Keble, Newman) as conservative

reaction.
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Lectures 20 & 21I:

Lectures 22 & 23:

Lectures 24 & 25:

Lectures 1 & 2:

Lectures 3 & 4:

Mill on We.dsworth shows sterility of Utilitgarianism.
Arncld exemplifies the dilemma of the modern poet.
Tennyson & Browning as two responses.

Increase of literacy and leisure make the novel the
central Victorian genre; three-deckers and monthly
installments; will read either a Dickens novel or
Wilkie Collins.

World War 1 brings collapse of Victorian complacency;
modernism as both avant-garde and conservative. Y eats,
like Blake, writes his own cultural myths, whereas Eliot
regresses to pre-Civil War values.

Joyce and Woolf show progressive side of Modernism;
Ulysses debunks grand ambition, while Woolf reveals the
costs of patriarchal values that originated with the
hero-king.

Development of American Culture
APIBN MIMY N1an
Dr. Zephyra Porat

MY O'Y 4 - '] 00ND

2N 0w 2
America in the European Imagination
1. Self Fashioning Explorers New World Makers.
2. Free Religious Spirits New Jerusalem Builders.
Europe in the American Imagination
3. The ldeology of the Declaration of Independence
and French Revolution.
4. The Gothic Tradition: American Version.
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Lectures 5 & 6: Cultural Schizophrenia: The American Dream and its

Contradictory Components.

S. The Heritage of Apollonian Paternalism.
6. The Heritage of Sceptic and Christian Folly and
Mysticism.
Lectures 7 & 8: Puritan and Romantic Orfigins of the American Self
7. Old and New Testament image of man.
8. Rousseau and Goethe image of man.
Lectures 9 & 10: Individualism on Trial
9. The European threat of Anarchic individualism.
10. The religious danger of Diabolic (Psychotic)

individualism,

Lectures 11 & 12: European Rebels Misinterpret and Popularize American
11. Baudelaire's misinterpretation of Poe.
12. Nietzsche misihterprets Whitman and Emerson.
Lectures 13 & 14: Does America _have a poetics of its own?
13. The call for aesthetic revolution: Emerson,
Whitman.
14. Healing the split Realism/Romance.
Lectures 15,16,17,18: The American Dream as Potential Nightmare
15-16.  Poe

17-18.  Hawthorne
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Lectures 19 & 20:

Lectures 21 & 22:

Lectures 23 & 24:

Lectures 25 & 26:

Anticipating the Absurd: Melville's Quarrel with

Nineteenth Century Optimism:

Post Civil War Expatriates in Cultural Exile Twain (at
Home,

21. Connecticut Yankee

22. Huck Finn.

Once an American Always an American

Cultural Predestination in Henry James and Ernest
Hemingway. )

Resisting Decadence and Despair

25. Saul Bellow fights the Blond Beast

26. William Faulkner's existential romance.
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