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Introduction To Modern Architecture

MY

This course gives general information and methodological tools how to look at

focal point is high modernism, its ideology and its social modern architecture. The
relevance. The course deals with late19"™ century architecture and I’art nouveau as well as
late — post-modern period architecture too putting high modernism into historical context.
The course contains the following topics: Introduction — problems, cathegories, topics,
methodology, interpretations; Antonio Gaudi; Adler and Sullivan, the American tradition;
Frank Lloyd Wright; Late 19" century Vienna, Historism, Bekleidungstheorie, Otto
Wagner; The Wagnerschule; Lechner and national architecture; Czech cubism; Proto-
modernism (Adolf Loos, Bila Lajta, Jan Kotera, Erich Mendelssohn, Bruno Taut); Ludwing
Mies Van der Rohe; Walter Gropius and the Bauhaus; Le Corbusier; Housing estates in
Vienna and Berlin; Joze Plecnik’s transfigurations; Totalitarian architecture (Social
Realism, Nazi, Fascist and 'state architecture'); The 1950s and 1960s; Late Modernism;
Structuralism; Postmodernism; Neo-modernism; Deconstruction; Swiss architecture.
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Recent Theories of Architecture with Examples
phiale]
This course deals with architectural theories between 1980 and 2000 with examples.
In post-modern theory it focuses on semiotic questions in terms of revision / re-evaluation
of modernism (meaning of architecture, self-referential architecture, non-referential
architecture, multi-referential architecture — double coding). In Deconstruction Key notions,
such as the treatment of architecture as a text. Free architecture from the dominance of
outside criteria; resolving of opposites; Eisenman’s concept of being in-between, between
form-function, between structure-decoration; dislocation and atopia; grotesque; anti-
classicism; folding and origami; multiplex; diasporic existence; giving up the hand-eye
contact; architecture of becoming; creative reading (creature); architecture of becoming; the
interstitial; the machinic. In the theory and architecture of Herzog & deMeuron de-
materialisation; making the wall spatial, the connection between textile and architecture
with a relevance of Gottfried Semper’s Bekleidungstheorie and Islamic architecture will be
dealt with. The course comprises a great number of practical examples from leading
architects from the period.

08814208

Japanese Architecture and the West

A1°70

This seminar aims at showing western reception of Japanese architecture and

thought in the 19™ and 20™ century in particular. The opposite influence is also discussed.
Another objective is to show the parallels between Japanese and Western architectural
history, in order to pinpoint some universal patterns of any architectural evolution as a
meta-cultural phenomenon.

The course consists the following topics: 1) Exposition of the problem — Japanese
influence on the west, methodological problems of the research. 2) A survey on Japanese
though (cosmology, religions, philosophy, aesthetics) with hints to architectural space. 3) A
short Japanese architectural history with an emphasis on space and compositional principles.
4) case studies of Japanese influence on the great architects of modernism (Frank Lloyd
Wright, Bruno Taut, Ludwing Mies van der Rohe, Le Corbusier). 5) Convergence between
Japan and West: Japanese architecture after world war two, Japanese influence on
postmodernism, Deconstruction, New Swiss Architecture; possibilities of synthesis /
symbiosis — Tadao Ando.
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