January 2010
The Annual Buchmann – Mehta School of Music Competitions – 2009/10
)Including the Ariana Katz Piano competition)

Terms and Conditions

1. The Buchmann – Mehta School of Music competitions are open to students of the school who are enrolled at the school during the academic year in which the competition is taking place. The competitions will cover the following fields: vocal, piano, string, wind, percussion, harp, chamber music, contemporary music and composition. In the 2009/10 academic year, the competitions will take place according to the following specifications:

Piano: 08-09.03.2010

Vocal: 15-16.03.2010
Wind, percussion and harp: 22-23.03.2010

Strings: 24-25.03.2010

Chamber Music: 27-28.04.2010

Contemporary music: 10.05.2010

Composition: Works must be submitted by 1st of June 2010.
2. Participation 

a. Instrumental departments – all students are allowed to apply, with the exception of students who previously won the first prize (in the same field)  
b. Vocal department – only 3rd and 4th year, as well as M.Mus. students are allowed to apply provided they have not previously won the first prize during the same course of studies (2nd year students are allowed to apply under special circumstances only and must be able to demonstrate proven skills and achievements in the field, and with the approval of the pedagogue committee).
c. Composition department – 2nd year and above students are allowed to apply provided they have not won the first prize in previous years.
d. Chamber music department – ensembles of at least 3 students are allowed to apply if they meet regularly and have a permanent instructor. Participation in the competition is pending on the approval of the ensemble instructor and the head of the department. The school representative ensembles are not allowed to participate in the competition. Furthermore, an ensemble that includes at least 2 students who won this competition previously will not be allowed to participate. 
e. Contemporary music competition – all soloists and chamber music ensembles are allowed to apply. An ensemble of at least 2 students who won this competition previously will not be allowed to apply.
Personal teachers must approve their student's participation and program in writing and sign the application form. An unsigned application form will be disqualified and the student will not be allowed to participate in the competition.

3. Application dates

a. The participant must submit his program using a designated application form. Appropriate timing for each movement / piece must be specified.

b. The forms must be submitted according to the following specifications:


Instrumental and Vocal – by 21.02.2010

Chamber music – by 11.04.2010

Contemporary music – 22.04.2010

Forms must be submitted to Adi Emily Haas, the competition 
coordinator, in room 5. After the deadlines, no further requests or 
amendments will be accepted. 
c. The application forms will be checked by the appropriate head of department after the deadline.

4. In the event of less than 4 participants in a specific field, the competition will be canceled. The competition management reserves the right to combine fields if there are not enough participants.

5. The order of participation in the competition will be determined by a draw. The date of the draw will be announced at a later stage.

6.  The order of participation cannot be changed after the draw and a student who cannot make his allotted time will not be allowed to participate in the competition unless approved by the management after a detailed request has been submitted. The competition management reserves the right to change the schedule due to piano accompaniment restriction, cancellations or other constraints that may arise.
7. The competition program

Each program is subject to the approval of the head of the relevant department. In the event of previous participation, the student must submit a brand new program that does not include any pieces from previous years.

a. Wind instruments, percussion and harp – the program must include pieces from at least 2 different periods. Program duration – 30 minutes. Should the program run over 30 minutes – the judges will listen to a selection of pieces from the program at their discretion.
b. String instruments – the program must include 3 pieces from different periods. Program duration – 30 minutes. Should the program run over 30 minutes – the judges will listen to a selection of pieces from the program at their discretion.
c. Vocal – The program must include at least 10 pieces according to the following specifications: a classical piece, a modern piece, an Israeli piece, at least 3 arias (from an opera or an oratorio) and at least 4 Lieder. The duration of each piece should not be more than 8 minutes, adding to a total of 40 minutes maximum. Candidates must choose a program on an appropriate level which demonstrates his/her entire range.

The competition will be conducted in 2 stages:


Stage 1: the participant will perform 2 pieces of his/her choice from 
the program; however, the panel members might ask the participant to perform an additional piece (~ 10').

Stage 2: Participants who have been selected to perform in the second stage will be required to sing the remainder of their program (~30').
d. Chamber music – the program must include one full chamber music piece from the standard repertoire. Students wishing to play a piece that is not included in the standard repertoire must obtain the permission of the head of the chamber music department.

e. The Ariana Katz piano competition – the competition will be conducted in 2 stage:


Stage 1: the participant will prepare 3 pieces according to the 
following specifications – a full classical sonata, a romantic piece (in 
the case of a multi-movement piece, the participant is not required to 
prepare the full piece) and another piece from a different period of the 
participant's preference. There is no time limit on the program, 
however, the judges will listen to a 30 minute selection of their choice.

Stage 2: a multi-movement full piano concerto chosen by the 
participant. The judges will select 3-6 participants to progress to this 
stage.


(There are separate terms and conditions for the Ariana Katz piano 
competitions regarding the judge's selection, the judicial process and 
the level of financial prizes).
f. Composition – the participants must submit a piece for an ensemble of 4-14 players. The piece can include instrumental or vocal soloists (not a choir). Required length – 15 minutes (pieces must be submitted anonymous, printed and in 5 copies).

g. Contemporary music competition – the competition aims to focus on the performance of modern music in various styles that have evolved over the second half of the 20th century. Pieces that were written after 1950 can be performed in the competition. Each player/ensemble must prepare a piece/program that is at least 12 minutes long. The repertoire must be submitted to the competition committee for approval no later than the date that was specified in section 3b. The competition committee reserves the right to disqualify pieces that do not correspond with the aims of the competition. The participants must prepare 3 copies of the score for the judges.


It is not obligatory to perform the piece by heart.

8. The competition management will approve or disapprove participation in the competition. In the event of the latter, an explanation will be given in writing.
9. A participant that will not arrive on time to the competition will be disqualified. Participants must arrive at least an hour prior to their allocated time.

10.  Competition prizes

a. 3 prizes will be given – first, second and third in each competing field. The amount of the prize money will be determined nearer the competition time. The competition management reserves the right to reduce the number of prizes in special circumstances.
b. In the event of identical evaluation for the first place prize, the first and second place prize money will be combined and divided between the contestants. In such case there will be no second place prize. The third place prize will be given as usual. 

In the event of identical evaluation for the second place prize, the 
second and third place prize money will be combined and divided between the contestants. In such case there will be no third place prize.


In the event of identical evaluation for the third place prize, the money 
will be divided between the contestants. The competition 
management will strive where possible to equate the prize money to 
the sum of the third place prize.

c. The judges' panel will include well-known musicians who are not members of the teaching staff in the subject department. In special circumstances, the competition management reserves the right to include judges from the same department, under the specific condition that their own personal students are not participating in the competition which they will judge.


The judges will be selected by the head of the school after 
consultation with the different departments' heads. There will be at 
least 3 judges for each competition.

11. After each competition session, the judges will give their marks to the competition coordinator who will calculate and summarise the results.

12. The judges' marks are discreet and will be archived after the competition; however, the head of the school is allowed to go over the score sheets as part of the supervision and revision process.

13. The judges' decisions are personal, discreet, done without any consultation amongst themselves, and is unappealable.

14. The judges will sit at a sufficient distance from each other in order to prevent the possibility of consultation or conferring.

15.  The competition results will be advertised on the school board and announced by the chairman of the judges' panel at the end of each competition.

16. The competitions are open to the general public.
17. At the conclusion of the competitions, a concert will be held with the participation of the winners. 
18.  Winners of the competitions will be exempt from taking the end of the year exams. First place guarantees a mark of a 100, second place will receive a mark of 98 and third place is 96. 


Winners who are 4th year students are required to take the school graduation 
exam (according to school regulations).


Winners who are Master's or Artist's diploma students will be required to 
perform a recital despite their achievements in the competition.

19. The competitions will be managed by the competition manager.

20. Any problems that are not addressed in this terms and conditions documents will be discussed between the competition manager and the head of the school or his representative(s).

21. Times and dates of the competition and application deadlines will be advertised on the school notice board.

22. The school reserves the right to make any changes or amendments!

