
Making Black Sylgard Dishes

Supplies Needed:
1 Kit of Sylgard 184 from Dow Corning (This can be obtained from World Precision Instruments, Cat #: SYLG184, Phone: (941) 371-1003)

Glass petri dishes with covers (e.g. Fisher, Cat. #: 08746A)

Charcoal ("Norit A" Activated Charcoal Powder)

Wooden Tongue Depressors for mixing

1 or 2 Wooden Applicator Sticks

A disposable plastic beaker (~1 liter)
Sylgard dissection dishes allow immobilization of the inner ears during the dissection process, as well as protecting for the tips of the dissection forceps during the dissection, as the dishes have a 'rubber like' consistency. The dishes were prepared by making a 10:1 mixture of 'Part A' and 'B' from the Sylgard 184 Kit (Dow Corning), usually using 300 g of 'Part A' and 30 g of 'Part B'. The parts were mixed and 2 g of Activated Charcoal powder (Sigma) were added and mixed. The mixture was then be poured into glass Petri dishes, filling them a third to half way through, and allowing the dishes to dry, covered, for at least 24 hours at room temperature.
