'y ,21 MMDE W 01AIN2 MYIITT P9IRY 302771 IRY 213N °7ab Spleen” L1975 annoR ,1ar7IaR

.45-32

AIATTIAR IANOX

3927913 ARY 013902 1°H7Ia% “Spleen”

T DIINNS RIYNSMT OING

STTIE ARTP 131303 NPk vvmab “Spleen” 1 X12M W0 AR NT 191D
IPNaY 01 TR Y aawab gueD R mHo1 3 LMMPRY 0N DUONT : Nupon 2
“OR9A L5 L0130 S RN TpuRIEa £ 0MIWXIBIR DAY 0D 11 nbvl 4

7125 N3 PYORNT AT MNP XIBR 7000
8,132

X DO9VAS OPK 7050 11275 ARDY ,pED PR
AOVAR 1M AT PR LA 1ewn Su onaw
-on 2235 PO AYRAPa XOX 7OnIvE” npivna
YA DRIAP BN N RO ST TPl 8T
TOVINTY ,UbYR DUY ST MuoRNTIAT o
WA NN RTNDRY PoBY 1T DITLIRIATI
-p9 ,mhY R b Sur e e oo inn L abe
Oy oMW Vi ERD0;T oNMBOM 25537 *niannn v
ARG PERITITIR IDIND TMK NITARIT MON Yo
=5p3 BAR DAV VI B OTNOD TIY ppn”
nPIED S DTN MNTYY oW Mool AN
o1Ian B3 L3292 AT 13 Bw nbx Sy by 2%van
A s phod XIDR 1R DIRYY 393751 b Sv
bw 713 UR7 IR 7AYTT OR” 1D MWW 5 MR
7190 DIIND Sy I DY Sw orpna oanmni
v XD XY ®RY7W PIvph DR DI DY yeeaw
=991 19 AT 39275 5D R DAY ;A ’D
by 99 SR PRI X MDY Mt ooa
JATRIDD MY NYAT DWINNP DIAIN DTS
mbbI NINMDD NITINT ST D1 Sv XEY Sy
=N WP DRIT DBMANTT DAY DRI
5ot — 9w 531 o

3 1) 19Ma W 1vwh smina Y NYRDT NN o by
+(115-113 ,[1971

nNY AT ORI SY NNy NP ntabpa 3
YP™MID PPN OMPNR 2VARTIN NYIDIIIRAW NIDON
“OR3 .DYMAYY NRATINBT MDD YW V0% pnn
JIRW 1P ,7NY 00991 203Ny YR WP T DA
B30T 9ITTIAR L[3] WTTyAR (2] D : DORAN @Y
.[4]

L8P0

81 .0
=759 RS Bw anenm 1597 5Y NYIPa 1R T INRA
I 21303 1997 DR 922075 RN 117071 KO N3
=03, PRI DIRY DRA TR W 5w 2kan N3 70
DY PV TANDR QIREAMY WIPHT 99T NI DY
by mMIRn® X120 UMATTA PV ITIIVY DTN
TRERY DOPID WKy [1971 ;11 ~RDoT 2ntng
SN DTN DOMRMIR 19 L [X1] 7°nIpoT wopun bv
nMDobY BNt NIMYET NIYIR oA nboww o
N (2 MY 48 ,[31] ;.3.4 Y0 ,[a1]) DRAMNRT
“nb 0P 0207 T KRS D01 DRI XNMPH
“PYa PRY XNET NP QO DIURIDING 03
YD) AHLI2 AN PUYY wpanm 1% O AR 2%

(4
bar *11981 TPYW DININA A9 IP0Y 19275 RD
AR XD DAy Do Sw eI IMIe Y 11
=297 PORMIVER POR RUT DHANNDT NIMDOTT AN
DI NATPY AN DM | 0eon v nonwn
orT wbTmd nmavs avwn bv ooman obynab
anSYD DR THID 1237 NP 15 1Y 1l XD 1,50
TAYIS XY 23,7 722y aaTh R b hmaann
TOAMAY ZMpRT aneed o mmTa n b

T AN PAIP MNRD KXY MICDTI ASKT MY TIva =
TID DTMIDT ,/DYATIPY DO MDY LANaTI TIRD Yw
1975 ,%"n 0%y

J417 [3D) ovnx oomasn ©Th pom R T ompa 1
L(QMALRYVIL MRS

BIID BW O1MARM D AT PR BT amo vTyn 2
IR®Y,(/MINDONY SW 1T nN2Ma 2oNDNAT) PIATI YRy
JDY RN AN Y RN, OPIRAYDT DI0AT AN2750
127 A7 21N 33T XD Sw 90T niand
MOUY DD UMIPTS DR PIATIT SY 1NuEpLR Mpom



33

8 Spleen

MPY1 "2 S DM TR NY
D298 o nETIY whl vhy

MWD KPP 'Y POR 7Y phRM
;0°2wnn ni>n ony ob w2

701 Py MY XD WD PG NY
/PR 79720 20y2 129

I3 NP3 A2 DY LaND)
NP AN 22033 AYRY 0

D277 Y pRIn PN N0
7DWIT imbp 0T N30
n2u T PR NIy
/770 ABR2 ML TP PR

DY °0'22 33 vDR Y ¥
2R oY o2 Y
ny;-*'?:-;-sg; nim=9D 871 Nims?
STTPRTIY DI DWwpYa ovbhing

N23RDR MIPNRI 12 M7
,73gD D13 1) AR K5,
nPBYRT DAY 23 M1IRT 738
SInYa 037 PR [RID KT

YA 1°0°15 T2 DAY L NPID0N SN SRNUITY Y10
WMYR DR RN Sy Ao JNNwR Svoniow
# 1 7=5 Swapny = e by < L pONIT DNPI02
2 WR7 63 rapn % pR7 775 Sapn 1w

=)Eik)]

1ROl *2 D21 DUDM MYTRNY

PIDIDT DLIPND XYY NDvEED XY hvH5o

NREND) ORI AMBRLA DM SW S0 e
(55

59/ ,ARY 373790 : pMay “Spleen” \paRw [ vvTR 6

=AW 0513 W1 1Y ,31.5.1957 ,M10D0Y 7 nwnn

X5%R7D Y M7 1T navwa [ahinar] pbhip
2%y 63,1947 /BO0Y 1 INWRIY .30 ,[1962] T7MIRD

192771 X5 0uIN2 Y2

(2]

£ TN MRS DRSNS SIERS 9SS «Spleen” |1

(1)
(2)
(3)
C))

(5)
(6)
)
(8)

(%)
(10)
(11)
(12)

(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)

amn
(18)
(19)
(20)

5 Spleen

Quand le ciel bas et lourd pése comme un couvercle
Sur lesprit gémissant en proie aux longs ennuis,
Et que de I’horizon embrassant tout le cercle

11 nous verse un jour noir plus triste que les nuits;

Quand la terre est changée en un cachot humide,
ou I’Espérance, comme une chauve-souris,
s’en va battant les murs de son aile timide,

Et se cognant la téte & des plafonds pourris;

Quand la pluie étalant ses immenses trainées
d’une vaste prison imite les barreaux,

et qu’un peuple muet d’infames araignées

Vient tendre ses filets au fond de nos cerveaux,

Des cloches tout a coup sautent avec furie
Et lancent vers le ciel un affreux hurlement,
Ainsi que des esprits errants et sans patrie
Qui se mettent &4 geindre opinidtrement.

— Et de longs corbillards, sans tambours ni musique,
Défilent lentement dans mon &me; ’Espoir,
Vaincu, pleure, et ’Angoisse atroce, despotique,

Sur mon crine incliné plante son drapeau noir.
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Quand le ciel bas et lourd pése comme un couvercle
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Baudelaire, Charles. “Spleen”, LXXVIIL in Fleurs 5

du mal {11857, 218611, Edition critique par Crépet, J.
.& Blin, B. Paris, 1942, 81
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Vaincu, pleure, et I’Angoisse atroce, despotique, (19)
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Voila le souvenir enivrant qui voltige
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Saisit 'dme vaincue et la pausse 4 deux mains
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[ii] SUMMARIES

DECISIONS IN TRANSLATING POETRY

by ITAMAR EVEN-ZOHAR

[Hebrew article: 32-45]

In this article an attempt is made to describe and explain
a specific set of “‘translational decisions”. The author
takes a Hebrew translation of Baudelaire’s “‘Spleen”
[Quand le ciel bas et lourd] by the late Hebrew poetess
Lea Goldberg (1911-1970) as his case in point. Lea
Goldberg holds a place in what the author would like
to call major (or primary) literature. As a translator, she
was skilled in the art and therefore an analysis of her
translated work may illustrate her conception of poetry
in an operative sense. Deviations from the original must
not then be taken as the result of ignorance or neglect,
but rather as part of a coherent literary policy, a coherent
set of literary decisions.

On the basis of a minute and detailed contrastive
analysis of the original text vs. its translation, the follow-
ing conclusions are drawn:

1. Much information is replaced by little information.

2. Specific and concrete information is replaced by
general and vague information.

While Baudelaire’s poem is very specific, Goldberg’s text
is rather like late romantic poetry, tending to express
“general Weltschmerz”. This is mainly performed by
substituting current and conventional collocations and
idioms from the common stock of the Hebrew language
for free word combinations. It is not clear whether this
substitution of the specific by the vague should be taken
as a primary preference achieved by a highly frequent use
of collocations (locutions, figées, clichées), or whether it
is the traditional preference of collocations in Hebrew
tradition which brings about the said substitution. It
seems that both belonged to the literary model favored
by the poetess.

3. Style is more clevated in the translated text.
4. Semantic structures are decomposed.

Due to the poetess’ policy, some major semantic structures
(linkings) are decomposed: e.g., the sky, likened to a
cover of a vessel pours “a black day” on the world. This
image disappears because the cover of the vessel is re-
placed by a gravestone, due to a current locution figée in
Hebrew for this word.

5. The prosodic and syntactic matrix are changed.
Instead of a flexible alexandrine, Lea Goldberg used a

tight matrix of four anapests. This decision caused many
changes, discussed in detail in the analysis.

The question which now arises is what the reasons for
this non-adequacy of translation could be (adequacy is a
technical term of translation theory, explained in an
appendix). Examining all sorts of non-correspondences
between French and Hebrew, one is left with the major
conclusive fact that there has never been really direct
contact between the respective literatures. The code of
modern Hebrew poetry was to a very great extent deve-
loped under Russian impact, and when the poetess, who
knew French langunage and literature perfectly, had to
translate, she adhered automatically to that code rather
than trying to cope with the original and violate it. The
result is a Hebrew poem highly compatible with Gold-
berg’s own poetry but very remote from Baudelaire.

This is a case of what the author calls (in accordance
with Catford’s A Linguistic Theory of Translation,
London, 1965) equivalent translation. A literary trans-
lation is a transposition from one /iterary code (system)
to another, rather than merely from one language to
another. The translator wishes above all to make the
text compatible with the dominant norms, with the current
taste of his own system. When translated literature
appears as a secondary system, these norms are often
epigonic, outdated from the point of view of primary
literature. But even when (as rarely happens) translation
takes a position within the primary system, what dictates
its features is the target literature and not the sowurce
Iiterature. Lea Goldberg, like Abraham Slonski and other
contemporaries, used Russian poetry in order to re-
volutionize Hebrew poetry. But when L. G. translated
Baudelaire, her model of poetry was already crystallized.
In 1957, when “Spleen” was translated, there was no
need for modelling a new poetry. The model was already
there. When the poetess, who was a real connoisseuse
of French and a highly sensitive reader of poetry, was
put into the situation of the active formulation of a
poem, she immediately adopted the ready-made literary
model. Whatever was compatible with it (such as alter-
nation of rimes, rich euphonic orchestration) — was
preserved ; whatever was not — disappeared. The alter ego
of the poetess, the reader, was put aside; in the target
literature it had no function.



