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[iv] SUMMARIES

“AUTHENTIC LANGUAGE” AND “AUTHENTIC REPORTED SPEECH™:
HEBREW VS. YIDDISH

by ITamar EVEN.-ZOHAR AND KHONE SHMERUK

[Hebrew article: 82-87]

Put in use again for secular literature during the 19th
century, the Hebrew literary language encountered diffi-
culties vis-a-vis the dominating norm of “authentic lan-
guage” for reporting speech. Due to its position within
the polysystem of Jewish culture, however, it managed to
develop devices for a pretended authentic language,
based mainly on sophisticated simulation of actual speech
in the immediate adjacent languages, namely Yiddish and
Russian. Yiddish, on the other hand, gradually emerging
as a new literary language, could justifiedly consider itself
as superior. In contradistinction to Hebrew, reported
speech in Yiddish literary dialogue could to a large extent
be a simulation/stylization of “‘real” and ‘authentic”
speech in that language. Soon, though, Yiddish had to
face increasing difficulties of the sort Hebrew had faced
before. In consequence of the rapid and massive assimila-
tion, remarkable sectors of the Jewish intelligentsia
started, already towards the end of the 19th century,
using other languages for a growing range of purposes.
Gradually, more and more subjects were less and less

conveyable in Yiddish, if at all. As a result, Yiddish
fiction was pushed to look for solutions to these difficul-
ties. Some writers seem to have partly given up direct
speech in favour of combined speech and internal mono-
logue. Others had apparently to give up relating to con-
temporary reality, and confined themselves to the past.
Isaac Bashevis Singer, for one, strongly pointed out these
unexpected and frustrating problems, eventually drawing
the conclusion that Yiddish was a language capable of
conveying only the past in eastern Europe. For the present,
and especially in the United States, it was “a caricature of
a language”. To defend Yiddish, Kadya Molodovski was
prepared to accept the solutions once used by Hebrew,
i.e. to create an illusory language. Hebrew, meanwhile,
became a full-fledged language in Palestine (and later in
Israel). The nature of ‘“‘authenticity” vs. ‘“non-
authenticity”, respectively attributed to the once-partners
and later-foes, has ultimately been totally reversed. The
article quotes Bashevis’s views and provides an analogous
case from the New-Norwegian.



