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The conservative rural areas of Spain have, generally speaking, been left out of the discussion about the Spanish Transition to Democracy. The fact that they did not experience social conflict during the transition led researchers to ignore them until now. Focusing on the province of Salamanca, I would like to suggest the existence of an important and surprising local agent of change that functioned during the period of the transition -- the rural teacher.

Since the end of the 1960s, semi-clandestine groups of teachers were established throughout Spain. They sought to advance an alternative cultural-political project to that of the dictatorial regime. The scarce research on this phenomenon, which has come to be known as "the teachers' movement," has concentrated on its leadership in Madrid and Barcelona.

By dealing with the teachers' movement in a local context, I will try to demonstrate that in a conservative province like Salamanca, despite their official capacity as agents of the state, the teachers functioned as agents for an alternative democratic culture during the crucial years of the transition.

