Professor Judith Buber Agassi, an Israeli sociologist born in Germany, is known in Germany and elsewhere as a respected researcher. She raises in her book an unforgettable monument to the Jewish women of Ravensbrück. She points at an open sore in the historical and sociological research of the concentration camps of Nazi Germany; until now research of the suffering of women has been blatantly neglected. Whatever the reasons for this neglect, her book, written soberly and movingly and meticulously researched, is a study of these women, who originated in all the countries of Nazi-occupied Europe, and served as slave labourers in the hell of Ravensbrück and suffered and died in the grip of the SS. She closes a sizable gap in our knowledge of the horror story of the Third Reich. Her book deserves special attention – also outside the field of holocaust studies. 

She was motivated to study the fate of the women of Ravensbrück by the fact that her own mother, Margarete Buber-Neumann, was a prisoner there. After her liberation from Ravensbrück, Margarete Buber-Neumann wrote an exciting book about her life in concentration camps under Stalin and Hitler and became a well known political author and chief witness of the terrible events in Germany’s Nazi past.  Naturally, the emphasis of Buber Agassi’s work is put on the research of the fate of the Jewish prisoners. One learns about the relations between Jewish and non-Jewish women, and about the shameful methods of the camp SS personnel, who used the differences between them as instruments of domination. Especially moving are the descriptions of the transports to the gas chambers that started already in February 1942 (to Bernburg near Dessau) and continued through the end of 1944 (mainly to Auschwitz), at which point Ravensbrück’s own gas chamber started to function, as well as the description of the „death trains“ and the „death marches“ at the end of the war. Most of the Jewish survivors eventually emigrated to the United States or to Israel, but some returned to the countries of their Eastern or Southern European origin. In no research or study that I know of have the origins and the biographies of these women been researched in such detail. The deep empathy with the women, girls and children who suffered all this emanates from each line of this admirable book that keeps alive the memory of the Jewish women of Ravensbrück, victims as well as survivors.
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