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• Personal Details

Name: Laufer Avital

Address: Ester Hamalka 2 Netanya

Telephone number at home: 09-8628049

Cellular phone: 052-2723000

e-mail: laufea@netanya.ac.il
• Education 


B.A
1989-1991 – Bar Ilan University – Psychology major and Sociology minor

Graduated with summa cum laude honors.


M.A. 
1992-1996 – Bar IlanUniversity - Sociology of Health


Name of advisor: Dr. Yossi Harel


Title of thesis: The Involvement of Socially Rejected Children in 
Interpersonal Violence and Intended Injuries
Graduated with summa cum laude honors.

Ph.D. 1996-2001 – Bar Ilan University – Sociology of Health


Name of advisor: Dr. Yossi Harel


Title of thesis: A Social-Behavioral Model for Understanding         

Youth Violence in Israel.

Post Doctort. 2002-2003. Tel-Aviv University. School of Social Work.


Name of advisor: Prof. Zahava Solomon.



Title of report: Israeli children coping with terror events: The role of value 
systems and social support in mediating stressful events
• Awards and Honors.
2007. "Inbar Fund" award for outstanding research in the field of terrorism.  

2000. Bar-Ilan University. Awarded the President’s and Dean’s Scholarship for Outstanding Ph.D.  Students 2000.

• Scientific Publications 
Shechory, M  & Laufer, A.  (2008). Social Control Theory and the Connection with 

Ideological Offenders among IsraeliYouth during the Gaza Disengagement Period. International Journal of  Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 52, 454-473

Schechory, M., & Laufer, A. (2008): "Levels of distress and belief in authorities law in 
light of geopolitical changes among youth living in Judea & Samaria, " in Judea & Samaria Research Studies, 17: 239-252. (In Hebrew).
Laufer, A., & Shechory, M. (2007). Youth involvement in resisting the disengagement 

plane:Assessment of legal and illegal activities. Judea and Samaria Research Studies, 16, 363-373. (in Hebrew).

Laufer, A & Solomon, Z. (2006). " Posttraumatic Symptoms and Posttraumatic Growth among Israeli Youth Exposed to Terror Incidents". Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 25(4), 429-447.
Laufer, A., & Solomon, Z. (2006). Do Israeli male and female adolescents cope differently with terror attacks? Comparison of exposure to terror, posttraumatic symptoms, and use of social resources. Society and Welfare, 26(4), 479-502. (In Hebrew).
Laufer, A., Harel, Y. & Mulcho, M. (2006). Daring, Substance use and Involvement in Violence among School Children: Exploring a Path Model Journal of School Violence, 5, 71-88.
Laufer, A., & Solomon, Z. (2006). Responses of Israeli youth to terror: Posttraumatic 
symptoms and indicators of psychological growth. Megamot. 44, 407-423. (Hebrew)
Laufer, A. (2006). Relationships between exposure to terror and ideological commitment, 
among adolescents politically inclined toward the right, center, and left. Judea and Samaria Research Studies, 15, 281-298. (Hebrew).
Solomon, Z.,  Laufer, A. & Lavi, T. (2005). Childhood under the shadow of the Intifada: 
Exposure and posttraumatic reactions of Israeli youth. (pp. 77-110). In: E. Somer and A. Bleich (Eds.). Mental Health in Terror's Shadow: The Israeli Experience. Tel Aviv: Ramot, Tel Aviv University Press. (Hebrew). 

Solomon, Z. & Laufer, A. (2005). “Israeli youth cope with terror: Vulnerability and 
resilience” in M. Ungar (Ed). Handbood for Working with Children and Youth. Pathways to Resilience. Sage Publication.

Solomon, Z., & Laufer, A. (2004)." In the shadow of terror: changes in world assumptions 
in Israeli  youth". Journal of Aggression, 
Maltreatment, and Trauma ,9, 353-364.

as well as a chapter in an edited book on (2005) .Y., Danieli, D. Brom, and J.  

Sills. (Eds,).  The Trauma of Terrorism: Sharing Knowledge and Shared                          Care. An Intrnational Handbook. The Harwood Maltreatment and Trauma: NY.

Laufer, A. & Harel, Y. (2003). Correlation between school perception and pupil 
involvement in bullying, physical fights and weapon carrying. Megamot, 42, 437-459. (Hebrew).
Laufer, A. & Harel, Y. (2003). “The Role of Family, Peers and School Perceptions in 
Predicting Involvement in Youth Violence.” International 
Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health. 15(3): 235-246.
Laufer, A.(2003) “Psychological Growth in the Aftermath of Terrorist Acts”.      

 Palestinian Israeli Journal. 10(4). 30-36.

Received for Publication

Laufer, A., Shechory, M., & Solomon, Z. The association between political ideology and 
distress among Israeli adolescents. Submitted to Child and Adolescent Social Work Journal. 

Laufer, A., & Solomon, Z. Gender differences in PTSD in Israeli youth exposed to terror 
attacks. Journal of Interpersonal Violence.

Laufer, A., & Shechory, M. Distress levels among teenagers who participated in anti-
disengagement activities. Megamot. (Hebrew).
Laufer, A., & Solomon, Z. Gender differences in PTSD in Israeli youth exposed to terror 

attacks. Journal of Interpersonal Violence.

Levin, S. Z., Laufer, A., Stein. A., Hamama-Raz, Y & Solomon, Z. Posttraumatic Growth 
in Youth: Examining its Components and Relationship with PTSD. Journal of Traumatic Stress.

Hamama-Raz, Y., Solomon, Z., Cohen, A., & Laufer, A. PTSD symptoms, Forgiveness 

and Revenge among Israeli-Palestinian and Jewish Adolescents. Journal of Traumatic Stress. 
• Research Grants
2007-  R&D Center ( Samaria & Jordan Rift- Laufer Avital & Shechory Mally.


The effects of the disengagement on youth well being.

One year- 30,000 NIS.

2005- R&D Center ( Samaria & Jordan Rift- Laufer Avital & Shechory Mally.

Ideological criminal activity and mental well being, among youth living in Judea and Samaria who took part in resisting the disengagement,.  




One year- 30,000 NIS.

• Present Academic Activities
2005- present: Editorial Coordinator of the referee journal "סוגיות חברתיות בישראל"- {"Social Issues in Israel"}.

 

Research project: The effects of the disengagement on youth well being. Collaborated with Dr. Mally Shechory, College of Judea and Samaria.

Research project: The HBSC- "Health Behavior in School-age Children". An international project under the supervision of the WHO. Chief Researcher: Dr. Yossi Harel, Bar Ilan University. 

Papers Presented at International and National Conferences
Laufer, A. (June 26-30, 2008). The psychological effects of terror on youth. The 38th 
World Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, Budapest. Hungary.

Laufer, A. (19.10.2007). Posttraumatic symptoms after exposure to terror events.. 

Invited lecture by the Kazakh State Medical University named after Asfendiarov. Almaty. Kazakhstan.

Laufer, A. 2005. Chair of the session Child soldiers and civil war. Pathways to Resilience: 
An International Conference. 15-15 June. Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. Dalhousie University.

Laufer, A. 2005. Cultural Commitment and Social Support as Mediating the Noxious 
Effects of Terror Incidents on Adolescent Self and World Assumptions. Pathways to Resilience: An International Conference. 15-17 June. Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. Dalhousie University.

Laufer, A. 2004. Youth Violence in Israel. 36th World Congress. International Institute of 
Sociology. Social Changes in the Age of Globalization. Beijing.. Institute of Sociology, CASS. China. 
Laufer, A. 2003. Adolescence Violence as a Function of Attitude Toward School. 
International Conference on Social Science. Hawaii. USA. 
Laufer, A. 2002. Adolescent Violence as a Function of Attitude Toward School:The Israeli 
Case. Seminario Internacional Violencia e Crianca- A Escola Saudavel. University de Sao Paulo. Brazil.

