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Better known as Uri, Prof. Uriel Sandbank served as a
chairman of the Institute of Pathology, Beilinson Hospital
and was among the first faculty members of the
Department of Pathology at Tel Aviv University. Uri served
as a vice Dean, Department Chairman and during the
last years of his academic life, as Professor Emeritus.

Uri was very much a ‘homegrown’ product. Born in
Germany, he was educated during his early years in
Palestine. He enrolled with the Palmach Brigade and
participated in the defense of Jerusalem during the War
of Independence. Once the war ended he was prepared
to remain in the newly formed Zahal but decided to study
medicine. Together with his wife, Miriam, they registered
at the Faculty of Medicine in Geneva and thus he
completed his medical education in Switzerland. His
early choice of postgraduate experience was directed
towards a career in Pathology. He authored more than
90 peer-reviewed publications; many original ones first
described in world literature the late 1950s. His main
research interest was Neuropathology and he was elected
one of the most prominent and influential
neuropathologists of the last century. Although eminent
in his field of practice, Uri never retreated into the ivory
tower of ultra-specialization and remained, at heart and
in practice, a kindly and approachable teacher.

In 1982 Prof. Sandbank was appointed Head of the
Casper Institute of Pathology at Beilinson Hospital. This
was something of a watershed since it marked the end of

his career as a Clinical Pathologist and forced him to do
administrative work, which he told me that he never really
liked.

Uri loved clinical research and continued with
experimental work for many years, focusing on
dysmyelination-associated pathology. His careful
research revealed many pathogenetic pathway
mechanisms. He was among the first pathologists in Israel
to study the expression of pathological lesions at the
Electron Microscopy level. Of more recent interest,
perhaps, is his involvement in the establishment of
modern methods for the teaching of pathology and his
search for ways to assess the quality of the new residents
in Pathology.

One of the legacies Uri left us was the personal
demonstration of professional excellence he gave to
young students starting off in life, to become an
acknowledged expert, both locally and internationally,
in your chosen field.

Enthusiasm, integrity and friendliness are the words that
spring to mind when we try to describe Uri, and | consider
myself lucky to have experienced these aspects of his
personality.

Uri probably did not have enough time to enjoy his
fatherhood activities. However, he was a very happy
grandfather and loved to monitor the growth and success
of his grandchildren.

May his soul rest in peace.



