Amotz Zahavi.  Prof. of Zoology (retired), Tel-Aviv University. 

Born 1928, Petach-Tiqva, Israel

1941-1946 Agricultural high school at Pardess Hana
1947 Serving as a guide in the boy scouts

1948-1949 Military service

1954 M.Sc. in Zoology from the Hebrew University Jerusalem


Subject: The birds of the Huleh lake and swamp. H. Mendelssohn superviser

1955  Oxford, England, with Niko Tinbergen. On a British Council scholarship

1956-1969  General secretary of the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel.

1965-1984 Founder and head of the Institute for Nature Conservation Research at the Tel-Aviv University.

1970 At the Edward Grey Institute for Field Ornithology, Oxford, with David Lack

--Suggesting with P. Ward the theory of the gathering of birds as information centers. 

1970 Ph. D. Dept. of Zoology, Tel-Aviv University

Subject: The winter behaviour of the white wegtail.  H. Mendelssohn superviser

1971-1997 Dept. of Zoology, Tel-Aviv University.

1971 The start of the long term study of the babblers at Hazeva.

1975 Publication of the theory of the Handicap Principle.(Zahavi, 1975)
1984-1987 Chairman of the Dept. of Zoology, Tel-Aviv University
1997 Retired. Continue the long term study of the babblers at Hazeva.and teaching at the Tel-Aviv University

1998- present. Honorary Director of the Hazeva Field Study Center, still teaching and accepting students for M.Sc. degree
Research interests.

Field studies.

Although I am retired I continue to observe the babblers at Hazeva for 2-3 days a week.
I am looking for students (M.Sc., Ph. D., or Post Doc) for field work on various aspects of the behaviour of the babblers and other birds at Hazeva. (A student is expected to stay in Hazeva for more than half of the time of his/her studentship).
Theoretical studies in Chemical Signaling.

I try to apply the logic of the Handicap Principle to understand the message encoded in chemical signals within the multi cellular organism. The handicap principle predicts that a signal should convey information about certain phenotypic qualities of the signaler. Hence, we try to understand how a particular hormone represents in a reliable way the state and phenotypic qualities of the signaling cell that are of interest to the receiving cells. This study proceeds by reading the literature with students and discussions with experts. At present we study the steroid hormones.
Levels of selection. 

I believe that the selection of individuals is the only mechanism that is of importance in evolution. Other levels of selection were suggested  because researchers were unable to explain traits (mostly apparent altruism) on the basis of individual selection.

I interpret the altruistic behaviour of the babblers we study at Hazeva as selfish investments in advertising the claim of the altruist for its social prestige. We have also suggested a feasible explanation for the evolution of the Eusocial insects and of the slime molds by individual selection. (Zahavi & Zahavi, 1997) 
Traveling and Teaching. 
Since I am perhaps one of the few evolutionary biologists who believes that all adaptations, including the various forms of altruism, have evolved by individual selection, I am ready to travel anywhere to give seminars or short courses to lecture on these topics. 

