The Botanic Gardens
Director: Dr. Yuval Sapir (sapiryuval@gmail.com)
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Tel Aviv University's Botanic Gardens are a center of natural beauty, learning and research that serves university level research as well as public enjoyment and education. The Gardens are visited annually by thousands of schoolchildren, teachers, scholars, and amateur naturalists from Israel and abroad. Members of the public visit the Gardens in increasing numbers, finding them a source of tranquility and enjoyment. 
Spanning approximately eight acres, the botanic gardens hold a unique and beautiful collection of plants. In the Noah Naftulsky Ecological Garden, visiting scientists and the public can tour the major landscapes and plant communities of Israel, from Mt. Hermon to Eilat, and can study and enjoy a huge variety of trees, shrubs, and herbs.

Special gardens provide unique experiences: 
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The Daphna Carasso Garden of Tropical Plants takes visitors – scientists, naturalists, and schoolchildren – into the steamy Amazon rainforest and the sultry jungles of Africa and Southeast Asia. Giant bird-of-paradise plants soar into the air, and delicate Australian tree ferns dip low over the paths. Orchids blaze with color; sharp-toothed carnivorous species lie in wait for passing insects. The plants in this diverse collection include beautiful ornamentals, tree ferns, bromeliads, and orchids, as well as some of the most interesting plants, such as the dinosaur-aged Welwitschita and the Coco De Mer. 

The Manni-Elleren Garden of Economic Plants exposes the great variety of plant species used by people. The display features plants that serve as everyday commodities such as coffee, tea, and vanilla to more exotic ones [image: image3.jpg]


such as oil palm, sugar palm, cassava, and plants used as source of rubber, fibers, dyes, specialty wood products, and many more. 

The Menashe Garden of Medicinal Plants is a wonderful educational tool, acquainting the public with the huge variety of medicinal plants.

The Palm House is hosting a large number of tropical palm species in a specially designed greenhouse that allows the tall palms to develop to their full beauty. 

The only place in the world where you can walk among the deepest roots of trees is The Sarah Racine Root Laboratory. This is, to the best of our knowledge, the largest aeroponic root laboratory to date, designed for displaying and studying root systems of plants. The laboratory includes a display facility open to the public and a research facility used for advanced root research only. 

The refuge collection of endangered plant species was constructed to rescue small populations of aquatic plants that have been endangered by destruction of their habitats or by water pollution. The plants in this collection serve as a source for reestablishment of these plants in reclaimed ponds and streams.
The botanic gardens are located off Klausner St., across the street from Bet Ha-Tefuzot gate (Tel Aviv University gate # 2). The gardens are open Sunday through Thursday, 8 AM to 3 PM. Admission is free. For guided tours for groups call 03-6409910 or send e-mail to BotanicG@tauex.tau.ac.il. 
Last updated: August 2009
