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“You will recall that in the 1940s, in the ghettaad concentration camps,
some self-appointed Jewish leaders set up theiramwincils, called Judenrat,
to conduct "talks" with the Nazis. In many caséeg, ttalks" were about how
the Judenrat leaders would collaborate with ther@es in keeping everyone
calm and orderly while the Jews were being depottedduschwitz and
similar places. In exchange, the Judenrat leadgyecto save their own skins
and those of their families”.
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you, dear Hannah, as in so many intellectuals vemoecfrom the German left,
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“Factual truth ... is always related to other peopleconcerns events and
circumstances in which many are involved; it isabBshed by witnesses and
depends on testimony; it exists only to the extieat it is spoken about... Itis
political by nature... Facts inform opinions, and repns, inspired by
different interests and passions, can differ widahg still be legitimate as
long as they respect factual truth. Freedom ofiopiis a farce unless factual
information is guaranteed and the facts themselvesiot in dispute. In other
words, factual truth informs political thought jus$ rational truth informs
philosophical speculatiort*®
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VWA TN *0H TRV 1ML 22 PV 277 MMM NPATAWA MR YW MW 29 12mn vTIK 243 ava ow
[...] factual truth is no more self-evident than dpim and this may be among the reasons that opimabshers
find it relatively easy to discredit factual trudés just another opinion. Factual evidence, moreoiger
established through testimony by eyewitnesses -erioosly unreliable—and by records, documents, and
monuments, all of which can be suspected as fagehh the event of a dispute, only other witnessésno
third and higher instance can be invoked, andesetht is usually arrived at by way of a majority. wiaolly
unsatisfactory procedure, since there is nothingrewent a majority of witnesses from being falsmesses.
On the contrary, under certain circumstances teénfg of belonging to a majority may even encourtajse
testimony.
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