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While Leibniz has just joined the Mainz court, Europe is preoccupied by the election of the king of Poland. Four candidates are competing: Condé; the czarevich; Charles of Lorraine; and Philip William von Neuburg. Who will get the Polish Kingdom? France, by the mediation of Condé? Russia, by the mediation of the czarevich? In this election, each sovereign promotes his candidate. The Archbishop of Mainz, Johann Philipp von Schönborn, promotes the candidature of the Count Palatine Philip William von Neuburg. In these circumstances, Boineburg, having introduced the young Leibniz into the Mainz court, asks him for a defence of this candidature. So, Leibniz publishes in 1669 a text entitled Specimen Demonstrationum Politicarum pro Eligendo Rege Polonorum (‘Essay of Political Demonstrations for the King of Poland Election’).

In this text, Leibniz tries to describe the qualities that the future king must have. With sixty propositions inferred from the specifics of Poland, he draws a frame to show who would be the best candidate. Of course, it is question of Neuburg who is supported by Mainz. As an answer to Boineburg’s request, the Specimen can be read as a concatenation of demonstrations in order to justify the candidature of Neuburg. Nonetheless, the Specimen can also be read as the first attempt to conceive what it would be suitable to call a decisional computation that Leibniz will never give up. In a letter to Burnett, in 1697, Leibniz will make his correspondent notice this point:
“Indeed, I really agreed before with the thoughts of Sir Petty who showed the application of Mathematics to economic and political matters. As for me, in a thin book, wich was printed in 1669, without my name, on the election of a king of Poland, after the demand of an ambassador who was to go to Warsaw, I showed there was a kind of mathematics in the estimation of reasons, and sometimes the reasons must be added, and sometimes they must be multiplied together, to get the sum. That wasn’t noticed by Logicians.” (A, I, XIII, p. 551).

Thus, the title of this work invites us to consider the value of these “political demonstrations” to try a characterization of Leibniz’s political rationalism.
