XXIst WORLD CONGRESS OF PHILOSOPHY

Istanbul, August 10-17, 2003

JOINT INVITED SESSIONS*
THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT:

A PHILOSOPHICAL DIALOGUE

Organizers: Marcelo Dascal (Tel Aviv) and Sari Nusseibeh (Jerusalem/Al Kuds)

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, one of the lengthier and thornier political, military and human conflicts of our time, has become a challenge not only to the imagination and skill of political leaders, but also to philosophers. This World Congress, held in the Middle East, is a unique opportunity for us to face this challenge. The two Invited Sessions, to be followed by a Round Table, are jointly organized by a Palestinian and an Israeli philosopher. They focus on key philosophical issues directly related to the conflict. They provide a rare occasion for philosophers concerned with a just solution for this conflict, coming from both sides as well as from other countries, to engage in an open and frank public dialogue. We hope that this will set up an example and will suggest the principles, as well as innovative ideas, upon which a just and durable solution should be, ultimately, based.

Marcelo Dascal is President of the New Israeli Philosophical Society and former Dean of Humanities of Tel Aviv University, where he is a Professor of Philosophy.

Sari Nusseibeh is a Professor of Philosophy and President of Al Kuds University, East Jerusalem.

Session I: Ethics in Emergency Situations
15 August

18:00-20:00
That the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has reached a stage that can be properly called a situation of emergency from a human and ethical point of view is unquestionable. Violations of basic ethical principles and human rights are routinely performed by both sides, on the grounds that they are ‘necessary’ given the emergency of the situation. However differently it is perceived, this state of affairs has undermined the ability of the two peoples to conduct normally their lives, to understand the plight of the other, to trust each other, and to hope and work jointly for a just solution. Among the basic issues addressed in this session, we will inquire whether universal ethical principles can be relaxed or should rather be more forcefully enforced in situations of this kind. We will also ask whether there is room, in a conflict such as this, involving different cultural traditions, historical backgrounds, and other forms of asymmetry, for admitting some measure of ethical relativism.

Participants:
Sari Nusseibeh (East Jerusalem, Palestine)

Anat Biletzki (Tel Aviv, Israel)

Carlos Thiebaut (Madrid, Spain)

Chair: Marcelo Dascal (Tel Aviv, Israel)

18:00-18:10
Marcelo Dascal: Introduction

18:10-18:40
Sari  Nusseibeh: “Killing the Enemy”

18:40-19:10
Anat Biletzi: “On the Cynical Use of ‘Emergency’ Situations”

19:10-19:40
Carlos Thiebaut: “From Political Possibility to Moral Necessity and Back: Actions, Principles and Contexts”

19:40:20:00
Discussion
Session II: Dialectics of Conflict and Conflict Resolution
16 August

11:00-13:00

Violent conflicts are extreme forms of confrontation, where latent antagonisms become explicit and apparently irresolvable except by the use of force. Historically, however, periods of violence are nothing but episodes in the ongoing dialectical process that characterizes any conflict. As such, they are usually preceded and/or followed by periods of dialogue, negotiation, and even cooperation and reconciliation. From this point of view, questions such as the following ones arise. How to devise and enforce political arrangements that sustain the latter kind of periods, thereby minimizing the risk of violent confrontation? Can these be lasting arrangements, given the ontologically dynamic and dialectical nature of the processes involved? What are the ethical principles of dialogue that allow the parties in conflict to negotiate a lasting and just arrangement without self-denial and other-denial? Can one restrain the modalities of violence so as not to let them damage irremediably the prospects of reconciliation? How to maintain open and active, even in the height of periods of violence, the dialogical channels that will be needed once the period of reconciliation arrives? The experience of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict will serve as the background for the discussion of these and other philosophical issues regarding the nature and handling of conflicts and their resolution.

Participants:



Said Zeidani (Rammallah, Palestine)



Gudrun Kroner (Vienna, Austria)



Marcelo Dascal (Tel Aviv, Israel)

Chair:

Sari Nusseibeh (East Jerusalem, Palestine)

11:00-11:10
Sari Nusseibeh: Introduction

11:10-11:40
Said Zeidani: “Palestinian Arabs and Israeli Jews: Divide and Share the one Land”

11:40-12:10
Gudrun Kroner: “Field Work with Women in Gaza”

12:10-12:40
Marcelo Dascal: “Towards a Philosophy of Conflict Resolution: From King Solomon to Leibniz”

12:40-13:00
Discussion
* Organized in cooperation with the International Association for the Study of Controversies (IASC).





