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REINTRODUCING BUTT SCRAPERS (RACLOIRS SUR TALON):
ANOTHER LOOK AT A NON-FORMAL TOOL TYPE
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and
A. Gopher

ABSTRACT

Butt Scrapers _from a Pottery Neolithic 5th
millennium B.C. (uncalibrated C-14) site in
Israel are presented. Their definition as a
tool type following Crowfoot-Payne (1983)
and Debenath and Dibble (1994) is refined.
Definitions of Middle and Upper Paleolithic
scrapers by Bordes are used to discuss
typological, technological and functional as-
pects of this type. Technological characteris-
tics seem to be central in defining this mor-
phologically varied type.

INTRODUCTION

The term "butt scraper” was first introduced to
the literature by Crowfoot-Payne (1983:626) in
her summary study of the Jericho lithic assem-
blages. She based her classification on similar
artifacts from the European Paleolithic (e.g., Pater-
son 1937). Crowfoot-Payne decided not to use the
French "Racloirs sur Talon" or its English parallel
"Platform Scraper,” for reasons unknown. The
term "butt scraper” has become part of Levantine
lithic terminology and we have decided to use it in
order to avoid confusion.

The recent analysis of the flint assemblage
from Nahal Zehora I, a Pottery Neolithic site in
central Israel (Figure 1), has raised the issue of
butt scrapers again, since the type constitutes a
distinct group in this assemblage (Barkai 1996).
Butt scrapers are known mostly from excavated
Neolithic sites in the southern Levant such as
Jericho, Nahal Zehora I, Nahal Zehora II (a multi-

layer Pottery Neolithic site in the Menashe Hills),
and Lod (a Pottery Neolithic site in central Israel),
as well as from surface collections of Pre-Pottery
Neolithic and Pottery Neolithic sites from the Hula
Valley in northern Israel (Beisamoun and Ha-
Goshrim). Butt scrapers appear in Epipaleolithic
assemblages (the Kebaran of Nahal Hadera V), as
well as in multi-layered tell sites such as Tell
Megiddo (personal observations by the authors).

Butt scrapers are made on thick flakes and
bear abrupt flaking from the dorsal face, partly
removing the bulb of percussion (see the large
scars at the base of the flake in Figure 2:3).
Additional fine retouch appears along the ridge
created between the dorsal face of the flake and
the newly flaked area (see the fine retouch at the
edge of the thick flaked area in Figure 2:3).

The objectives of this paper are: (a) to present
the chartacteristics of butt scrapers using the
flint assemblage from the Pottery Neolithic site of
Nahal Zehora I, Israel: and (b) to promote the
inclusion of butt scrapers as a specific type in late
prehistoric Levantine lithic industries.

BUTT SCRAPERS - TYPE DEFINITION

Crowfoot-Payne (1983:626) described the butt
scrapers in the Jericho Natufian as "Small flakes
retouched and clearly used along the ridge be-
tween the striking platformm and the dorsal face,
the retouch being made from the dorsal face." In
a footnote to this description she said that "this
type is probably more widespread than the records
suggest," and she referred to European examples
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