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Introduction to Modernism in Architecture
This course aims at ushering art historians into architecture via architectural
modernism. It develops the methodological tools how to look at architecture and
modernism in particular. It focuses mainly on the great masters of high modernism in
the first half of the 20" century, but it also gives a comprehensive picture of the whole
period, including some less known schools, architects. Thus, the course gives also
brief survey of late 19" century architecture and I’art nouveau as well as late-pot-
modern period architecture too, putting high modernism into historical context.
The course contains the following topics: Introduction — problems, categories, topics,
methodology, interpretations; Antonio Gaudi; Adler & Sullivan and the American
sky-scraper tradition; Frank Lloyd Wright; Late 19" century Vienna, Historism,
Bekleidungstheorie, Otto Wagner; The Wagnerschule; Odon Lechner and national
architecture; Czech cubism; Expressionism; Proto-modernism (Adolf Loos, Bela
Lajta); Ludwig Mies van der Rohe; Walter Gropius and the Bauhaus; Le Corbusier;
Alvar Aalto; Housing estates in Vienna and Berlin; Joze Plecnik’s tranfigurations
from proto-modernism to post-modernism; Totalitarian architecture (Social Realism,
Nazi, Fascist and ‘state architecture’); The architecture of the 1950s and 1960s;
Structuralism; Postmodernism; Neomodernism; High Tech; Deconstruction; New
Swiss architecture.
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