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"Finally, the case of Tanay is quite rare. Tanay is about 71 years old. | have never known a
PhD student in pure mathematics of this age. Tanay came to study with me out of pure love
for mathematics. He got his Masters degree at a "regular" age, when he was in his twenties,
and since then kept in touch, personally, with pure mathematics, especially in Number
Theory and Group Representations. Seeing him work through PhD courses' studies and
research, | have felt a great admiration for him. It was a great privilege for me to be his PhD
thesis advisor... Yaacov Tanay is the son of Sarah Levi-Tanay, the founder of the INBAL
dancing group and Israel Prize winner. He took care of her devotedly at her last years. She
passed away at 2005 at the age of 95. This affected him quite deeply, and it took him a long
time to recover and come back to research. Tanay is also a devoted grandfather. Tanay was

never in a hurry. He just loves mathematics" ...
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